DAIRY PRODUCERS AND DAIRY PRODUCTION

The volume of business as well as the sources of income of these
specified arcas reflect the range of conditions under which the
dairy farmers operate (Table 46). In those areas where alterna-
tive uses are limited to farming operations the productivity of the
soil is & good indication of usual income. Economic Subregions 54
or 73 and 82 have less productive land than Economic Subregions
58 or 118 and 119. They are more diversified in their farming
operations and have smaller total incomes.

Where the location of the dairy farm offers valuable alternative

Table 46.—Sources or Farm Income ror Damry Farwms, By
SeeciaL Damry Areas: 1954

Percent of farm income from—
Sub- | Total
Special dairy areas | regions | income Poultry| Other
in- per Dairy | and |livestock| Field | Cash
cluded | farm | prod- | poultry| and live-| crops | crops
. ucts prod- stock
ucts | products
Atlantic Coast. ... %’1 4,1 g, (NA) | (NA) | (NA) (NA) (NA)Y | (NA)
13, 14,
Nashville Basin . ... " 54| $3,126 66 2 19 12 1
Qulf Coastal. _._ - 58 | 7,040 88 1 7 3 1
Ozark-Springfleld._ ... 73,82 | 2, 595 70 4 19 1
Snake River-UtahVal-
10y e 112 | 5,186 68 @) 14 14| (2)
Southern California. ... 116 (107,035 92 | e 7 ) O IR,
Callfornia Inner Valley. 116 | 13,814 82 1 8 8 1
Puget Sound-Coastal. {118,119 | 7,273 85 2 8 2 3

7 0.6 percent or less.
N A Not available.

Table 47.—FarM MzecuanizaTioN AND HoMme
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uses the price of real estate is established more by its use for other
activities than by feed production for a dairy herd. Intensive
agricultural use must follow if these farms are to pay out. The
so-called dairy farms of the Los Angeles area illustrate how dairy-
men meet this situation. Their income per farm, per cow, and
per acre of land, as well as the real estate value are outstandingly
greater than for any other area.

There is considerable difference in the mechanization of these
farms as shown in the special lists of farm machinery (Table 47).
Subregion 54 has the least mechanization, the two California areas
have the most. The California Inner Valley, Subregion 116, has
the most milking machines, tractors, motortrucks, and auto-
mobiles and just as much field machinery. On the other hand,
the smallest amount of field machinery is found on the dairy
farms in the Southern California area where there is a small
acreage of harvested cropland. The dairymen of these two areas
also have more of the specified home facilities—probably indicating
the relatively large incomes of the groups. The Ozark-Springfield
area, Subregions 73 and 82, has fewer of the facilities for the home
than the other special subregions. They also have fewer cows and
less total farm income.

The number of farm operators under 35 years of age is greatest
in the Gulf Coast and two California areas (Table 48). These
areas also have the fewest operators over 54 years old. In the
discussion of the age of operators in the major dairy areas it was
brought out that there were not enough young farmers in any of
the areas to offset the number of farmers over 54 years. The
three above-mentioned special dairy areas come nearer meeting
this situation than any others. Most of the special areas have
as many or more operators over 64 years old as under 35.

Conveniences oN Dairy Farwms, By SpeciaL Darry Areas: 1954

Special dairy arca
Item Atlantie Ozark- Snake River-| Southern California | Puget Sound-
Coast (Sub- | Nashville | Gulf Coastal | Springfield | Utah Valley | California | Inner Valley Coastal (Sub-
regions 3, 4, | Basin (Sub- | (Subregion | (Subregions | (Subregion | (Subregion | (Subregion | regions 118
5, 111, 1126,)13, - region 54) 58) 73 and 82) 112) 115) 116) and 118)
26,073 6, 681 2,730 23,017 8, 459 1,101 8,783 12, 321
84 29 79 36 81 96 92 82
25 16 16 16 16 15 10 12
2 2 1 1 2 1 1 1
93 47 67 60 81 45 79 86
» 90 66 64 57 83 94 90 87
Fleld forage harvesters 23 3
_______________________________________ 5
%%gﬁ?lrlg%cﬁi}.s ................................... Zg 38 61 53 (lig ;2 ’172 (lié
Grai Combines. T 2 12 ; 7 15 i 3 s
Oorn PACKOTS- o - oo 23 5 5 1 1 (Z) 1 (2)
Telephone.___..__ 83 60
.............................................. 46 28 78 95
%zelgg‘ils%tg_, 99 97 99 96 98 100 lgg gg
Piped water. . g§ gg 3% E 357) gg o o
Home fraezer 60 22 59 19 40 58 gg g;
Z 0.5 percent or less.
Table 48 —DistriBuTiON OF DAIRY FARMERs BY AcE, For SpeciaL DAIRy ARreas: 1954
Special dairy area
Ttem Atlantic ‘Ozark Snake River-|
- -1 Southern California | Pu; -
?e‘g?gﬁ s(%ug- BI;Isaisnthﬂ&% G(‘lsxlllrbCo;istal (Ssprli)lngeld I{émﬁ, Vallley (%aléromia Inner Valley Cogsﬂ?ﬂ?o(ggg-
' 4 - region ubregions ubregion ubregion S r
5, 1114 , 1126,>13, reglon 54) 58) 73 and 82) 112)g ) 115)g ¢ “Fﬂ?}g fon l?xggnlsulwi s
N
WMBO O fMS -« e oo cecee e oo 26,078 6, 681 2,730 23, 017 8, 450 1, 101 8,783 | 12, 821
Percent distribution
Age %r(l)ups:
otal ... Y (
R IQO . 100 | 100 100 100 100 100 100
nder 26 years 3
R 1
gg %g {ﬁ yoars. 16 9 151; 1% 1:13 1% 1% >
51054 ggtgs- 23 23 26 22 26 32 28 ‘g
e B & Bz oz o# X 2
b years'and o 15 20 8 15 ﬁ lg 13 %2
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