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Released February 27, 2009, by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), Agricultural Statistics Board, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.  For information on Egg Products call Bruce Boess at (202) 720-4447, office hours 7:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. ET.  

Shell Eggs Broken Down 5 Percent from Last Year 
 
Shell eggs broken totaled 163 million dozen during January 2009, down 5 percent from January a 
year ago, and slightly below the 163 million broken last month. 
 
January 2009 contained 22 weekdays (including two holidays) and 5 Saturdays.  January 2008 
contained 23 weekdays (including two holidays) and 4 Saturdays.  
 
Data presented in this report were compiled from Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) 
inspection reports.  The best available data at the time of publication were used.  

Shell Eggs Broken:  Federally Inspected, 
United States,  January 2009 
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Shell Eggs Broken:  Federally Inspected, 
by Month, United States, 2007-08 

Monthly Cumulative 

Month 
2007 2008 

2008 
as % of 

2007 
2007 2008 

2008 
as % of 

2007 

 1,000 Dozen 1,000 Dozen Percent 1,000 Dozen 1,000 Dozen Percent 

Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 

159,642 
150,206 
167,844 
156,150 
176,551 
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166,223 
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181,137 
159,595 
158,820 
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151,744 
162,703 
176,985 
177,991 
168,352 
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179,209 
183,158 
159,602 
162,708
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159,642 
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477,692 
633,842 
810,393 
981,571 

1,147,794 
1,332,408 
1,497,366 
1,678,503 
1,838,098 
1,996,918

171,950 
323,694 
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663,382 
841,373 

1,009,725 
1,192,675 
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1,885,068 
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Reliability of Egg Product Estimates 
 
Data Sources:  Data for the "Egg Products" report are obtained from Egg Products Volume 
Reports (FSIS Form 5200-11) completed by inspectors of FSIS, USDA.  FSIS is responsible for 
administering a mandatory inspection program for egg products under the authority of the Egg 
Products Inspection Act of 1970.  The act and its associated regulations require that all commercial 
egg breaking and processing plants operate under continuous USDA supervision.  Reports are 
currently received from approximately 60 plants in the United States.  Plant management provides 
monthly volume data to the resident USDA inspector at the applicable plant. 
 
Revision Policy:  Revisions are generally the result of late reports received by FSIS from plants.  
Revisions for the previous month and year-to-date totals are published in each monthly release. 
 
Procedures and Reliability:  FSIS reviews plant data for accuracy and completeness and provides 
NASS a data file.  NASS reviews the data for unusual values.  The egg products estimates are based 
on a census of all commercial egg breaking and processing plants, therefore, there are no statistical 
estimation and sampling errors.  

Information Contacts 
 
Listed below are the commodity specialists in the Livestock Branch of the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service to contact for additional information.  
 
Dan Kerestes, Chief, Livestock Branch ................................................................... (202) 720-3570 
 
Bruce Boess, Head, Poultry and Specialty Commodities Section ........................... (202) 720-4447 
     David Colwell - Cold Storage............................................................................. (202) 720-8784 
     Fleming Gibson - Poultry Slaughter, Turkey Hatchery, Turkeys Raised ........... (202) 690-3237 
     Sharyn Lavender - Broiler Hatchery, Chicken Hatchery, Honey ....................... (202) 720-3244 
     Kim Linonis - Layers, Eggs ................................................................................ (202) 690-8632 
     Bruce Boess - Catfish Processing, Catfish Production, Trout Production, 
                                Census of Aquaculture, Egg Products, Mink........................... (202) 720-4447 



  

  

 
 

ACCESS TO REPORTS!! 
 
 
For your convenience, there are several ways to obtain NASS reports, data products, and services: 
 

INTERNET ACCESS 
 
All NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the 
Internet and go to the NASS Home Page at: www.nass.usda.gov.  
 

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTION 
 
All NASS reports are available by subscription free of charge direct to your e-mail address.  Starting 
with the NASS Home Page at www.nass.usda.gov, under the right navigation, Receive reports by 
Email, click on National or State.  Follow the instructions on the screen.  
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

PRINTED REPORTS OR DATA PRODUCTS 
 

CALL OUR TOLL-FREE ORDER DESK:   800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada) 
Other areas, please call 703-605-6220                FAX:  703-605-6900 

(Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order acceptable for payment.) 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

ASSISTANCE 
 
For assistance with general agricultural statistics or further information about NASS or its products or 
services, contact the Agricultural Statistics Hotline at 800-727-9540, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-
mail: nass@nass.usda.gov.  
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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