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U.S. Farmers Expect to Plant Record-High Soybean Acreage  
Planting Intentions Surpass Historic Soybean Record by 4 Million Acres, USDA Reports    

WASHINGTON, March 31, 2014 – Producers surveyed across the United States intend to plant an 
estimated 81.5 million acres of soybeans in 2014, up 6 percent from last year and an all-time record high, 
according to the Prospective Plantings report released today by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). If realized, soybeans will surpass the previous record of    
77.5 million acres planted in the United States set in 2009.  

Planted acreage intentions for soybeans are up or unchanged in all states except Missouri and 
Oklahoma. The largest increase is expected in North Dakota with a record high 5.65 million acres, an 
increase of one million acres from 2013. If realized, the planted area of soybeans in Nebraska, New York, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and Wisconsin will also be the largest on record. 

 Corn growers intend to plant 91.7 million acres in 2014, down 4 percent from last year and if 
realized the lowest planted acreage since 2010. Expected returns for corn are anticipated to be lower in 
2014 compared with recent years. Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts and Utah are 
expected to increase planted acreage from last year. If realized, planted acres in Idaho will be a record 
high.  

The Prospective Plantings report provides the first official, survey based estimates of U.S. 
farmers’ 2014 planting intentions. NASS’s acreage estimates are based on surveys conducted during the 
first two weeks of March from a sample of more than 84,000 farm operators across the United States. 
Other key findings in the report are: 

• All wheat planted area for 2014 is estimated at 55.8 million acres, down 1 percent from 2013.  
• Winter wheat planted area, at 42.0 million, is down 3 percent from last year but up slightly from 

the previous estimate. 
• Area planted to spring wheat for 2014 is expected to total 12.0 million acres, up 4 percent from 

2013.  
• Durum wheat is expected to total 1.80 million acres for 2014, up 22 percent from last year.  
• All cotton planted area for 2014 is expected to total 11.1 million acres, 7 percent above last year.  

NASS today also released the quarterly Grain Stocks report to provide estimates of on-farm and 
off-farm stocks as of March 1. Key findings in that report include: 

• Soybeans stored totaled 992 million bushels, down 1 percent from March 1, 2013. On-farm 
soybean stocks were down 16 percent from a year ago, while off-farm stocks were up 13 percent. 

• Corn stocks totaled 7.01 billion bushels, up 30 percent from the same time last year. On-farm corn 
stocks were up 45 percent from a year ago, and off-farm stocks were up 15 percent. 

• All wheat stored totaled 1.06 billion bushels, down 15 percent from a year ago. On-farm all wheat 
stocks were up slightly from last year, while off-farm stocks were down 18 percent. 



• Durum wheat stored totaled 38.1 million bushels, down 10 percent from March 1, 2013. Both on-
farm and off-farm stocks of Durum wheat were down from the previous year, 3 percent and 17 
percent, respectively.  

The Prospective Plantings and Grain Stocks reports and all NASS reports are available online at 
www.nass.usda.gov. 

 ### 
  

NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you provide 
occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and 
look for “NASS Data User Community.”  
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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