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USDA to Survey Farmers about their 2013 Planting Intentions

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27, 2013 — Over the next several weeks, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will survey tens of thousands of growers about their 2013
planting intentions. The results of this survey will help all participants in the agriculture sector determine
what to expect this growing season after a drought-hampered 2012 season. In addition to grain growers,
NASS will also survey thousands of pork producers about their hog and pig inventories and spring
farrowing intentions.

“The information we collect from producers during the first two weeks of March establishes a trend that
we’re likely to see in the entire growing season,” said Bob Bass, NASS’ National Operations Division
director. “This year, after a weather-plagued 2012 season, it’s more important than ever to understand
planting intentions for this year.”

Most survey participants should have received their questionnaires in the mail yesterday and can now
respond via NASS’s secure website or by filling out and mailing the forms back. Trained NASS
interviewers will visit those who do not respond to answer any questions they may have and to help them
fill out their survey forms.

“These surveys require a pretty quick turnaround so that the information is as current as possible,” added
Bass. “Not only do we publish the Prospective Plantings and Quarterly Hogs and Pigs reports on March
28, but we also recognize that farmers have a very busy time ahead of them and we want to let them get
back to the task at hand as soon as possible.”

As with all of its surveys, NASS keeps all individual responses confidential. The published reports will
include only national and state aggregate data, ensuring that no individual operations can be identified.
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NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to
provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions
and look for “NASS Data User Community.”

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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