10 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION

percent of all eggs sold. Although there were 1,392,000 farms
reporting eggs sold in 1954, the 50,000 farms with 800 or more
chickens on hand, accounted for more than 40 percent of the total
sales. The 86,000 commercial poultry farms with 800 or more
chickens on hand in 1954, produced over one-third of all chicken
eggs sold.

Table 9.—NuMBER oF BrOILERS Sor_D N 13 Leapine Probucing
StaTes: 1054

Production of Broilers

From its beginning, the production of chicken broilers has been
a large-scale commercial operation. rather than.a sideline of gen-
eral farming or other types of farming. Growth of the broiler
enterprise largely replaced. the produetion of spring fryers which,
up until a decade or so ago, was frequently carried on as a part
of the poultry enterprise on many farms. The production of
broilers is more definitely concentrated into specific areas and into

larger operations than is any of the other segments of the poultr
Number of | Percent of g p y
State broilers sold Unlted industry. The chief broiler areas have developed mainly in five
States total widely different parts of the United States: () Delaware-Mary-
. land—Virginia. (“‘Delmarva’), (2) Georgia and Alabama, (3)
United States. .. ... ... ......_ 702, 373, 716 100.0 8 ’
""""""""""""""" e - Arkansas, (4) Texas, and (6) California. Within these groups of
Total, 18 States. .. ... 603, 582, 339 76.2 States the industry is concentrated into relatively few counties.
OOIRIR oo s 1(1’3 ggg 40 1;-3 The degree of the concentration is indicated by the value of
}13&}:::*‘"@ gé g?g ggg ;g broiler production in the ranking broiler counties, = More than 60
Maryland pEy 094, 361 5.8 percent of the broiler production in this country comes from 100
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North Carolina_ ... T IIT T 36, 463, 971 45 each of the lower 27 ranking counties.
Mississippi 34, 300, 326 4.3 In the more concentrated arcas, broiler production is on such a
s T 28,000, 984 ] highly commercialized basis that it might perhaps be elassed more
MBI - oo 24,275, 524 3.1 nearly as a rural manufacturing aetivity than as a farming opera-
tion. Production is highly specialized and mechanized; it ocecurs
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FACKEON, Qe oo 308 4,408,438 14454 ASdr"SS’coggm, Maine. . 11000 35 1, 672, 581 47,78
Kenneboe, Maine. _.ocooeuoe 120 4,386,346 36, 553 Rusk, Texas. .. 117 1,650, 065 éi(li(lj)
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Pickens, G 202 3,578;48¢ | © 12,255 Paulding, Ga. 71 | - 1,506,705 %8, 208
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