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U.S. Cattle and Calves Revisions

Survey Item
Initial 

Estimate
(1,000 head)

Current 
Revision
(1,000 head)

Net 
Revision
(1,000 head)

Current 
Estimate
(1,000 head)

January 1, 2025
All cattle and calves 86,662.2 -190.0 -190.0 86,472.2

Calf crop 33,529.5 -113.0 -113.0 33,416.5

July 1, 2025
All cattle and calves 94,200.0 -300.0 -300.0 93,900.0

Calf crop 33,100.0 -204.4 -204.4 32,895.6

January 30, 2026



January 1 Cattle and Calves

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

All cattle and calves 86,472.2 86,155.3 ↓ 0.4
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January 1 All Cattle and Calves
United States 

Top 5 States

Inventory
(1,000 head)

Texas 12,100

Nebraska 6,150

Kansas 5,850

California 5,050

Oklahoma 4,650
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January 1, 2026 Cattle and Calves
(1,000) Head and Percent Change from Previous Year
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January 1 Cows

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

All cows and heifers that have calved 37,272.8 37,175.5 ↓ 0.3

Beef cows 27,892.0 27,607.2 ↓ 1.0

Milk cows 9,380.8 9,568.3 ↑ 2.0
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January 1 Heifers

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

All heifers 500 pounds and over 18,129.9 18,016.7 ↓ 0.6

Beef cow replacement 4,672.5 4,714.2 ↑ 0.9

Milk cow replacement 3,915.3 3,904.6 ↓ 0.3

Other heifers 9,542.1 9,397.9 ↓ 1.5
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January 1 Steers, Bulls, and Calves

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

Steers 500 pounds and over 15,697.4 15,601.4 ↓ 0.6

Bulls 500 pounds and over 2,009.0 2,014.7 ↑ 0.3

Calves under 500 pounds 13,363.1 13,347.0 ↓ 0.1

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

35.0

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2026

Million head

January 1 Steers, Bulls, and Calves
United States

Steers Bulls Calves

January 30, 2026



Calf Crop

United States
2024 2025 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

January 1 – June 30 24,600.0 24,200.0 ↓ 1.6

July 1 – December 31 8,816.5 8,695.6 ↓ 1.4

Total 33,416.5 32,895.6 ↓ 1.6
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Trade Expectations Compared to NASS 
Estimates Percent of Previous Year
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All Cattle and Calves
First Estimate vs Final Estimate
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January 1 Cattle on Feed

United States
2025 2026

(1,000 head) Percent of Total (1,000 head) Percent of Total

Capacity of 1,000 head or more 11,823.0 82.5 11,450.0 82.7

Capacity of less than 1,000 head 2,499.8 17.5 2,397.9 17.3

All cattle on feed 14,322.8 13,847.9
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January 1 Feeder Cattle Supply

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

Calves under 500 pounds 13,363.1 13,347.0 ↓ 0.1

Steers and other heifers 500 pounds and over 25,239.5 24,999.3 ↓ 1.0

Total supply 38,602.6 38,346.3 ↓ 0.7

All cattle on feed 14,322.8 13,847.9 ↓ 3.3

Feeder cattle supply 24,279.8 24,498.4 ↑ 0.9
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January 2026 Sheep and Goat Survey
Sample Sizes
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U.S. Sheep and Lambs Revisions

Survey Item
Initial 

Estimate
(1,000 head)

Current 
Revision
(1,000 head)

Net 
Revision
(1,000 head)

Current 
Estimate
(1,000 head)

January 1, 2025
All sheep and lambs 5,050 -25 -25 5,025

Lamb crop 3,040 0 0 3,040
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January 1 Sheep and Lambs

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

All sheep and lambs 5,025 4,990 ↓ 0.7

Market 1,365 1,380 ↑ 1.1

Breeding 3,660 3,610 ↓ 1.4
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Top 5 States

Inventory
(1,000 head)

Texas 700

California 505

Colorado 410

Wyoming 280

Utah 275



January 1, 2026 Sheep and Lambs
(1,000) Head and Percent Change from Previous Year
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January 1 Breeding Sheep and Lambs

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

Breeding sheep and lambs 3,660 3,610 ↓ 1.4

Replacement lambs under one year old 615 600 ↓ 2.4

Ewes one year and older 2,880 2,850 ↓ 1.0

Rams one year old and older 165 160 ↓ 3.0
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Lamb Crop

United States
2024 2025 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

Lamb crop 3,040 3,030 ↓ 0.3
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U.S. Goats and Kids Revisions

Survey Item
Initial 

Estimate
(1,000 head)

Current 
Revision
(1,000 head)

Net 
Revision
(1,000 head)

Current 
Estimate
(1,000 head)

January 1, 2025
All goats and kids 2,507 -12 -12 2,495

Kid crop 1,516 -5 -5 1,511
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January 1 Goats and Kids

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

All goats and kids 2,495 2,509 ↑ 0.6

Market 442 444 ↑ 0.5

Breeding 2,053 2,065 ↑ 0.6
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January 1 Breeding Goats and Kids

United States
2025 2026 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

Breeding goats and kids 2,053 2,065 ↑ 0.6

Replacement kids under one year old 373 374 ↑ 0.3

Does one year old and older 1,528 1,539 ↑ 0.7

Bucks one year old and older 152 152 NC
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Kid Crop

United States
2024 2025 % Change from

Previous Year(1,000 head)

Kid crop 1,511 1,524 ↑ 0.9
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Selected Upcoming Reports

February 2
Cotton System, Fats & Oils, Flour 

Milling, Grain Crushings

February 10 Crop Production

February 13 Farms and Land in Farms

February 20
Cattle on Feed

Milk Production

February 24 Cold Storage

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/index.php

January 30, 2026
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USDA AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FORUM
 

Register to Attend In-Person or Virtually

January 30, 2026

https://reg.eventmobi.com/USDAOutlookForum2026
https://reg.eventmobi.com/USDAOutlookForum2026
https://reg.eventmobi.com/USDAOutlookForum2026


All Reports Available At

www.nass.usda.gov

For Questions

(202) 690-0069
(800) 727-9540
nass@usda.gov
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