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Soybeans is a relatively new crop. In 1909, the census showed
less than 2,000 acres harvested. The 23 million acres harvested
in 1959 were more than seven times the acreage harvested 30
years earlier, and were twice the acreage harvested in 1949. The

acreage harvested for all purposes in 1959 was 28 percent greater
than the acreage harvested in 1954. Significant increases in
acreage occurred between 1954 and 1959 in the principal soybean-
producing areas and in the southeastern States.
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SOYBEANS FOR ALL PURPOSES'—INCREASE AND DECREASE

IN ACREAGE, 1954-1959

*Grown alone and with other crops.
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Tobacco was the sixth leading field crop harvested in 1959.
It accounted for 5.9 percent of the value of all field crops har-

vested. The acreage in tobacco was equivalent to only one-half
of 1 percent of the acreage of all field crops harvested.
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TOTAL
1,108,274
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