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New Classroom Lesson Uses Food Preference to Teach Statistical and Agricultural Literacy 
 
WASHINGTON- Aug. 28, 2013- USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and the 
American Statistical Association (ASA) have developed a new Census at School Food Preference Survey 
lesson plan and activities for students in grades 5-8.  Building on the existing ASA Census at School 
program, the Food Preference Survey teaches statistical and agricultural literacy to children through 
common core state standards in Mathematics, Language Arts, Nutrition, Social Studies, and Family 
Consumer Sciences.   
 
“Increasing statistical literacy in youth is an important way to develop the next generation of 
statisticians,” said NASS Administrator Dr. Cynthia Clark.  “The Census at School program is a way to 
make statistics fun and engaging for students, allowing them to compare information about themselves 
with that of other students in the United States and other countries.” 
 
Students complete an online survey and submit the data to a national database. Statistical methods and 
concepts are then used to compare class results with random samples from peers in the United States and 
other countries.  Students will learn about statistics, nutrition, and cultural differences; apply graphing, 
mathematics, and analysis skills to real-world examples; and justify their analysis of data.  
 
The Food Preference Survey, using three questions from the full Census questionnaire, asks students 
about their favorite food and beverages. The activities use the data to analyze survey results and discuss 
whether the results surprise the class; which foods are most popular; whether certain beverages are more 
popular with girls or boys; whether and how the cafeteria could use the data to plan events and meals; if 
there is a relationship between favorite foods and whether someone is a vegetarian; and much more. The 
Food Preference Survey focuses specifically on information that could be useful to agriculture-in-the-
classroom teachers, as well as other teachers of the common core standards addressed. 
 
This lesson plan was developed by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the American 
Statistical Association (ASA), with guidance from the National Agriculture in the Classroom organization 
(www.agclassroom.org). For more information about the Food Preference Survey please visit 
www.nass.usda.gov/Education_and_Outreach.   
 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the National Governors 
Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Officers 
(CCSSO). The standards were developed in collaboration with teachers, school administrators, and 
experts, to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare our children for college and the 
workforce. Forty-five states, the District of Columbia, four territories, and the Department of Defense 
Education Activity have adopted the standards. 
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NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you provide 
occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.”  
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). 
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