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MOST FREQUENT METHOD OF RENTING FARMS, 1954 
(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 
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TYPE OF LAND 

There were 170,307,389 acres of land in commercial farms in 
the Corn Belt in 1954. This was 16.5 percent of all the land in 
commercial farms in the United States. In the Corn Belt as a 
whole, 71.5 percent of the land in commercial farms was cropland 
(table 19). The percentage of farmland tht~t ·was cropland was 
greatest in the Central Corn Belt (82.4 percent), and smallest in 
the Southern Corn Belt (60.4 percent). Only 7.3 percent of the 
land in commercial farms in the Corn Belt was woodland. The 

TABLE 19.-AcREAGE OF ALL LAND IN CoMMERCIAL FARMs AND 

DisTRIBUTION OF LAND AMONG BROAD TYPEs OR UsEs, IN TI-IE 

CoRN BELT AND CoMPONENT REGIONs: 1954 

All land in 
Region farms Cropland' 

Acres: 
170,'307, 38U Corn Belt, totaL __ -----_ 121, 754, 844 

Eastern Corn Belt _____ 27, 289, 899 21,269,826 
Central Corn Belt. ____ 33,369, 798 27,495, 157 
N orthcrn Corn Belt. __ 22, 396, 741 16,858, 271 
Western Corn Belt_ ___ 53, 216, 015 35, 561, 412 
South em Corn Belt. __ 34, 034, g;J6 20, 570, 178 

Percent of farmland: 
Corn Belt, total_ ________ 100.0 71. 5 

Eastern Corn Belt _____ 100.0 77.9 
Central Corn Belt _____ 100.0 82.4 
Northern Com Belt ___ 100.0 75.3 
Western Corn llelt ____ 100.0 66.8 
Southern Corn Belt ___ 100.0 00.4 
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1 Total cropland. Includes cropland harvested, crop](md used only for pasture, and 
cropland neither harvested nor pastured. 

2 Total woodland. Includes woodland pastured and woodland not pastured. 
' Honse lots, roads, wasteland, etc. 

percentage of woodland was greatest in the Southern Com Belt 
(14.4 percent); it was smallest in the Western Corn Belt (2.5 
p"ercent). Pastureland other than cropland awl woodland pas­
ture made up 15.6 percent of the farmland in the total Corn 
Belt. Approximately a fourth of the fttrmland in the Westem 
Corn Belt was pasture other than cropland or woodland, but in 
the Eastern Corn Belt this type accounted for only 5.4 percent of 
the total. The proportion of farmland in house lots, roads, 
wasteland, etc., was 5.6 percent for all commercial ft>rms in the 
Corn Belt and this proportion did not vary greatly between 
regions. 

Practically all commercial farms in the Corn Belt reported 
cropland in 1954 (table 20). The percentage of farms reporting 

TABLE 20.-PERCENT OF COMMERCIAL FARMS REPORTING BROAD 

TYPEs OR UsEs OF LAND, IN THE CoRN BELT AND CoMPONENT 

REGIONS: 1954 

Pasture 
Land in Crop- Wood- other than All othor 

Region farms il>nd 1 land 2 cropland lnnd 3 

or wood-
lo.nd 

-------------- -----
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Com Belt, totaL ___________ 100.0 97.0 38.4 50.8 07.2 
Eastern Corn Belt__ ________ 100.0 05.0 62.2 32.8 97.0 
Central Corn Belt __________ 100.0 97.7 22.7 40.1 07.0 

Northern Corn Belt_ _______ 100.0 98.4 33.6 53.5 08.3 
Western Corn Bolt _________ 100.0 07.2 19.7 60.4 07.2 
Southern Corn Belt_ _______ 100.0 96.3 5<1. 0 62.0 97.2 

' Total cropland. Includes cropland ho.rvestod, cropland used only for pasture, and 
cropland neither harvested nor pastured. 

' 'l'otal woodlo.nd. Includes woodland pastured o.nd woodland not pastured. 
a IIouso lots, roads, wasteland, etc. 
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