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U.S. Cattle Inventory Up 3 Percent from 2015 

WASHINGTON, January 29, 2016 –As of January 1, there were 92.0 million head of cattle and calves on 

U.S. farms, according to the Cattle report published today by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This is the highest U.S. cattle inventory since 2011. 

Other key findings in the report were:  

 There were 92.0 million cattle and calves, in the United States as of January 1, 2016, up 3 percent 

from last year. Of this total 39.6 million were all cows and heifers that have calved. 

 There are 30.3 million beef cows, up 4 percent from last year. 

 The number of milk cows in the United States increased slightly to 9.32 million.  

 All cattle on feed increased to 13.2 million, up 1 percent from 2015. 

 U.S. calf crop was estimated at 34.3 million head, up 2 percent from 2015.  
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To obtain an accurate measurement of the current state of the U.S. cattle industry, NASS surveyed about 

38,000 operators across the nation during the first half of January. NASS interviewers collected the data 

by mail, telephone, internet, and through face-to-face personal interviews. NASS asked all participating 

producers to report their cattle inventories as of January 1, 2016.  

The Cattle report and all other NASS reports are available online at www.nass.usda.gov.  
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NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is 

committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 

S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 

(TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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