
A GENERAL VIEW 

Cropland Harvested .. 

About 322 million. acres were in harvested crops in 1954. This 
was. slightly less than a third of the total land in farms. The 
proportion of the land that was in harvested crops varied among 
types of farms and between· economic classes within each type 
(see tnble 28). Approximately half or more of the total land was 
in harvested crops on cash-grain, cotton, vegetable, and general 
farms. Between a third and two-fifths of the land in other field­
crop, fruit-and-nut, and dairy farms, was harvested cropland­
only a fourth of the .land in poultry farms and 15 percent of the 
land. in livestock farms. 

TABLE 28.-GROPLAND HARVESTED As A Pi!RcENT OF ToTAL 

LA~D IN FARMS FOR EAcH TYPE OF FARM, BY EcoNOMIC CLASs 

OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1954 

Economic class of farm 
Type of farm Total 

.II ITI IV v VI 

------------
.Au eommeroial farms.: _________ 31.1 18.8 36.8 40.0 36.2 28.7 21.3 

Cash-grain ...•.. ---_ ..•. ____ .. ____ -____ 64.5 47.5 57.8 58.2 64.1. 47.2 36.7 
Cotton •. _____ c ____________ --- __ ------ 50.6 64.3 57.1 64.7 52.4 45.8 33.9 
Other field-croP-------------------- __ . 36.3 40.4 48.1 40:6 36.4 28.5 20.8 
Vegetable~_:. ____ -~ ___ ------ __ ----_-_ 46.9 51.4 64.5 47.3 39.5 33.5 27.8 
Fruit-and-nut. _______________________ 37.0 36.2 41.9 41. 5 35.4 30.6 23.2 
Dairy-~·------------------------------ 38.1 32.0 42.7 42.2 37.9 30.2 22.0 
Poultry.----------------------------- 26.0 30.6 28.7 26.8 25.6 22.7 17.1 
Livestock other than dairy and 

poultry----_------------------------ 15.4 7. 5 19.4 23.3 20.5 15.4 12.7 

General: . 
Primarily crop.-------------------- 41.6 46.7 47.6 42.2 40.6 33.8 24.3 Primarily livestock _________________ 46.8 31.9 58.4 64.6 46.3 36.7 24.4 
CrofJ and livestock----------------- 47.0 35.6 63.4 52.8 45.9 36.7 26.7 

Mlsce laneous------------------------ 8.2 10.2 7.1 7.4 7.8 7. 7 7. 7 

For most types of farms the larger farms and the smaller farms 
have less of the land in harvested crops. This results in a slightly 
higher proportion of the cropland than of the total· land being 
found among the medium-sized Classes II, III, and IV farms.· 
Four::fifths ·or m:o-re·· of the· cropland is· accounted for by these 
classes for cash-grain, dairy, general livestock, and general crop 
ana ·livestock farms (see table ·29). ·· Half or more of the cropland 
is found on Classes II, III, and IV farms for each of the other 
types,· with the exception of vegetable and f1;uit-and-nut farms. 
For these two types, half or more of the cropland is in Class I 
farms. About 70 percent is accounted for by Classes I and II 
together. Economic Classes V and VI account for a smaller 
proportion of the cropland than of the total land in farms for 
eal)h type offarm. · · 

dash-grain farms and livestock farms accounted for a third and 
a fourth, respectively, of the harvested cropland (see table 30). 
Cotton fai·mers and dairy farmers each used about a tenth of the 
cropland. With the exception of general crop and livestock fa~·ms 
which accounted for :s percent of the . cropland, no other type 
accounted for as much as 4 percent. Cash-grain farms and live­
stock farms taken together ac.caunted for more than half of the 
Cl'Opland harvested in each Economic cl~sses I through IV and 
two-fifths of the cropland in Class V and Class·. VI farms. On 
Class VI farms, however, a higher proportion of the cropland 
was accounted for by ,cotton farms. 
· The average acreage-of cropland harvested per farm is largest on 

cash-grain farms and lowest on poultry farms (see table 31). 
Except for cash-grain f&rms, livestock farms and general crop and 
livestock farms had a larger average acreage in crops harvested 
than any of the types that had a major soUrce of inoome from sales 
ofcrops. · · . 

