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As legacy producers retire, the U.S. needs the next generation of producers to 
take their place. Finding necessary resources can be overwhelming. Young 
farmers inheriting family farms may be tasked with carrying on a family legacy 
and might feel increased pressure to succeed. The Census of Agriculture helps 
USDA and other organizations develop programs that support producers, 
including young farmers. 

Supporting
the Next Generation

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2017 Census of Agriculture. 
Complete data available at www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus.

For primary producers, the average age 
increased from 58.3 in 2012 to 59.4 in 2017.

The average age of all producers also increased 
from 56.3 to 57.5 years from 2012 to 2017.

In 2017, the U.S. had 321,261 young producers (ages 35 or 
younger), accounting for 9% of the country’s 3.4 million 
producers. Participating in the ag census is vital to support 
young producers and ensure they are set up for success.

The Impact
Family farms accounted for 96% of all U.S. farms, according to the 2017 Census of Agriculture. 
These farms – 1,789,439 small family farms, 108,304 mid-size family farms, and 52,592 large-scale 
family farms – collectively produced $318 billion worth of agricultural products in 2017.

of Family Farms

Most farms were small family farms, and they operated almost half of U.S. 
farmland, while generating 19% of production. 

Midsize and large-scale family farms accounted for about 63% of production; 
and non-family farms represented the remaining 4% of farms and 18% of 
production.

Family Farms as a Percent of Total Farms, 2017
“The Census of Agriculture provides us with vital 
information on beginning farmers including 
demographics and types of farm enterprises 
established. We rely on this data to inform us of 
beginning farmer trends. All farmers, especially 
beginning farmers, need to respond to the census 
survey to help guide not only policy but also 
supportive funding structures.” 

- Sridharan (Sri) Sethuratnam, Ph.D., 
Director, California Farm Academy, Center 
for LandBased Learning
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