
28 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION 

Gas :wd oil expenditures pm· acre increa~e wit.h the deewa;;e ill 
size of fann. In other areas, gas :tnd oil cost~ JH'l' nero do not vary 
with sir.e of farm. Many of the o]wmtors of large farms have un­
doubtedly invested in tnwtors th:tt. burn low-l•oRt fuel, thus rcdne­
ing the fupJ eo~t per aero. Machine hire eoKts ]Wr acre also are 
low<'T on t.hc lnTge farms than small farms. This is the opposite 
of this relationship for larg<• and small fn.rms in other areas. For 
exampk, in subrl'gions 10:3 and 105, for C!nss I fm·mR, expenditures 
per ncre for hir<•d labor were higher on large than on the sinal! farms. 

Comuwreial fPrtili;r.er is used more l'l>. knsively lwre than in most. 
other wheat subregions (R<•e table G4). lt.R use was reported on· 
more t.ha,n 74 pereent of the Class I farms in 1954. Of Uw impor­
tant wlwat-produeing regions, only the Red River Valley n.p­
pro:wlws the white wlwat n•gion in Jwre<,nt.age of farmers reporting 
the u~e of fert.iliz<'r. 

Table 64.-UsE OF CoMMERCIAL FERTILIZER ON CAsH-GRAIN 

FARMs IN SuBREGION 110, BY EcoNOMIC CLAss OF FARM: 1954 

Item 
Total 

Pnrcr-nt of farms using 
fert.ilizr•··--- ... ...... 64.0 

'l'ons used pr.r f:n·nL .. --.. H. a 
Rate or npplll~ltion, 

pounds !Wl' IH'l't' _ _ _ _ _ _ _ H() 

7·1. () 
15. n 

811 

geonomie elnss or fal'lll 

II 

lil.O 
4. n 

104 

III 

50.0 
a. fl 

1[12 

IV 

140 

EFFICIENCY LEVELS OP FARM OPERATION 

v 

45.0 
J.:l 

204 

VI 

28.0 
1.1 

321l 

For tlw yt•nr 1 B54, the ensh-grain fnrnwrs of Uw white wheat 
region rankf•d high among ea~>h-gr:tin fn.rmers in all wheat ~ub­
rPgion:-; in kl'<'ls of Pfiieioney. Gross S1tles per worker of $Hi,OOO 
WPre V<'ry high and the investnwnt per $100 gross Rttles was low 
(seP tnb!P 05). The number of erop a.erPs JWr man and the im·e:o;t.­
ment in maehiiH'ry ]Wr llH\.lt-equivnlent. wns very high. One mrw 
can op<•rate mn.ny neres with the large ma.ehinery u,;pd in the sub­
region. In lD54, wlwat yield>'> wen' 20 ]Wreent above average. 
A high lev!'] of procluetion a.ecotll]Htlli<'d by high priees aceounts in 
part for the high gross n•tunts p<•r farm and per workf'r. For 
ea.eh nwnsure of kvd of effieieney, th<'l'<' was a decliue from Clas~ 
I through ClaRs VI farms. 

Table 65.--SELECTED MEASUREs OF INCOME AND EFFICIENCY 

LEVELS ON CAsH-GRAIN FARMS IN SuBREGION 110, BY EcoNOMIC 

CLASS OP FARM: 1954 

It.rm 

Gross salt's JWr farm 
dollnr~ 

S]weifiNl t~XflC'Il}iP:-\ llPI' 
(u.rm______ .tlollars __ 

Oros:-:: salc•s lrss speeifkd 
eXf)('llSPS ptW farm 

dollar~. 
<~ross sa-ks prr mnn­

equivalont. __ .. dollnrs _ 
'l'otnl invPst.nwnt IH'r 

$100 g-ross ~olt•s 
doll: II'S 

'l'otal invrstnH'nt pPr 
nunl-t'(IUivah·nt. 

doll:ns 
1\JnehiJlC'ry in\·pstmt•nt 

JWl' lllflli·<'Cilli\'a)Pilt. 
dollars . 

]'VfllChiiH'I'Y iUYPS!.nWnl. 
P<'l" erof) n.er(' dollnrs 

\Yin!.er wlwal yi<'ld pc•.r 
<WI'<'----------· hnslwlf'. 

Crop acrrs prr mnn­
C<Inlv>>lt•nt. 

Totnl 

2G, 08K 

4, (;13 

21, 475 

Hi, 10fl 

517 

II, 21\:l 

23 

33 

489 

Economic eln::-s of fnrm 

II 

f)(), 5!i8 1 (i, 004 

8, 537 :l, 00~ 

<12, 021 13, K9ti 

21,408 12,5JR 

.](jl) (i05 

or;, ss1 n, 074 

10, 088 ll, 043 

18 29 

34 31 

019 417 

III 

7, 071 

I, (J20 

5, 451 

ll, 702 

7H 

•W,2ti0 

II, 367 

49 

29 

230 

IV 

3, 742 

J, 150 

2, fH)2 

3, 941 

1, 0:!7 

38, 372 

10,280 

(i:l 

25 

J(i2 

v 

I, 8fi2 

80:l 

1,059 

1, 531 

:m, 374 

11, 02(i 

82 

28 

135 

VI 

S5R 

581 

27G 

J, 210 

2, 327 

20, (i03 

8, 899 

1M 

17 

57 

RECENT CHANGES BY MAJOR WHEAT REGIONS 

Some eompn,ri,;ons between 1!)5,1 and 1949 for hard winter, 
hard spring, aud white whe11,t regions are given in tables 66 to G8. 
These are not comparisons of an identical group of farms in t,he 
two periods as the data for each ye:tr are for those farms elassified 
as ensh-gmin farms in tlutt; particular yenx. The same farms may 
not hn.ve been classified as eash-grain in both ynars. 

