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The differences in the implications of these data for the 3
most western and 5 most eastern cotton-production regions seem
significant.

For the 10 regions used in this report from 25 to 30 percent of
farm operators are between the ages of 45 and 54. It seems reas-
onable to suppose that those in this age group would, in general,
have attained most of their adjustments toward an efficient and
productive farm business. In this perspective it is interesting
to examine the distribution, among economic classes of farms, of
operators in the 45-t0-54 years of age group for the various regions.

In Regions I, II, III, and V from 61 to 83 percent of the opera-
tors in the age group 45 to 64 years are found on Class V and Class
VI farms. From 0.6 percent to about 3 percent of operators in
this age group are found on farms in Classes I and II in these
regions. .

Region IV, “The Mississippi Delta,” has a substantially smaller
proportion of farm operators in this age group in the two smallest
size-of-business groups, and a much larger percentage are found
on Classes I and II farms. The actual percentages here are 7
and 48 percent, respectively, for the 2 largest and the 2 smallest
gize-of-business groups.

TFor Regions VI and VII, just under one-third of the operators
between 45 and 54 years of age are found on Classes V and VI
farms, while 10 and 14 percent of the operators in this age group
in these two regions have farms that fall in the 2 largest size-of-
business groups.

In the three remaining regions strikingly larger percentages of
operators in this age group are found on Classes I and II farms.
Conversely very much smaller proportions are found on farms that
fall in the two smallest size-of-business groups.

The picture with respect to the age composition of all operators
of cotton farms and of the operators of farms in cach of the eco-
nomic classes is shown for each region in table 22. These data
enable one to appraise, for each region, the proportionate age
distribution of farm operators in various economic classes.

For example, in Region IV, 30 percent of the operators of Class
1V farms are shown to be between 45 and 54 years of age. Opera-
tors in this age group account for 27 percent of all cotton-farm
operators in the region. This age group is, therefore, somewhat
more than proportionally represented among farms that fall
in Economic Class IV.

The proportions of the smaller size-of-business groups of farms
that are operated by persons in the older age groups is a statistic
of some interest. Tor it frequently is, and has in this report been,
assumed that future adjustments in resource use on cotton farms
will significantly affect the number and characteristics of farms
that are now in these economic classes.

Tt is interesting to observe that in Regions I through V from
about 40 to 48 percent of Class VI farms have operators who are
55 years of age or older, and that in these same regions about 23
to 30 percent of the operators of Class V farms fall in this older
age group. In each of these 5 regions, except Region IV, Classes
V and VI farms account for from about 65 to more than 85 percent
of all cotton farms. In Region IV these two smallest size-of-
business groups comprise about 53 percent of all cotton farms.

The older group of operators account for substantially higher
proportions of all operators of Classes V and VI cotton farms in
the remaining regions. From the standpoint of the regions as a

whole, however, these smaller size-of-business farms are of much
less significance in these regions.

TasLe 22.—PercENT DistriBuTION OF OPERATORS OF EACH Economic Crass or Corron FarM, By Ace, By Rrcrons: 1954

