
8 FARMERS ANb FARM PRODUCTION 
A ptwticularly important chttnge taking plnce in dniry farming 

is the reduction in the number of very small f!l,rms ttnd small herds, 
and the increase in the number of the larger units. Dairy farms 
with fewer than 50 acres of land have decreased during this 5-yem· 
period from 11 percent of all dairy farms to 9 percent (Tttble 4). 
The percentage of dairy farms with more than 180 acres increased 
from 28.9 percent of all dairy farms in 19,19 to 33.8 percent in 
1954. 

Table 4.-NuMBER OF DAIRY FARMs BY SizE OF FARM, FOR THE 

UNITED STATES: 1950 AND 1954 

~lzo of farm 

1950 1954 

Numbor Percent Number Percent 
or farms dlstrlbu- of farms dlst1'lbu-

tlon tlon 
----------------------------

TotaL __ ---------- .. 002, 093 100. 0 548, 707 100. 0 
------------

G, 303 1.1 5,084 1.0 
22, OGR 3. 7 10, 123 3. 0 
37, 562 0. 2 28,087 5.1 
39, 415 6. 5 30, 937 5. 6 

1 to9acrcs ...... _________ ------------------
10 to 29 acres ........... --------------------
30 to 49 o.orcs .............................. .. 
50 to 09 acres ______________________________ __ 

103,489 17. 1 84, 1G8 15.3 
120, 905 20. 1 105, 291 19. 2 
98, 510 16.4 93,010 17.0 
5G, 404 9.4 57, 292 10.4 

70 to 99 acres ______________________________ _ 

100 to 139 acres ........... -------------------
140 to 179 acres ......... __ ............... ___ 
180 to 219 acres.. .. __ ..................... .. 

37, 926 0. 3 38.422 7. 0 
G3, 542 10.0 71,435 13. () 
13, 294 2. 2 15, 110 2.8 
2, 009 .4 3, 222 .G 

220 to 259 acres ............... __ ............. . 
260 to 499 acres .......... _ .......... _ ...... .. 
500 to 999 acres ............................ . 
1,000 >teres or moro ........................ . 

Small herds are decreasing as rapidly as small farms (Table 5). 
In 1950, 82 percent of the farms with milk cows had fewer than 10 
cows per herd. By 4 years later this number had been reduced to 
78 percent of all farms. Forty-three percent of all milk cows were 
on these small farms in 1950, but by 1954 the number was 33 per­
cent. On the other hand, there were 60 percent more farms with 
20 or more cows in 1954 than in 1950, and they have 39 percent 
of all milk cows in comparison with 28 percent 4 years earlier. 
This kind of change makes for a more effective use of resources 
and for better living conditions for those operators who continue 
as dairymen. 

Another comparison of the change in size of farms is brought 
out in the classification of dairy farms by economic class. In 
1050, 32.8 percent of all dairy farms had gross incomes of less than 
$2,500 per farm and 11.9 percent showed gross incomes in excess 
of $10,000 per farm (Table 6). In 1954, the percentage of small­
income farms had decrea.sed to 27.4 percent of all dairy farms, 
whereas the number of large-income farms was increased to 16 
percent. This type of change can also be beneficial to the remain­
ing dairy farmers. 

Table 5.-PERCENTAGE DisTRIBUTION OF MILK Cows AND 

MrtK PRODUCTION BY SIZE OF HERD, FOR THE UNITED STATEs: 

1954 AND 1950 

Farms with milk cows 

1954 1950 1964 1960 

------------~--------l---------l--------1-·-------------
Totalnumber.·-------------------- 2,966,900 3,648,257 20,305,460 21,232,673 

TotaL--------------------- __ _ 
1 to 4------------------------------
5 to 9------------------------------
10 to 19·---------------------------

20 to 29 ... _________ ----------------
30 to 49 ... -------------------------
60 or more ... ----------------------

100.0. 
60.9 
10.7 
14.1 

5.1 
2.4 
.8 

Percent distribution 

100.0 
62.5 
19.4 
13.1 

3.3 
1. 3 
.5 

100.0 
16.3 
10.9 
27.0 

17.0 
12.4 
9.8 

100.0 
20.7 
22.3 
29.6 

12. g 
7. 9 
6. 7 

Table 6.-PERCENTAGE DisTRIBUTION OF DAIRY FARMs BY 

EcoNOMic CLAss oF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATEs: 

1954 AND 1950 

Number 
Porcon t dlstr lbu tlon by economic 

class of !arm 
Year of farms 

I II III IV v VI 
---------------

1954 ... ------- ---------------------- 64g, 707 2. 1 13.9 28.5 28.0 18.7 8. 7 
1950.----------------------------- -- 002,093 1.7 10.2 26.6 29.9 22.2 10.6 

The average size of the dairy farm when measured by total 
acres of land in the farm compares favorably with most other 
farms of the country (fig. 4). Only wheat farms and ranches are 
conspicuously larger. It is only from the standpoint of amount 
of harvested cropland that the size appears smaller than many 
other types of farming (fig. 5). 

The average dairy farm in both the Lake and the Northeastern 
Dairy Areas is between 100 and 199 acres. Most of the counties 
in the Corn Belt show the same total acreage per farm. When 
the acre~tge of these farms is exp1;essed as cropland harvested, it 
is found that the dairy areas use around 30 percent of their total 
farm acreage for this purpose while the Corn Belt uses more than 
twice that, or approximately 70 percent. 

Total milk equivalent of milk and cream sold from all farms in 
1954 wa~ 95,409 million pounds. The sale of cream accounted 
for 13 percent of this amount; the remainder was used for fluid­
milk consumption and manufacture (Table 7). Slightly less than 
2 percent of the total milk-equivalent sales was from noncommer­
cial farms which had 8 percent of all milk cows. Commercial 
farms accounted for the remaining 98 percent. The nondairy 
farms within the commercial group had 39 percent of all milk 
cows and sold 19 percent of the whole milk sold, and 76 percent of 
the cream. 

Table 7.-NuMBER oF MILK Cows AND SALE OF MILK AND CREAM FOR DAIRY, CoMMERCIAL, AND OTHER FARMs, FOR THE UNITED 
. STATES: 1954 

--
Dairy farms United States All commercial farms Other farms 

Item 

Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Porcent 

--- ---------~ 

~l!~~;~Jk-soili__--_-_~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~--~ --~~-- ~~ ~ ~. ~ -_ ~-- ~~-- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~~3~:: 10,748,440 52.~ 20,365,450 100.0 18,071,093 Dl. 7 1, 694, 367 8. 
66, 170, 764, 744 79.8 82, 915, 775, 259 100.0 81, 676, 968, 611 98.5 1, 238, 806, 648 I. 

Cream sold ............ __ .. ______ .... _._. _______ .... butterfat, pounds .. 92, 691, 197 20.0 403, 025, 820 100. 0 444, 634, 429 96.0 18, 391,391 4. 
Milk equivalent .. _____ .. _ .................................... pounds.' 68, 070, 612, 534 72.0 95, 408, 649, 628 100.0 93, 097, 698, 123 98.2 1, 710, 861, 605 I. 
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