TABLE 29.-PERCENT DI~TRIBUTION OF ToTAL AcREAGE OF 

CROPLAND HARVESTED FOR EAcH TYPE oF CoMMERCIAL !"ARM 

BY EcoNOMIC CLAss, FOR. THE UNITED STATEs: _1954 

EiJono~lc class of farin 
Type of farm Total 

I It III IV v n· 
----------· --

All commercial farms ___________ 100.0 15.2 26. o 27.4 18.4 9:1 3.0 

Cash-grain._----.---- .• c .. ----------- 100.0 14.0 32.1 30.4 1.6. 3 5.9 1.3 
Cotton .•.. --------------------------- 100.0 25.8 16~ 1 15:3 18.3 16.5 . ·7.4 

Other field-crop .•. ------------------- 100.0 15.0 14.3 19.6 26.8 17. 9·: ··:_6 .. 8' 
Vegetable •.• ------------.--.--- ... --- 100.0 54.8 15.2 10.6 8.8 6. 5 4.2 

Fruit-and -nut.-.--.• _ ....•. ---------- 100.0 48.3 21.4 13.6 8.9 5. 7 2.1 
Dairy_---_ •. ___ --------._ .•• -----.--. 100.0 5.1 23.7 33.8 24.0 10.6 2.8 

Poultry .• ------------------"·-------- 100.0 20.9 24.8 19. 5 15. 5 11.7 7. 7 
Livestock other than dmry and 

29. 9_ 26.1 .J5. 6 7.9 3.0. . p_oul~rY---~------~------ ------------ 100._ Q 17,4 ... 

General: 
22.6 23.9 20.6 17. 5 11.7· !3. 7 Primarily.---------._--.---.-- .. --. 100.0 

Primarily livestock ..• -------------- 100.0 2. 7 19.3 33.2 28.4. ·13. 2 3. 2 
CrofJ and livestock _________________ 100.0 5. 5 23.6 34.3 25.0 9. 7 1.9 

Misce laneous. __________ , _________ --- 100.0 32.2 19:0 13.4 15.0 13; 2-· c 7;2 

TABLE 30.-PERCENT DrsTRIBOTION OF ToTAL AcREAGE OF. 

CROPLAND HARVESTED FOR EACH EcoNOMIC CLAss, BY TYPE 

OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1954 

Economic class of farm 
Type of farm Total 11----.----,---,-----;--,---

I II III IV V VI 
-------- --

All. commercial farms .... , ... , .• 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Cash-gram.----------------------- •. _ 34.7 31.9 41.4 38.5 30.7 22.3' 15.6 
Cotton •. _ .... ·- .• ~ ..... _ c _ •• ~ •• __ .- _ •• 10.3 17.4 6.4 5. 7 10.2 18.6 -25.8-
Other field-crop.-----.--- .. _.-------. 3.8 3.8 2.0 2. 7 5. 5 7. 5 8.0 
Vegetable.-------------- __ ._--_ ...... 0. 7 2. 5 0.4 0.3 0.3 0. 5 1.0 

Fruit-and-nut. .•.. _________ .•. ___ ..• _ 1.1 3. 6 0.9 0.6 0.5 o. 7 0.8 
Dairy------- .• --------------_-------- 11.5 3. 9 10.1 14.2 15.0 13.4 10.8 
Poultry _____ .------------------------ 1. 0 1.3 0. 9 o. 7 0 .. 8 1.2 2.5 
Livestock other than dairy and poul-

20.7 21.0 24.5 try---.--------------~------------- .. 24.3 27.8 27.1 23.2 

General: ·· - · 
2:6 iii -:3':5 Primarily crop.--------------------- 2.8 4.1 2. 5 2.1 

Primarily livestock ________ ---- __ . __ 1.7 0.3 1.2 2.0 2.6 2.4 1. 8 
Crop aud livestock _________________ 7.9 2.9 6.9 9.9 10.7 8.4 5.1 

:rviiscellaneous .. ___ ... ---_. -- .... __ ... 0.3 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.6 

···.' 1 

TABLE 31.-AVBRAGE AcREAGE oF CRoPLAND HAR~~~reD PER 

FARM FoR EAcH TYPE oF CoMMERciAL FARM, ·BY, EcoN-oMic 

CLASS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1954 ' . ' i 

Economic class of rarm 
Type of farm Total ... : 

I II III ··IV ·v VI 
-.--- ---:-;--

All commercial farms ___________ 102 398 201 129 76 41 23 

g~~~~~~~~ = ~ ~ ======== = = == = === = = = = = = =: 
207 710 323 211 ·141< .. 

70 45 
63 560 215 108 52'. 2\) 18 

Other field-crop.------"-------------- 33 329 111 50 ''29 ill 11 
Vegetable.-----------------_---·--. ____ 60 327 76 46 ''31 ~ .·; ,.22 15 
Fruit-and-nut. _____ . ____ ... _."._. __ ._ 44 164 51 30 19 '1(1 11 Dairy_--- __ . ___ •.• c __ -·- •• --- ••• _ •• __ • 67 1@ 115 so 58 ., ·as 22 
Poultry ______ .---------"------------_ 20 50 27 21 18' 1'3 9 
Livestock other than dairy aud paul-

try--------------------------------- 113 341 193 134 86 4.5 23 

General: 
Primarily crape-------------------- 112 636 215: 128· 77 50 31 Primarily livestock_.c ______________ 86 246 146 ·liO 82' 52 26 Crop and livestock _________________ 124 426 209 154 107 5ll 32 Miscellaneous ••• _____________________ 23 61 27 20 18 13 11 
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