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CENSUS HISTORY

ÅThe first Census of Agriculture was conducted in 

1840. 



170 YEARS LATER

ÅThis is the 28th in the series and the 4 th Census of Agriculture 
conducted by NASS since 1997 with the transfer of authority 
from the Census Bureau. 

ÅData will be available for: 

ÅNational, State and County levels

ÅCongressional Districts

ÅWatersheds

ÅAmerican Indians, Organic Production, Irrigation, Horticulture, Specialty   
Crops, Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Profiles,  and Aquaculture



FARM DEFINITION

ÅAny place from which $1,000 of agricultural products 

were produced and sold, or normally, would have been 

sold, during the Census year. 

ÅThis definition is unchanged since 1974.



OUTREACH EFFORTS

Å NASS worked with Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) to 

assist in building the list of farm operations.

Å NASS partnered with CBOs to provide hands-on assistance 

and support to producers in filling out census forms.

Å NASS targeted media advertisements to encourage census 

response.



2012 DATA COLLECTION

Å NASS mailed 3.0 million questionnaires for the 2012 Census of 
Agriculture to potential farm and ranch operators in late 
December 2012. 

ÅAll paper forms were mailed from and returned by mail to the

Census Bureauôs National Processing Center in Jeffersonville, IN.

Å Data collection was conducted through:

Å Online responses

Å Mail questionnaires

Å Telephone Interviews

Å Face-to-face Interviews



Distribution of Responses by Mode, 2012
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THANK  YOU

Thank you to the producers who responded to our 
request for data,  making a quality Census Of 
Agriculture possible.



Key Findings

Å Farms

Å Land In Farms

Å Economics

Å Demographics



SNAPSHOT OF 2012 AGRICULTURAL 
CONDITIONS



STATISTICAL SIGNIFICANCE

ÅIn the slides that follow, you will see an asterisk (*) 

next to every item that is a statistically significant 

change from the 2007 Census to the 2012 Census.

ÅFor this report, the measure of statistical 

significance is the difference between the two 

censuses of two or more standard errors.



NUMBER OF FARMS AND 
LAND IN FARMS

2007 2012 % Change 

2012 
Coefficientof 

Variation
(%)

Farms* 2,204,792 2,109,303 -4.3 1.6

Land in farms 922,095,840 914,527,657 -0.8 0.9

Average size of 
farms* 418 434 3.8 1.3

* Indicates significant change
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TOP 10 STATES  
NUMBER OF FARMS

2007 State 2007 Farms 2012 State 2012 Farms

Texas 247,437 Texas 248,809

Missouri 107,825 Missouri 99,171

Iowa 92,856 Iowa 88,637

Oklahoma 86,565 Oklahoma 80,245

Kentucky 85,260 California 77,857

California 81,033 Kentucky 77,064

Minnesota 80,992 Ohio 75,462

Tennessee 79,280 Illinois 75,087

Wisconsin 78,463 Minnesota 74,542

Illinois 76,860 Wisconsin 69,754
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Map of Percent of Land rented 
or leased from others

Å



LAND USE PRACTICES 2012

Farms Acres (millions)

Conventional Tillage 405,692 105.7

No-Till 278,290 96.5

Conservation Tillage 195,738 76.6

Tiling 217,931 48.6

Drainage Ditches 216,314 42.2

Cover Crop 133,124 10.3

Conservation  Easement 76,441 13.2



RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION

2007 Farms 2012 Farms

Renewable energy
systems* 23,451 57,299

Wind rights leased 
to others N/A 10,181

* Indicates significant change



RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION 2012

Farms

Solar Panels 36,331

GeoexchangeSystems 9,403

Wind Turbines 9,054

Biodiesel 4,099

Ethanol 2,364

Small Hydro Systems 1,323

Methane Digesters 537



INTERNET ACCESS

2007 Percentof all farms 2012 Percentof all farms

Farmswith Internet access* 56.5 69.6

2012 Number of farms 2012 Percentof farms

DSL service 584,384 39.8%

Satellite service 282,776 19.3%

Mobile broadband plan 267,804 18.2%

Cable modem service 225,917 15.4%

Dial-up service 139,677 9.5%

Fiber-optic service 75,982 5.2%

Broadband over power lines 37,580 2.6%

* Indicates significant change



ECONOMICS

Å Market value of agricultural products sold 
represents the gross market value before 
taxes and production expenses of all 
agricultural products sold or removed 
from the farm or ranch in 2012 regardless 
of who received the payment. 


