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USDA LAUNCHES 2016 AG RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SURVEY  

 

Washington, May 31, 2016 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 

Service (NASS) is beginning to collect data from more than 100,000 farmers and ranchers, for its annual 

Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS). The survey looks at all aspects of U.S. agricultural 

production, including farm financial well-being, chemical usage, and various farm characteristics. In 

2016, the survey will take a closer look at corn production, and both organic and conventional milk 

production in the United States. 

 

 ARMS is a joint effort of NASS and USDA’s Economic Research Service. The information the 

agencies obtain through the survey influences national and state policy-making decisions. In addition, 

ARMS data are used to calculate the farm sector portion of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The 

survey also collects detailed information on production practices, costs, and returns for 13 principal 

commodities on a rotating basis. The last time ARMS focused on corn and dairy was in 2010. 

 

“The 2014 Farm Bill introduced important changes in agricultural policy, by expanding the range 

of crop insurance options while eliminating several commodity support programs,” said Barbara Rater, 

director of NASS Census and Survey Division. “Data from the 2016 ARMS will be used to assess the 

crop insurance choices made by farmers, helping policymakers better understand the impact of crop 

insurance offerings on farm production decisions and financial outcomes.”  

 

NASS is already working with producers on the first phase of this survey. The survey is conducted 

in three phases from May 2016 through April 2017. The current, first, phase screens participants to make 

sure they accurately represent the entire U.S. farm sector. During the second phase, NASS will collect 

information on production practices and chemical use for specific commodities. In the final phase, NASS 

will survey producers on cost of production, farm income, and production expenditures. 

 

“We strongly encourage every producer contacted for ARMS to participate, as their response 

represents not just their own farm, but many other similar operations across the country,” added Rater. 

“To make responding as convenient as possible, the survey can be completed online at 

http://agcounts.usda.gov and NASS representatives are available by phone.  Producers can also complete 

and mail the paper form.”  

 

For more information about the 2016 Agricultural Resource Management Survey visit 

http://1.usa.gov/1PHpMj9.   

### 

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and 

is committed to providing timely, accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite 

you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 

http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and look for the “NASS Data User Community.” USDA is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 

mailto:aleksey.minchenkov@nass.usda.gov
http://agcounts.usda.gov/
http://1.usa.gov/1PHpMj9
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S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-

8339 (TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 


