COTTON PRODUCERS AND COTTON PRODUCTION

49

Section 7.—SELECTED MEASURES OF FARM INCOME AND EFFICIENCY

In this section two additional sets of basic data are presented
for economic classes of cotton farms in the ten regions. These are
the value of sales per farm, and per farm amounts of expenditure
for & number of items of cash-production expense. The per farm
totals of these designated items of cash-production expenses are
referred to as “specified expenses.”

The basic data on average sales per farm are shown in table 31;
those concerning designated items of expense are given in table 32.

The data relating to average sales per farm probably provide the
best available measure of both the absolute and the relative sizes
of farm business that are found on the various economic clagses of
cotton farms.

In recent years concern has been expressed in some quarters
about the fact of secularly increasing size-of-farm businesses.
This report is not, of course, designed to analyze the complex re-
lationships between social goals and necessary economic adjust-
ments on farms that are involved in questions relating to trends
in size-of-farm businesses. An examination of the average levels

. of total sales on the three largest size-of-business groups of cotton

farms does, however, provide an objective measure of the size of
these largest cotton farms.

Class I farms include all those with sales of $25,000 or more.
Except for Region X where the average is $110,000, the farms in
this class have average total sales of from $40,000 to $60,000.
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