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Tasre 24.—Percent DistriButioN oF Torar Laxp ror Eacn
Economic Crass, BY Tyee oF Faru, ror thHe Unrrev States:
1954

Economic class of farm
Type of farm Total
I ;g urgiv vV | VI
All commercial farms.. 100.0 |[160. 0 {160.0 |100.0 [100.0 [100.0 [100.0
Cash-grain... 19.8 || 12.7 | 25.6 | 26.4 | 20.6 | 13.6 | 0.0
Cotton.... 6.3 60| 40| 42| 7.1]11.6]16.2
Other fleld 3.3 1.4 16| 27| 66| 7.6] 82
Vegetablo__. 0.5 0.8 63 62] 03] 0.4] 0.7
Troit-and-nut. ... - 0.9 1.9 087 05} 0.6 0.7 0.7
Dairy. - 9.4 2.8 851341144127 10.4
Poultry_ 1.2( 08| 1.1| 10y 1.2| 1.8} 3.1
Livestock other than dairy and poul-
| 7 0 U 49.2 |1 60.6 | 50.1 | 39.8 | 36.6 | 30.1 | 41.2
Geoneral:
Primarily erop..cocaeomeucecancoauns 2.1 L7)] 19| 20) 24| 30| 3.0
Primarily livestock.. 1.1 0.2 0.7] 1.5 20 20| L8
Crop and livestock ... 5214 1.6 46| 7.5 85| 656 40
Miscellaneous. ..o ocooomneoaecaoas 1.0 Lo 09! 07| L0 14| L7

The distribution of land in farms is affected by the different
land requirements for farms in different parts of the country.
Many of the livestock and cash-grain farms are in western regions
where, because of limited rainfall, the yields of crops and pastures
are low, and considerable acreages are required to provide an
efficient farm organization. On many western livestock farms
20 or more acres are required to furnish pasture for one animal
unit. In much of the western plains, wheat can be grown only
in alternate years. Part of the land is ‘“fallowed” each year to
accumulate enough moisture for the next year’s crop.

Although less than 10 percent of the livestock farms are in the
West, these comprise 40 percent of the land in all livestock farms.
"The western region contains only about a tenth of the total
number of cash-grain farms, but a fifth of the land in such farms
is in the western region. Similarly, the average acreage of live-
stock farms in the West is several times the acreages in northern
and southern regions. Cash-grain farms in the West average
more than twice as large as those in other regions.

Of the 1,032 million acres of land in comamercial farms in 1954,
25 percent was in Class I farms, about 60 percent in Classes IJ,
TII, and 1V, and slightly less than 15 percent in Class V and VI
farms (see table 25). But among types of farms, the proportion
of the commercial farmland by economic class varies considerably.
Among cash-grain farms, other field-crop farms, dairy farms,
general livestock, and general crop and livestock farms, a relatively
small proportion of the farmland is contained in Class I farms.
On the other hand, about half of the acreage in vegetable and
fruit-and-nut farms falls in Class I and more than a third of the
land in livestock farms.

Of all land in Class I farms more than two-thirds is in livestock
farms. Cash-grain farms contain about 13 percent and cotton
farms 6 percent of the acreage in all Class I farms. No other type
accounts for as much as 3 percent of the acreage in Class I farms.

Nationally, two-thirds of the commercial farms and three-fifths
of the land in commercial farms are in Economice Classes IT, I1I,
and IV. A much higher proportion of the acreage, around three-
fourths, is found in these classes on cash-grain, dairy, general

livestock and general crop and livestock farms. In contrast, less

than half the acreage is found in these classes on cotton, other
field-crop, vegetable, and fruit-and-nut farms.

The land contained in Economic Classes V and VI ranged from
a high of one-third of the land in cotton farms to a low of 9 percent
for cash-grain farms.

TanLe 25.—Percent DistriBuTion oF Torar Lanp 1N Farms
ror Eacu Type or CommerciaL FarwM, By EcoNomic Crass,
rOR THE UNITED STATES: 1954

Economic class of farm
Type of farm Total :
I I nr | 1v vV | VI
All commeroial farms 100.0 1} 25.2 [ 23.4 | 21.4 | 18.8 | 9.9 4.4
16.1 130.2 | 28.5 | 16.4 6.8 2.0
2411148 114211771183 11.1
11,1 { 10.8 | 17.5 | 26.8 | 22.8 | 10.9
50,0 | 13.1 | 10.5 | 10.4 9.1 7.0
Fruit-and-nut. 100.0 §| 49.4 [ 18.9 | 12.1 8.3 701 3.3
Y 8.1]21.11305/}24.1113.4 4.8
17.8122.6 1189 | 15.7 | 18.4 | 1L.7
356 | 238173118 7.9 3.6
QGeneral:
Primarily erop..moccaceococconanns 100.0 {] 20.2 [ 20.9 | 20.3 [ 17.9 | 14.4 0.3
Primarily livestock . . . _.____... 100.0 4.0 155 | 2851287 }17.3] 6.0
Crop and livestock.. ..o 100.0 7.3120.8|30.6;266112.4| 3.4
Miscellaneous. ..o .. 100.0 || 26.0 | 21.8 | 14.9 [ 16.8 | 14.0 7.6

Table 26 shows the average acreage per farm for types of farms
by economic class. These averages disclose the wide range in
acreage found within each economie class of farm and the variation
by type of farm. Within each type there is a correlation between
size measured in acres and size measured by value of farm products
sold. A decrease in average acreage is associated with a decrease
in value of produects sold for each type of farm. This relation of
acreage to value, by type of farm, indicates that the classification
by value of products sold provides a fairly good measure of
size when dealing with different types of farms under widely
different production conditions.

TaBLe 26.—Averace Size or FarM For Eacu Tyee or Com-
MerciaL Faru, sy Economic Crass, rpor THE UNITED STATES:
1954

Economie ¢lass of farm

Type of farm Total
I II I v v VI

All commeroial farms. ...} 310.3 |{ 1,939.1 | 537.8 | 311.9 | 201.0 | 134.3 87.1
Cash-grain. ... ... 380.1 |{ 1,494.7 | 558.9 | 363.5 | 260.1 { 167.9 | 121.8
Cotton_ ... 124.4 |1 1,031.6 | 376.9 | 198.7 99.3 1 63.8 54.1
Other field-erop. - oo ceeenevns 91.8 667.5 | 236.5 | 123.9 | 79.0 | 65.7 ] 54.5
Vegetable ... ... . ... .. 148.6 636.1 | 139.3 | 98.1| 780 | 66.9 | 52.4
Froit-andnab ..o oo 119.3 463.6 | 120.6 1 72.6 | 53.8 | 43.0| 46.8
Dalry 177.2 508.4 | 269.8 | 189.4 | 152.5 | 126.3 97.8
POUlbEY oo 78.1 162.9 | 949 79.7] 68.7{ 569 51.3

Livestock other than dairy
and POWY oo 730.7 || 4,539.0 | 996.56 | 576.0 | 417.7 | 291.3 | 183.6

G%uiral: 1

rimarily erop ..o ceeeee s . . 462.3 | 303.6 | 180.5 | 147.0 | 128.6
* Primarily Mvestock - 3 3 249.9 | 200.7 | 177.9 | 145.1 | 106.3
Crop and livestock..... 3 3 391.9 | 202.0 | 234.1 | 161.1 | 121.6
Miscellaneous. vecaaaacnnn- , 597.1 | 385.1 | 276.5 | 228.6 | 172.1 | 136.8
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