
 

12 Montana 2017 Census of Agriculture - State Data 
 USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Table 4.  Farm Production Expenses:  2017 and 2012 
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text.] 

Item 
2017  2012  

Farms Expenses ($1,000) Farms Expenses ($1,000) 

Total farm production expenses 1 2  ............................................................... farms                        
 $1,000                                                             

        Average per farm  ................................................................................ dollars                                      
                                                                                                                                             
    Farms with expenses of-                                              
        $1 to $4,999  ...................................................................................................                                                  
        $5,000 to $9,999  ............................................................................................                                              
        $10,000 to $24,999  ........................................................................................                                            
        $25,000 to $49,999  ........................................................................................                                            
        $50,000 to $99,999  ........................................................................................                                            
                                                                                                                                             
        $100,000 to $249,999  ....................................................................................                                          
        $250,000 to $499,999  ....................................................................................                                          
        $500,000 or more  ...........................................................................................                                              
            $500,000 to $999,999  ................................................................................                                        
            $1,000,000 to $2,499,999  ..........................................................................                                    
            $2,500,000 or more  ....................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Fertilizer, lime, and soil conditioners purchased ........................................ farms         

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  .......................................................................................                                            
                                                                                                                                             
    Chemicals purchased  ................................................................................ farms                                       

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 or more  ...................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Seeds, plants, vines, and trees purchased  ............................................... farms                 

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             
                $25,000 to $49,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $50,000 or more  .....................................................................................                                           
                                                                                                                                             
        Cover crop seed purchased (see text)  .................................................. farms                    

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

            Farms with expenses of-                                          
                $1 to $499  ..............................................................................................                                                
                $500 to $999  ..........................................................................................                                              
                $1,000 to $4,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $5,000 to $9,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $10,000 to $24,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $25,000 or more  .....................................................................................                                           
                    $25,000 to $49,999  ............................................................................                                      
                    $50,000 or more  .................................................................................                                         
                                                                                                                                             
    Livestock and poultry purchased or leased  ............................................... farms                 

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 to $249,999  ................................................................................                                        
            $250,000 or more  .......................................................................................                                            
                $250,000 to $499,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $500,000 to $999,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $1,000,000 or more  ................................................................................                                        
                                                                                                                                             
        Breeding livestock purchased or leased  ................................................ farms                  

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

            Farms with expenses of-                                          
                $1 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
                $1,000 to $4,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $5,000 to $9,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $10,000 to $24,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $25,000 to $49,999  ................................................................................                                        
                                                                                                                                             
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 to $249,999  ............................................................................                                      
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See footnote(s) at end of table. --continued 
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Table 4.  Farm Production Expenses:  2017 and 2012 (continued) 
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text.] 

Item 
2017  2012  

Farms Expenses ($1,000) Farms Expenses ($1,000) 

Total farm production expenses 1 2 - Con.                            
    Livestock and poultry purchased or leased - Con.                     
        Breeding livestock purchased or leased - Con.                      
            Farms with expenses of- - Con.                                   
                                                                                                                                             
                $250,000 or more  ..................................................................................                                          
                    $250,000 to $499,999  ........................................................................                                    
                    $500,000 to $999,999  ........................................................................                                    
                    $1,000,000 or more ............................................................................                                      
                                                                                                                                             
        Other livestock and poultry purchased or                           
          leased (see text)  ................................................................................. farms                                      

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

            Farms with expenses of-                                          
                $1 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
                $1,000 to $4,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $5,000 to $9,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $10,000 to $24,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $25,000 to $49,999  ................................................................................                                        
                                                                                                                                             
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 to $249,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $250,000 or more  ..................................................................................                                          
                    $250,000 to $499,999  ........................................................................                                    
                    $500,000 to $999,999  ........................................................................                                    
                    $1,000,000 or more ............................................................................                                      
                                                                                                                                             
    Feed purchased  ........................................................................................ farms                                            

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  ......................................................................................                                            
                $100,000 to $249,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $250,000 to $499,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $500,000 to $999,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $1,000,000 or more  ...............................................................................                                        
                                                                                                                                             
    Gasoline, fuels, and oils purchased  .......................................................... farms                       

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  ........................................................................................                                             
                                                                                                                                             
    Utilities  ...................................................................................................... farms                                                 

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 or more  ........................................................................................                                             
                $25,000 to $49,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $50,000 or more  ....................................................................................                                           
                                                                                                                                             
    Repairs, supplies, and maintenance costs  ............................................... farms                  

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  ........................................................................................                                             
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 or more  ..................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Hired farm labor  ........................................................................................ farms                                          

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  ......................................................................................                                            
                $100,000 to $249,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $250,000 to $499,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $500,000 or more  ..................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Contract labor  ........................................................................................... farms                                            

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   
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See footnote(s) at end of table. --continued 
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Table 4.  Farm Production Expenses:  2017 and 2012 (continued) 
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text.] 

