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CENSUS HISTORY

A The first Census of Agriculture was conducted in
1840.
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170 YEARS LATER

A This is the 28t in the series and the 4" Census of Agriculture
conducted by NASS since 1997 with the transfer of authority
from the Census Bureau.

Mata will be available for:
ANational, State and County levels
ACongressional Districts
AWatersheds

AAmerican Indians, Organic Production, Irrigation, Horticulture, Specialty
Crops, Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Profiles, and Aquaculture
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FARM DEFINITION

A Any place from which $1,000 of agricultural products
were produced and sold, or normally, would have been
sold, during the Census yea.

A This definition is unchanged since 1974.
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OUTREACH EFFORTS

A NASSworked with Community-Based Organizations (CBOS) to
assist in building the list of farm operations.

A NASS partnered with CBOs to provide handson assistance
and support to producers in filling out census forms.

A NASS targeted media advertisements toencourage census
response.
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2012 DATA COLLECTION

A NASSmailed 3.0 million questionnaires for the 2012 Census of
Agriculture to potential farm and ranch operators in late
December 2012.

A All paper forms were mailed from and returned by mail to the
Census Bureauds National Pr oces

A Data collection was conducted through:
Online responses

Mail questionnaires

Telephone Interviews

Faceto-face Interviews
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Distribution of Responses by Mode, 2012

Forms by Mode of Data Collection
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THANK YOU

Thank you to the producers who responded to our
request for data, making a quality Census Of
Agriculture possible.
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Key FIndings

A Farms
A Eand:ln‘Farms

A Economics

A Demographics
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SNAPSHOT OF 2012 AGRICULTURAL
CONDITIONS

U.S. Drought Monitor July 31, 2012
Total U.S. e aia T am st

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

one [0 oros [ R

Curmrent 28.78 | 71.22 | 52.65 | 38.12 | 18.62 | 252

Last Week

2 28.19 | 71.81 | 53.44 | 38.11 | 17.20 | 1.99

3 MonthsAgo | 55 33 | 4957 [31.98 [ 17.10 | 580 | 1.6
51/2012

Start of
Calendar Year | 58.47 | 41.53 | 26.73 | 15.78 | 8.51 277
122012
Start of
Water Year 63.45 | 36.55 | 24.42 | 19.61 | 14.87 | 9.50
9272011

One YearAgo | g9 o3 | 39.97 | 27.06 | 21.04 | 15.28 | 9.13
822011

Intensity:
DO Abnomally D ry - D3 Extreme Drought
D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought

D2 Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

Author:
Mark Svoboda
National Drought Mitigation Center
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/




STATISTICAL SIGNIFICANCE

A In the slides that follow, you will see an asterisk (*)
next to every item that is a statistically significant
change from the 2007 Census to the 2012 Census.

A For this report, the measure of statistical
significance is the difference between the two
censuses of two or more standard errors.
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NUMBER OF FARMS AND
LAND IN FARMS

2012
Coefficientof
Variation
2007 2012 % Change (%)
Farms* 2,204,792 2,109,303 -4.3 1.6
Land in farms 922,095,840 914,527,657 -0.8 0.9
Average size of
farms* 418 434 3.8 1.3

* Indicates significant change
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Number of Farms, 1982 to 2012
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TOP 10 STATES
NUMBER OF FARMS

2007 State 2007 Farms . 2012 State 2012 Farms

Texas 247,437 Texas 248,80¢
Missouri 107,82t Missouri 99,171
lowa 92,85¢ lowa 88,63
Oklahoma 86,56¢ Oklahoma 80,24¢
Kentucky 85.26( California 77,857
California 81,03: Kentucky 77,06
Minnesota 80,99; Ohio 75,46
Tennessee 79,28( lllinois 75,087
Wisconsin 78.46" Minnesota 74,547
lllinois 76,86( Wisconsin 69,752
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Land in Farms, 1982 to 2012
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Farms and Land in Farms as Percent of All Farms, 2012
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Number of Farms by Commaodity Specialization, 2012 and 2007

Soybeans *

Wheat *

Corn

Vegetables
Fruits and treenuts

Greenhouse and Nursery

Hay

Other crops *

NAICS
1||I'|'|‘

Beef cattle *
Cattle feedlots *
Dairy *

Hogs *

Poultry and eggs *
Sheep and goats

Horses

Other animals *
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Percent of Land in Farms Rented or Leased: 2012
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LAND USE PRACTICES 2012

I Farms Acres (millions)

Conventional Tillage 405,692 105.7
No-Till 278,290 96.5
Conservation Tillage 195,738 76.6
Tiling 217,931 48.6
Drainage Ditches 216,314 42.2
Cover Crop 133,124 10.3
Conservation Easement 76,441 13.2
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RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION

2007 Farms

2012 Farms
Renewable energy
systems* 23,451 57,299
Wind rights leased
to others N/A 10,181
SICENSUS of
~IAGRICULTURE

«Indicates significant change
YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.



RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION 2012

_ Farms

Solar Panels 36,331
GeoexchangeSystems 9,403
Wind Turbines 9,054
Biodiesel 4,099
Ethanol 2,364
Small Hydro Systems 1,323
Methane Digesters 537
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INTERNET ACCESS

_ 2007 Percenof allfarms | 2012 Percenof all farms

Farmswith Internet access* 56.5 69.6
| 2012 Numberof fams | 2012 Perceno farms
DSlservice 584,384 39.8%
Satelliteservice 282,776 19.3%
Mobile broadbandolan 267,804 18.2%
Cable modenservice 225,917 15.4%
Dialup service 139,677 9.5%
Fiberoptic service 75,982 5.2%
Broadband over powdmes 37,580 2.6%
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ECONOMICS

A Market value of agricultural products sold
represents the gross market value before
taxes and production expenses of all
agricultural products sold or removed
from the farm or ranchin 2012 regardless
of who received the payment.