Economic class of farm Economie class of farm
Region and age of operator Al Region and age of operator Al
dasses || X I |m)|w/| v |vr s || T I | x| oav v | vI
REGION I REGION VI
All 8g6 groups. . oo 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 200.0 | 100.0 Al age groups 100.0 |{ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Under 26 years. ... 10 N | . 1.2 2.9 2.2 3.6 3.5 Under 25 years 2.8 [{accannn 2.6 3.5 2.1 4.0 14
26 to 34 years.. 3.0 47) 143 126 13.5| 13.4| 12,2 25 0 84 YOArS.. ... 14.9 17167 201 150 15.4| 158 77
36 to 44 years.. 27.7 || 28.3| 30.31 340| 329 | 280/ 20.6 35 to 44 years ... 2421 30.9| 348 207 230 249] 82
45 to 54 years. . 27.8 || 28.4| 20.7} 3.4 30.0| 27.9| 243 45 to 54 years...__._______ " 28.2 || 36.3| 222| 26.2| 35.3| 234 o274
65 t0 64 years.._. 17.3 || 222 15.3] 131 | 145| 177 207 55 t0 64 Years._.-..._.----_.._._ 216 | 13.6| 153 | 20.9| 184 | 226§ 332
65 years and over. .. ... .... B SO 16. 4 9.2 6.1 6.9 9.4 18.7 66 years and over-.......__._._. 8.4 2.5 5.0 4.7 5.8 9.31 22.1
REGION II REGION VII
All 8ge groups. .. —_. 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 All age groups.......__. 160.0 || 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.
Under 25 yesrs. ... PI | IR G MR 18| 21| 26 Under 25 years... ... 2.1 14} 14 22| 24| 21| e (1)
25 to 34 yoars. . 9.9 (|77 1331785 | 94 11| 9.0 26 t0 34 YOArs...._.-_-..__.... 126 ! 1481 1431 15.7| 123| 14| 7.3
36 to 44 years.. 25.3 || 2737 23.9( 33.3| $3.8| 20.6| 10,0 36 to 44 years._._____________ 25.0 || 29.6( 314 288 | 259 21.9| 153
45 t0 64 yoars.. 27.2 || 27.3 | 2.2 36.2| 325 30.0| 230 45 to 654 years... .. _______ 20.1 || 32.1( 3L.2| 289 | 313 272 236
55 to 64 years... 2121 40.9 | 20.5| 130 16.3| 18.4| 25.3 55 to 64 years.._._.__________ . 212 | 16.8| 16.4| 175 19.8 | 255| 28.4
06 years and Over..._.___._.___ 14.2 4.5 6.1 9.0 7.2 8.8 211 65 years and over........____.__ 10. 1 53 5.3 6.9 83| 1.9 233
REGION III REGION VIII
AN age groups. - .- 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 All age groups..o._..____ 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 1
Under 25 years.... 36| 09f 08| 15] 25| 40| 42 Under 25 y%a}é:r___l_) _____________ L2l 28| 01w og: 2 mg: 9 103: 8
gﬁ to 34 years.._ 13.9 | 147] 42| 134} 128] 160 121 25 t0 34 years. ... 15.3|( 1881 17.7] 120 165} 127 40
45 to 44 years. 26.0 || 26.5| 25.3| 350! 340| 281 182 35 t0 44 years... ...~ 229 [{ 31.8{ 26.4| 171} 17.1| 20.4| 280
4 to b4 years__ 28.0! 36.3| 32.5| 31.8| 31.5| 28.7| 24.3 45 to 54 years._..._______.____._ 28.6 || 30.6 | 20.2| 26.2| 285 30.2] 260
Sg $0 64 yoars. .. 17.6 || 13.4| 20.7] 13.1| 143 17| 221 55 to 64 years. ... 214\l 110 21.2| 20.5| 20,7 | 24.6| 16.0
yeaxrs and Over....._....._... 10.9 8.2 6.5 5.2 4.9 7.6 19.1 65 years and OVer......ooooo.._ 10.6 5.0 54| 143 148 11.4( 240
REGION IV REGION IX
All ago groups_._...... 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 All age groups.... ——-{ 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 1
gﬁnder 25 years. ..... 45| Lol 21| 24| 81| 58] 70 Under 25 yoars.ooorrrrooo | a7l 20l ael %) og:¢; 10% g 1(1)3 g
2% ttso 34 years. 6.1 16.2] 17.2| 149 146]| 17.8] 152 26 to 34 yoars 20.9 || 2741 20.3| 16,9 16.0 | 147 .
3 to 44 years.. 21.0 || 35.6| 35.2| 3.4 30.3| 249 182 35 to 44 years 289 35.4 ) 29.4| 258 | 185 187|158
Lo b4 yoars... or.2.|| 26.4| 27.7| 3u5| 30.2| 25.2{ 222 45 to b4 years 26.7 || 24.8| 286 2.6 247 27.3| 158
08 to 64 years. 16.9 || 148 | 120] 147| 60| 17.3| 212 55 to 64 years 13.2] 76| w6l 187] 222 205| 26.3
years and over..._....___._. 83| 70| 49| 51| 58] 00| 162 65 years and over............... 5.6 19 43| 68| 120 160/ 316
REGION V REGION X
All age groups.... ... 100.0 {| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 All age
, - 3 3 . A 3 N . groups 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 { 100. 100. 5 N
%}d“;}" years.._. D3 | . 10] 07| 24| 23| 25 Under 26 years....._..__ 1.9 L4 L8 og. g 0?_ g 10(1). g 10(2) g
28 to 34 yomrs.. 84172071 71| 121| 10| 95| &7 25 to 34 years. ... 170 25| 16.4) 136) 141 112 )
38 t0 44 yoars... 215 || 31.7| 26.9| 20.0| 285 237 150 35 to 44 years.__._._. 28.9 || 83.6( 3L2| 25.5| 2204 o2 (Il
5 to o4 years . 31.8 |l 245 35.4| 33.0| 343 | 340/ 287 45 t0 54 years......._. 2601 2761 27.6| 23.5| 28.0| 2890 | 16,7
85 S0 64 years. .. 2451 207 221 17.3| 183 | 22.0| 304 55 to 64 years._._____ 16.1 (| 1.6 157 2241 20.3| 19.2| 222
vears and over......_...___. 1wefl 24| 75| 70| 55| 85| 177 65 years'and over..._.___. 9.2 44 7.3 17| 13.7| 200/ 58
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