Item 
2017  2012  

Farms Expenses ($1,000) Farms Expenses ($1,000) 

Total farm production expenses 1 2 - Con.                            
    Contract labor - Con.                                                
                                                                                                                                             
        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 or more  ...................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Customwork and custom hauling  .............................................................. farms                             

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 or more  ...................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Cash rent for land, buildings, and grazing fees  ......................................... farms           

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             
                                                                                                                                             
    Rent and lease expenses for machinery, equipment, and farm           
      share of vehicles  ..................................................................................... farms                                        

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             
                                                                                                                                             
    Interest expense  ........................................................................................ farms                                          

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  .......................................................................................                                            
                                                                                                                                             
        Secured by real estate  .......................................................................... farms                                  

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

            Farms with expenses of-                                          
                $1 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
                $1,000 to $4,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $5,000 to $9,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $10,000 to $24,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $25,000 to $49,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 or more  ...................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
        Not secured by real estate  .................................................................... farms                              

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

            Farms with expenses of-                                          
                $1 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
                $1,000 to $4,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $5,000 to $9,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                $10,000 to $24,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $25,000 to $49,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $50,000 to $99,999  ................................................................................                                        
                $100,000 or more  ...................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    Property taxes paid  ................................................................................... farms                                       

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $499  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $500 to $999  ..............................................................................................                                                
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $25,000 or more  .........................................................................................                                             

 
 
 
 

543 
826 
378 
435 
202 
129 

87 
42 

 
5,812 

(X) 
(X) 

 
1,216 
2,081 

891 
951 
355 
318 
190 
128 

 
9,193 

(X) 
(X) 

 
583 
514 

2,389 
1,354 
1,874 
1,099 
1,380 

 
 

2,273 
(X) 
(X) 

 
387 
196 
689 
337 
315 
190 
159 

 
9,912 

(X) 
(X) 

 
1,001 
2,612 
1,919 
2,291 
1,162 

605 
322 

 
7,325 

(X) 
(X) 

 
696 

1,905 
1,415 
1,784 

889 
411 
225 

 
6,103 

(X) 
(X) 

 
1,230 
2,303 
1,094 

974 
339 
131 

32 
 

25,042 
(X) 
(X) 

 
3,184 
2,593 

12,230 
3,423 
2,593 
1,019 

 
 
 
 

263 
1,966 
2,462 
6,496 
6,936 

13,469 
5,672 
7,797 

 
(X) 

72,301 
2.2 

 
583 

4,876 
5,965 

14,434 
12,115 
34,328 
12,732 
21,596 

 
(X) 

244,032 
7.3 

 
140 
356 

6,338 
9,357 

30,755 
37,705 

159,381 
 
 

(X) 
31,486 

0.9 
 

89 
120 

1,639 
2,200 
4,848 
6,413 

16,177 
 

(X) 
191,680 

5.8 
 

440 
6,938 

13,487 
35,601 
39,462 
40,556 
55,196 

 
(X) 

138,578 
4.2 

 
296 

5,201 
9,861 

27,226 
29,780 
27,261 
38,952 

 
(X) 

53,103 
1.6 

 
548 

5,535 
7,392 

14,653 
11,345 

8,338 
5,291 

 
(X) 

147,883 
4.4 

 
702 

1,871 
29,542 
23,342 
38,356 
54,071 

 
 
 
 

592 
1,165 

497 
427 
286 
117 

70 
47 

 
6,277 

(X) 
(X) 

 
1,431 
2,217 

918 
947 
394 
370 
256 
114 

 
10,826 

(X) 
(X) 

 
787 
729 

2,907 
1,534 
2,331 
1,105 
1,433 

 
 

2,346 
(X) 
(X) 

 
389 
192 
727 
346 
364 
194 
134 

 
11,994 

(X) 
(X) 

 
1,300 
3,348 
2,372 
2,919 
1,175 

579 
301 

 
8,656 

(X) 
(X) 

 
744 

2,215 
1,985 
2,254 

889 
348 
221 

 
7,639 

(X) 
(X) 

 
1,646 
3,305 
1,227 

933 
371 
120 

37 
 

25,951 
(X) 
(X) 

 
3,532 
3,059 

12,837 
3,496 
2,372 

655 

 
 
 
 

304 
2,834 
3,379 
6,452 
9,850 

16,872 
4,684 

12,189 
 

(X) 
80,522 

2.3 
 

714 
5,414 
6,302 

14,661 
13,486 
39,944 
17,384 
22,560 

 
(X) 

330,958 
9.4 

 
176 
520 

7,412 
10,611 
37,998 
37,992 

236,249 
 
 

(X) 
31,398 

0.9 
 

99 
134 

1,814 
2,419 
5,665 
6,632 

14,634 
 

(X) 
217,247 

6.2 
 

581 
9,139 

16,919 
44,622 
40,048 
38,405 
67,534 

 
(X) 

158,343 
4.5 

 
357 

6,235 
14,215 
34,158 
30,718 
22,865 
49,795 

 
(X) 

58,904 
1.7 

 
697 

8,239 
8,272 

13,621 
12,409 

7,939 
7,727 

 
(X) 

126,644 
3.6 

 
753 

2,261 
30,383 
23,863 
34,756 
34,628 

See footnote(s) at end of table. --continued 
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Table 4.  Farm Production Expenses:  2017 and 2012 (continued) 
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text.] 