From 104\l to l\)5,!, the size of farm increased, the acres in 
p:tsture inereasecl, but t.he aereage in wheat deereased. The 
magnitude of these changes varied between subregions and be­
tween major wheat regions. The most drastcic reduction in wheat 
aereage oceurred in subregion 89, where the 1054 a.creage was only 
one-third t.hat. of 1 04\l. In several subregions the decrease in 
wheat aereage was as much as 25 percent .. 

Table 66.-A CoMPARISON OF SoME hEMs FOR ORGANIZATION, 

ExPENsEs, AND HoME FACILITIEs FOR CAsH-GRAIN FARMs IN 

THE HARD WINTER WHEAT REGION: 1954 AND 1949 

Item 
SubreRion 03 Suhn,gion 04 Subregion JO:.J 

----------.----1---r----
1949 !OM 1049 1H54 !040 !OM 

-------------------------
'l'otal fnrrns ... ______ _ 

Acres pc.~· ftwm: 
All htnd _______ -------· -------·-
CroplmuL. _, __ .. ------ ....... --· 
Whmt ____ .... ----. ---· ----- .... . 
Land JlO.stnrmL ________________ _ 

Li\'t\"'tock-number })Cr fnrm: 
All cut.tlo_. ---- .. -- ... ______ -----
Milk cows. __________ --·--------
Hogs ___ ··-----------·-·--------
Chickens ____ ............. _____ _ 

Expenditmes per farm (dolhus): 
Machine hiro __________________ _ 
Hired labor. _____ . ___________ .. _ 
Gns and ol'---·-·-----·---·-----

TotaL---·--··--··-- .. --------

Facilities-pcrcont of rarms re~ 
porting: 

Telephone ___________ .. 
Electricity ____ . ______ . 
Home freozm· ____ ..... 

16,605 19,859 18,002 2a, 1.40 34, 453 32, 545 

aa7 :loB :J4fi :162 812 s2o 
250 258 2(i:l 264 @3 li07 
84 71 205 145 340 22:1 
78 \12 78 95 210 212 

15 
3 
0 

90 

197 
181 
454 

832 

65 
74 
7 

26 
3 

10 
113 

22~l 
](i] 

575 

18 
:1 
4 

77 

34~ 
298 
493 

26 
3 
a 

90 

2fJ3 
241 
525 

27 
3 
4 

61 

655 
716 
813 

959 1,134 1,029 2,184 

73 71 81 50 
93 81l 95 71 
30 !1 33 14 

~(\ 

2 
:J 

60 

I, 800 

(\1 

89 
42 

Table 67.·-A CoMPARisoN OF SoME hEMs FOR ORGANIZATION, 

ExPENsEs, AND HoME FACILITIES FOR CAswGRAIN FARMS IN 

THE HARD SPRING WHEAT REGION: 1954 AND 1949 

Snbrcp:ion 89 Subregion 90 Subregion 01 Subregion 105 
Item --------------.-----1·--.----

194\l 1954 1940 !954 1940 1954 1940 1954 

Totnl f:mns __ . ______ 1:1,033 13,280 25,21-1 2•1,389 7,054 8,087 12,626 15,071 

Acrm~ pr.r rarm: 
Alllnnd .. -------- .. ---­
Croplnnrl .... --------·-
Wheat.. _____ ........ . 
Lund pnsturcd _ ... __ .. 

Livestock-numlwr per 
farm: 

All cattle .. - .... _______ . 
Milk cows ____________ . 
Hog~-----·------------
Chiekcns ....... ----·· 

Expenditures per rnrm 
(dollnrs): 

JVIachino hire _________ _ 
Hired laboL.---------Oa.s n.nd oiL __________ _ 

'l'otaL. ___ - .. _. _ ... _-

Facilities- pcn:cnt of 
farms reporting: 

'l"'olcphonc _____ .. ______ _ 
Electricity ____ -· ..... . 
Home frco7.01'--·---·-·· 

414 
:358 
110 
34 

11 
4 
4 

58 

190 
580 
744 

4:15 
378 

80 
:3:~ 

13 
4 
6 

79 

198 
490 
8:l:l 

1, li14 1, 521 

53 61 
81 91 
17 39 

61>2 
504 
212 
117 

18 
5 
3 

38 

!92 
·!2a 
71l4 

600 
o:~5 
159 
125 

25 
5 
5 

54 

!68 
322 
857 

1, 379 I, 347 

42 4:1 
68 00 
12 39 

fi2G 
425 
!50 

81 

17 
•l 
9 

74 

251 
11fi 
666 

569 1, 147 
442 721 
Ill 329 
105 406 

30 22 
4 3 

14 2 
101 35 

214 219 
203 574 
812 900 

1, :l:l~ 1, 349 I, 693 

45 52 26 
08 89 67 
10 :l5 19 

1,:30·1 
7()0 
281 
!112 

:lO 
2 
•I 

o\(j 

:18(\ 
57U 

I, OQol 

I, 969 

:Jo 
8!l 
52 

__________ . ___ __:_ _ __:_ ___ :_ _ __c_ __ -'. ____ o._ _ __:_ __ 
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