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Cash receipts for Wisconsin's farm products fell in 2002,
with lower prices for milk, cattle, and hogs causing most
of the decline. Milk sales, which accounted for half of
the cash receipts, dropped by 18 percent from 2001. The
value of crop sales jumped 20 percent due to improved
prices for grains and the rebound in cranberry produc-
tion and price.

A total of $5.32 billion in cash receipts was tabulated for
2002. Sales of livestock, dairy, and poultry accounted
for 71 percent of the total.

Crop cash receipts reached $1.55 billion, the highest
since 1998. Compared to receipts for all commodities,
field crops accounted for 17 percent of the total, veg-
etables and potatoes 7 percent, and fruit 2 percent.

Agricultural land values continue to rise each year. The
value of farm real estate averaged $2,300 per acre for
2003, up $150 from 2002, and $300 from 2001. Crop-
land values, at $2,200 per acre, rose $100 from 2002.
Pasture values increased as well and averaged $1,100
per acre for 2003.

The number of farms in Wisconsin held steady at 77,000
for 2002. A farm is defined as "any establishment from
which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were sold
or would normally be sold during the year." Farms with
less than $10,000 in sales increased from the previous
year  and accounted  for 49 percent of all farms in the
state. Farms with $10,000 to $99,999 in sales decreased
to 20,800, and farms with $100,000 or more in sales
increased slightly to number 18,500.

Land in farms totaled 15.9 million acres, down 1 percent
from 2001. The average size of a farm was 206 acres.
Farms with $100,000 or more in sales operated 55
percent of the land in farms and had an average size of
476 acres.