Item 
2017  2012  

Farms Expenses ($1,000) Farms Expenses ($1,000) 

Total farm production expenses 1 2 - Con.                            
                                                                                                                                             
    Medical supplies, veterinary, and custom services for                
      livestock (see text)  .................................................................................. farms                                     

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  ......................................................................................                                            
                $100,000 to $249,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $250,000 or more  ..................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
    All other production expenses 1 (see text)  ................................................ farms               

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

        Farms with expenses of-                                            
            $1 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
            $1,000 to $4,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $5,000 to $9,999  ........................................................................................                                            
            $10,000 to $24,999  ....................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  ......................................................................................                                            
                $100,000 to $249,999  ............................................................................                                      
                $250,000 or more  ..................................................................................                                          
                                                                                                                                             
Production expenses paid by landlords 2  ...................................................... farms                    

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

    Farms with expenses of-                                              
        $1 to $499  ......................................................................................................                                                    
        $500 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
        $1,000 to $4,999  ............................................................................................                                              
        $5,000 to $9,999  ............................................................................................                                              
        $10,000 to $24,999  ........................................................................................                                            
        $25,000 or more  ............................................................................................                                               
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  ......................................................................................                                            
                                                                                                                                             
Depreciation expenses claimed  .................................................................... farms                               

 $1,000                                                             
 percent of total                                                   

    Farms with expenses of-                                              
        $1 to $499  ......................................................................................................                                                    
        $500 to $999  ..................................................................................................                                                  
        $1,000 to $4,999  ............................................................................................                                              
        $5,000 to $9,999  ............................................................................................                                              
        $10,000 to $24,999  ........................................................................................                                            
        $25,000 or more  ............................................................................................                                               
            $25,000 to $49,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $50,000 to $99,999  ....................................................................................                                          
            $100,000 or more  ......................................................................................                                            

 
 
 

14,716 
(X) 
(X) 

 
6,567 
5,054 
1,396 
1,195 

 
354 
102 

48 
39 
9 

 
13,693 

(X) 
(X) 

 
2,086 
4,247 
2,235 
2,724 

 
1,318 

684 
399 
348 

51 
 

1,075 
(X) 
(X) 

 
82 
62 

336 
191 
226 
178 
105 

50 
23 

 
12,025 

(X) 
(X) 

 
642 
507 

2,459 
1,569 
2,401 
4,447 
1,738 
1,409 
1,300 

 
 
 

(X) 
66,935 

2.0 
 

2,359 
11,467 

8,903 
17,490 

 
11,778 

6,452 
8,485 
5,384 
3,101 

 
(X) 

231,540 
7.0 

 
926 

10,796 
15,003 
41,890 

 
44,949 
46,224 
71,753 
48,329 
23,424 

 
(X) 

16,045 
0.5 

 
21 
45 

881 
1,304 
3,621 

10,173 
3,801 
3,480 
2,892 

 
(X) 

500,761 
15.0 

 
142 
354 

6,580 
10,623 
38,146 

444,917 
61,440 
97,565 

285,911 

 
 
 

(NA) 
(X) 
(X) 

 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

 
17,707 

(X) 
(X) 

 
4,360 
6,091 
2,133 
2,604 

 
1,259 

846 
414 
330 

84 
 

849 
(X) 
(X) 

 
33 
40 

290 
176 
188 
122 

74 
42 
6 

 
14,001 

(X) 
(X) 

 
488 
628 

3,064 
2,464 
2,884 
4,473 
2,132 
1,440 

901 

 
 
 

(X) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

 
(X) 

262,438 
7.5 

 
1,836 

14,752 
14,520 
40,319 

 
43,534 
57,507 
89,969 
47,811 
42,158 

 
(X) 

11,343 
0.3 

 
7 

27 
694 

1,156 
2,892 
6,567 
2,579 
2,824 
1,163 

 
(X) 

391,957 
11.1 

 
125 
431 

8,098 
17,104 
45,114 

321,085 
73,395 
95,493 

152,197 

1 Data for 2012 include expenses for medical supplies, veterinary, and custom services for animals. 
2 Landlord production expenses are included within total farm production expenses. 


