60 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION

Tasre 84.—Psercent or CommerciaL Farms REeporTING
Seeciriep ExpenpiTures, ™~ tHe CorN Berr: 1954

Specifled farm expenditures

Type and economic class of farm Com- Lime
cll\:xiix"l-o Hired | poogq HG“SO' morcial| , 804
Tabor €0 no and| “go. | liming
hire oil lizor mslxtle-
ria)

Percent| Percent | Percent| Percent| Percent | Percen
69.7 51.8 . 2 02.2 66.5

All commeorcial farms 19.0

Cash-grain farms:
Total

69.7 49,8 78.4 66.1 68.8 17.8
67.0 88.8 84,1 97.5 88.4 34.7
70.7 68.8 86.3 97.8 80.9 23.8
71.1 52.0 83.7 97.4 69.0 17.0
69.7 39.6 4.4 95.2 62.2 14,8
68.2 20.6 63.3 80.6 60.8 13.9
58.9 18.2 64.8 74.6 48.0 9.7
70.3 56.0 95.7 91.8 66.4 20.9
70.6 87.0 98.3 98.0 84.9 30.9
73.0 70.8 01.7 07.61 80.2 25, 9
74.1 67.4 96.9 06.8 69.0 21.4
71.8 47.6 96. 2 01.8 56.8 17.6
64.2 34.7 01.8 79.7 45.6 14.2
45.6 21.6 87.5 59.9 31.0 9.7

t Livestock other than dairy and poultry farms.

Feed was the largest item of expenditure per commercial farm
reporting (table 85). This was true for all commercial farms and
for practically every economic class of cash-grain and livestock
farms. Among the 89.2 percent of the commercial farms buying
feed, the average expenditure for feed in 1954 was $1,510. On
cash-grain farms, this expenditure averaged $2,134 on Class I
farms, $1,120 on Class II farms, $696 on Class III farms, and $193
on Class VI farms. On livestock farms the average expenditure
for feed, by the 95.7 percent of the farmers who reported this
expenditure, was $2,117. On Class I livestock farms the average
amount spent for feed was $9,458. From this rather tidy sum,
the average expenditures ranged downward to $2,855 on Class I
farms, and to $293 on Class VI farms. A large part of the expend-
iture for feed by farmers in the Corn Belt is for oil meal, such as
soybean meal or linseed meal, and for commercially mixed feeds,
such as pig starter and poultry laying mash.

TaBLE 85.—AvVERAGE ExPeENDITURE PEr CommerciaL Farwm
RerorTiNG EacH Speciriep Expense 1N THE CornN Berr: 1954

Specified farm expenditures (dollars)

Type and cconomic class of farm | . Gaso- | Com- Iﬁg‘g’
chine ﬁggg Feed [line and n;_l(g_rﬁl_al liming

hire oll lizer | Mmate-

rials
All commerclal farms. ... 242 576 | 1,510 526 439 186
Cash-grain farms:
otal o L 251 476 726 574 562 188
Class T ... 676 2,474 | 2,184 | 1,712 2192 A7
J 8 R, 326 1,120 233
) 80 SR, 263 280 600 570 466 176
IV . 208 196 416 381 308 133
................... 169 144 279 240 211 103
VIl 108 95 193 157 134
Livestock farms:! '

171 260 609 | 2,117 526 498 168
Class T oo 456 | 2,166 | 9,468 1,176 1,286 3256
................... 301 2, 856 616 196
b5 0 S 246 334 1,460 480 390 144
IV s 202 237 893 353 273 111
................... 154 164 520 230 198 100
A'2 S, 108 120 203 1563 147 92

Hired labor was the second largest expenditure per farm report-
ing. Only about half the farms used hired labor, but on farms
where it was used, it was generally a substantial expense. Hired
labor was used to the largest extent on the larger farms. On
Class T cash-grain farms, the average wage bill per farm reporting
was $2,474, and on Class I livestock farms it was $2,166. On
Class IT and smaller farms, however, the average expenditure for
bired labor was one of the smallest expenditure items reported.

Gasoline and oil constituted the third largest item of expenditure
per farm reporting. This item averaged $574 on cash-grain farms
and $526 on livestock farms. The range in size of the gasoline
and oil bill per farm reporting among cash-grain farms was from
$157 on Class’ VI farms up to $1,712 on Class I farms. Class
for class, the average expenditure for gas and oil was smaller on
livestock farms than on cash-grain farms.

The average expenditure for commereial fertilizer per farm re-
porting ranged from $2,192 down to $134 on the economic classes
of cash-grain farms, and from $1,286 down to $147 on the economic
classes of livestock farms. Expenditures for lime and liming
material averaged smaller than any other specified expenses
reported. The range on cash-grain farms was from $427 on Class
I farms to $88 on Class VI farms.

The average bill for machine hire among the 69.7 percent of the
farmers who reported this item was $242. The size of this ex-
penditure ran slightly lower on the livestock farms than it did on

the corresponding classes of cash-grain farms.
\

The total amount of the 6 specified expenses on all commercial
farms in the Corn Belt in 1954 was 2.1 billion dollars (table 86).
About half of this was spent by livestock farmers, and about a
fourth by cash-grain farmers. More than half of the expenditures
among both cash-grain and livestock farms were made by the
Class II and Class III farms. Expenditures for feed reached
almost 1.1 billion dollars, or approximately half of the total speci-
fied expenditures. On cash-grain farms, the expenditure for feed
was only slightly greater than the expenditure for gasoline and oil,
but on livestock farms the expenditure for feed was relatively much
greater. On all economic classes of farms except Class I, the total
expense for commercial fertilizer was greater than the total expense
for hired labor.

TasLe 86.—ToraL Seeciriep ExpenNprTUres oN COMMERCIAL
Farms iv tae Corn Berr: 1954

Specified farm expenditures (thousand dollars)

Type and economic Com- Lime
class of farm Mas | mied Gaso- | o eial and
Total chine | oy Feed line M gl liming
hire and oil { 3,00 | mate-
rial
All commercial
farms...._.......|2,115,745 ||134, 543 (237,679 (1, 073,633 {385, 652 |259,213 | 26,028

513,000 || 46,264 | 02,471 ) 150, 381 {144, 570 {100, 621 8, 862
52, 824 2,506 | 14, 264 11,669 | 10,851 | 12,682 963
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1,108,354 || 567,446 |111,408 | 661,732 (157,703 (106,420 | 11,464
314,408 || 7,821 | 42,812 | 211,050 | 26,144 | 24,801 | 2,281
40,240 | 233,017 | 566,054 | 41,301 | 4,227
244,007 || 17,168 | 18,120 | 136,464 | 44,804 | 25,443 | 2,008
107,655 {| 9,721 | 7,661 | 66,046 | 21,730 | 10,388 [ 1,310
37,167 || 3,964 | 2,279 | 19,408 | 7,322 | 3,626 B6Y
.......... 9,027 930 488 4,848 | 1,731 862 169
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! Livestock other than dairy and poultry farms.

1 Livestock other than dairy and poultry farms.
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