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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 

Importance of Commercial and Other Farms, 1959.-The most 
important purpose of the economic classification of farms is to 

separate the farms that provide the major source of employment 
and income for the farm operator's family from the farms or 
places that provide part-time employment for workers at non­
farm jobs and on other farms, and for persons semiretired. 

COMMERCIAL FARMS AS A PERCENT OF ALL FARMS, 1959 

The characteristics of commerci:tl and other farms are markedly 
different and the interests of the operators for these two distinct 
groups of farms are likewise different. Commercial farms ac­
counted for 96 percent of all farm products sold, had 87 percent 
of the land in farms, 94 percent of the cropland harvested, and 
approximately 85 percent of the value of land and buildings. 

Item 

Number of farms •. ------ _____ ------ ________________________ _ 
Land In farms ... ___________________________________________ _ 
Cropland harvested. _______________________________________ _ 
Value of land and buildings ________________________________ _ 
Value of farm products sold .. _------------------------------
Number of cattle and calves ________________________________ _ 
Number of chickens 4 months old and over.. _______________ _ 
Number of tractors (other than garden) ---------------------
Expenditures for feed for livestock and poultry _____________ _ 
Purchase of livestock and poultry ___ ------------------------
Expenditures for hired labor. ______________________________ _ 
Expenditures for gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil 

for the farm business·-------------------------------------Tons of fertilizer used. _____________________________________ _ 
'l'ons of lime used. _________________________________________ _ 
Farm operators 65 years old and over_ ______________________ _ 

Farm operators working off their farms 100 or more days __ ._ 
Farm ocerators reporting other members of the family work-ing o the farm __________________________________________ _ 
Farm operators reporting income from sources other than the 

farm operated and otT-farm work _________________________ _ 
Farm operators reporting Income of family from sources other 

than the farm operated greater than the value of farm prod-ucts sold. ________________________________________________ _ 
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The segregating of other farms from commercial farms provides 
separate data for these two groups in regard to work off the farm 
and income from sources other than the farm operated. The 
following data provide measures of the relative importance of 
off-farm work and income from sources other than the farm 
operated for commercial and other farms in 1959. 

TABLE 2.-0FF-F ARM WORK AND OTHER INCOME OF FARM OPER­
ATOR AND HIS FAMILY FOR COMMERCIAL AND OTHER FARMS 
FOR THE UNITED 8TATS: 1959 

Commercial farms Other farms 

All 
Item farms, Percent Percent 

total Number of total Number of total 
for all for all 
farms farms 

--------------
Farm operators-

Working off their farms, totaL ____ 1, 663,841 808,440 48.6 855,401 51.4 1 to 99 days ___________________ 556,235 457,929 82.3 98,306 17. 7 100 to 199 days ________________ 229, 787 104,639 45.5 125, 148 54.5 
200 or more days_------------- 877,819 245,872 28.0 631,947 72.0 

With other members of family 
working off farm_------------- 481, 141 214,942 44.7 266,199 55.3 

With income from sources other 
than farm operated and off-
farm work._------------------ 698,876 321,935 46. 1 376,941 53.9 

With other income of family ex-
ceedlng value of agricultural 
products sold _________________ 977,606 232,489 23.8 745, 117 76.2 

Operators not working off their 
farms or not reporting as to work 
otT their farms, totaL ____________ 2, 044, 132 1, 607,577 78.6 436, 555 21.4 
With other members of family 

working off farm ______________ 319, 331 231,635 72.5 87, 696 27.5 
With income from sources other 

than farm operated and otT-
fn,rrn work_------------------- 759,734 406,889 53.6 352,845 46.4 

With other income of family ex-
ceedlng value of agricultural 
products sold.---------------- 351,234 69,893 19.9 281,341 80.1 
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