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Sz or Business P o

There is & wide range in the size of cash-grain farms among parts
of the spring wheat region. (See tables 381, 32, 33, and 34.) In
the Red River Valley of North Dakota and Minnesota, the farms
average one-third the acreage in the wheat farms in subregion 105
in Montana and are considerably sinaller than those in the Dakotas
(subregions 90 and 91). When measured by total investment,
the Red River Valley farms rank lower than those in subregion 105,
but higher than those in subregions 90 and 91. In terms of man-
equivalent, the farms in subregion 89 rank highest, because of more
intensive farmmg and greater diversification.

The 1olm,wnshlp of the size of farm business in subregion 89 to
the economic class is fairly typical of the pattern in other sub-
regions. The smaller farmers as a group are seriously handicapped
by lack of resources. It is doubtful that the farm operator can
use his time efficiently on the small-size units.

Table 31.—Suze or Casn-Grain FarMs 1N SuBrecioN 89, BY
ECONOMIC Crass or Farm: 1954

Economie class of farm

Item
Total I II II1 v v VI
Number of farms...._.... 13,280 363 | 2,562 4,679 | 3,540 | 1,678 468
Total acres per farm..._.. 435 1,433 678 431 300 224 167
Crop acres per farm.._... 378 1,324 814 378 247 171 105

Capital Investment per

B
Land and buildings

dollars.. | 31,144 [[111, 605 | 52,429 | 30, 562 | 19,731 | 12,965 G, 876
" Livestock..... dollars..{ 1,710 | 3,052 2,563 ] 1,803 | 1,288 873 383
Machinery.. ..dollars. . 11,748 || 30, 104 16,724 | 11,785 | 9,377 | 7,002 4, 954

Total....... dollars..| 44, 602 |[144, 851 | 71,716 | 44,240 | 30,306 | 20,840 | 12,213

Man-equivalent per farm. 1.4 3.6 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.0 0.9

Table 32.—8ze or Casu-Grain Farms 1n Susrecion S0, By
EconoMmic Crass or Farm: 1954

Economic class of farm

Item
“Total 1 II IIX v v VI
Number of farms._ ... | 24 389 9% | 8,181 | 8, 154| 80617 3,358 918
Total acres per farm. ... 606 || 2,446 | 1,180 785 560 382 313
Crop acres per farm._..... 535 1, 976 044 604 419 1284 - 220

Camtul lnvcstmont pm

far;
Limd and buildmgs
dollars..| 23,926 || 88,320 | 43,480 | 26,619 | 18,384 | 12,366 10, 292

Livestock__... dollars..| 2,856 || 8,404 | 4012 | 3,520 | 2251 1,165 618
Machinery. .. .dollars..| 11,663 || 20,415 | 17, 957 | 12,957 | 10,430 | 7,819 6, 364
Total........dollars..| 38, 445 |[126,130 | 66,340 | 43,096 | 31,065 | 21,350 | 17,274
Man-squivalent per farm. 1.4 3.0 1.8 1.5 1.2 1.0 1.0

Table 33.—Sme or Casu-GraiN FarMs v Susrecion 91, By
“FconoMic Crass oF FarMm: 1954

Economic-class of farm

Itom
: : Total I II IIX v vV |} VI
Number of farms........ 8,687 |n. 1304 1,372 | 2,022 | 2,006 | 1,08 271
Total aeres per farm 560 || 2,007 930 607 420 ' 203 234

Crop sores per farm__..__ 442 | 1,646 | 757 469 321 218 185
'Capital investment por .

Land and buildings .
: : dollars..[.25, 503 j| 87,100 | 44,986 | 26,005 | 17,630 | 11,340 8, 915

Livestock. .. dollars .| 3,513 || 10,263 | 6,023 | 4,087 | 2645 | 1,338 688
Machinery._..dollavs. .| 10,624 || 24,323 | 15,467 | 11,107 | 9,328 | 6,343 4, 474

Total.._._.. dollars..| 39, 640 {121,766 | 66,469 | 42,259 | 20,801 | 19,021 | 14 077
Man-equivalent per farm. 1.3 2.8 1.6 1.4 1.2 1.0 1.0

Table 34.—Smze or Casu-Gram Farms N SusrecioN 105, By
Economic Crass or Farm: 1954

Economlic class of farm

Item S -

Total I 1T IIX v SV VI
Numbér or farms._ ... 15,071 1,317 | 3,600 4,173 ] 3,775 1 709 488
Total acres per farm. 1,304 3 281 1,788 { 1,178 761 524 408
Crop acres per farm... ... 769 2 077 | 1,054 668 440 201 202

Capltul mvestment per

Lund and buildings . o >

dollars. .| .45, 177 ||1137,276 | 65, 182‘ 35, 546 | 22,253 | 14,006 11, 335
Livestock_.... dollars. .| 3,027 1 7,281 5, 1727 4,314 2,676 1,410 871
Machinery....dollars. .| 12,220 || 23,472 | 15,125 | 11,516 | 9,476 | 7,078 5, 636

Total. . .....dollars..| 61,324 ||168,020 | 85,479 | 51,375 { 34,404 | 22,585 | 17,842

Man-equivalent per farm. 1.3 2.2 1.5 ‘1.8 1.1 0.9 0.8

The -distribution of eash-grain farmers by economic class is
shown by subregions in table 35.  Also, the percentage of total
wheat produced by cash-grain farms in each economic class is
shown.  The percentage of farmers in Classes IV, V, and VI is
considerably higher than in the hard winter wheat region (see
table 12). More than half of the farms are in Classes ITII and IV
while more than half the farms are in Classes II and III in the
hard  winter wheat region. In subregion 105, the percentage of
farms in Classes I and II is materially higher than in the other
subregions in the hard spring wheat region. The Classes V and
VI farms produce a small pereentage of the wheat in the sub-
regions because of relatively small wheat acreages and low yields.

Table 35.—Percent DistriBuTioN oF Cast-GRAIN Farms anD
WaeaT Provucep, By Economic Crass FOR THE HARD SprinG
WreaT Recron: 1954

- Economie class of farm
Item and subregion :

I II IIT v v V1

Percent of total in the subregion

Number of farins:
Subroegion:
809, 2.7 19.2 35.3 26.7 12.6 3.5
.8 12.9 33.4 35.3 13.8 3.8
1.5 15.8 33.6 33.5 12.5 3.1
8.7 23.9 27.9 25.0 1.3 3.2
Wheat production:
Subregion:
12.2 36.8 33.4 13.9 3.4 .3
4.5 28.3 38.3 22.8 5.3 .8
9.2 33.8 33.6 18.8 4.0 .6
35.6 36.5 18.0 8.5 2.1 .3

Cror anD Livestock ORGANIZATION

Land use and crops grown.—Although the Red River Valley
and the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana
are generally recognized as comprising the spring wheat region,
other crops are grown here. Cash-grain farms in subregions 89,
90, and 91 are diversified. The fact that acreage allotments for
wheat were in effect in 1954 may have 'had a greater. effect on
land use in this than in the hard winter wheat region. Notwith-
standing an increase during the last 5 years in acreage of crop-
land per farm in each subregion, the acreage of wheat in 1954 in
each was less than in 1949,

. Subregion
Crop acres per farm: 89 %0 91 106
1954 .. . 378 535 442 769
1949 L ___ 358 504 425 721
Acres in wheat per farm:
54 e 80 159 111 281

1949 ... 110 212 150 329
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