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WEATHER

On Monday, March 21, a low pressure system over the Pacific Northwest brought
precipitation to the northern half of California. As the system moved south on
Tuesday, precipitation fell over all but the extreme southern portions of the State.
On Wednesday, precipitation continued over most of California with significant
snowfall over the Sierra Nevada on both Tuesday and Wednesday.  Thursday began
a drying trend for the State as a high pressure ridge began building over California.
Friday into late Saturday continued dry and fair, except for a few showers that fell
over extreme northwest California due to an approaching  low pressure system. On
Sunday, rain began in the north and spread slowly south over the northern half of the
State, with 1-2 feet of snow falling over the northern Sierra Nevada.

FIELD CROPS

Heavy rains hampered field work across the State.  In areas where there was no rainfall, pre-irrigation for cotton
continued.  Silage corn planting is ongoing.  Wheat is partly headed out with only a few reports of yellowing due to
heavy rain.  Alfalfa fields are being harvested and herbicide applications continue.  San Joaquin County reported turf
fields being planted and harvested.  Sugar beets continued to grow well in Fresno County.  Wet weather has kept
equipment out of the rice fields in Northern California. 

FRUIT CROPS

Canes and shoots were growing rapidly in grape vineyards, and immature clusters began appearing.  Field work was
halted in many vineyards due to rainy conditions.  Some growers were able to continue applying pesticides to control
vine mealybug and cutworms, and to prepare the ground for new plantings.  Stone fruit orchards were leafing out, and
blooms were rapidly disappearing.  Early varieties of apricots and cherries were being thinned as fruit continued to
develop, and some grafting was underway.  Many stone fruit orchards were sprayed with foliar feed, and wet weather
triggered an increase in fungicide use on all tree fruit.  Apple orchards were blooming, and early varieties began
developing fruit.  Buds were swelling in many orange orchards, and topping and hedging activities were underway.
Harvesting of Navel oranges continued, but with declining quality and pack-outs.  Valencia oranges continued to be
picked as maturity tests allowed.  Lemons were harvested in many locations.  More volume, however, shifted to the
Southern Coastal region as the lemon harvest neared completion in the Central Valley.  

NUT CROPS

Growers applied blight treatments to walnut orchards as bloom neared completion.  Catkins continued to elongate.
Almond trees were leafed out, and crews in some areas were propping up branches.  

VEGETABLE CROPS

Scattered rains slowed field activities, and cooler temperatures slowed vegetable development.  Where conditions
permitted, fields were prepared for spring planting.  Tomatoes and squash were planted under hot caps.  Watermelon
planting continued.  Onion fields were weeded and fertilized.  Some spinach fields were sprayed to control fungus.
Harvest of bitter melon began in Tulare County.  Asparagus, broccoli, head and romaine lettuce, and turnip harvest
continued as conditions allowed.  The following vegetables were also reported harvested: beets, bok choy, carrot,
daikon, gai choy, gailon, mustard greens, onions, radishes, and you choy. 

LIVESTOCK

Foothill pastures continued to be in very good to excellent condition.  Cattle and sheep were in very good condition, with
many producers anticipating above normal weight gains.  Sheep were shipping from Kern County to the Mojave desert
where pasture conditions have been reported to be very good.  Sheep continued to graze in a few alfalfa fields in the
Central Valley.  However, many sheep have been moved out of alfalfa fields due to the upcoming start of the alfalfa hay
harvest.  Sheep were grazing on foothill and other pastures.  Bees were being moved out of almond orchards to citrus
orchards in Central California.  Some out-of-State bees that were used for the almond pollination were being shipped
to other states.

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at www.usda.gov/nass/pubs/pubs.htm.
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STATIONS

TEMPERATURE GROWING DEGREE
DAYS AT 60oF BASE PRECIPITATION

Average
Week

Ending
03/27/05

Departure
from

Normal
High Low

This Season Normal This Season Normal

January 1 -
03/27/05

January 1 -
03/27/05

Week
Ending

03/27/05

July 1 -
03/27/05

July 1 -
03/27/05 

July 1 -
June 30

- - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Inches - -
NORTH COAST
Eureka 51 1 64 39 0 0 1.03 32.03 32.12 37.53
Ukiah 51 -2 68 34 16 0 2.56 31.23 34.58 37.96
Santa Rosa 53 -1 69 36 18 0 2.15 28.75 27.53 30.30

CENTRAL COAST
San Francisco AP 54 0 63 46 16 0 1.85 24.03 18.14 19.70
San Jose 56 -1 69 46 30 0 1.04 19.43 13.19 14.42
Livermore Tele -- -- -- -- 11 0 0.00 0.00 12.80 14.21
Salinas AP 55 0 69 40 22 0 2.06 16.67 11.18 12.44
Monterey FAA 54 1 67 42 10 0 1.69 13.53 13.07 18.72
King City 54 -1 74 37 26 0 1.01 17.43 10.85 11.44
Paso Robles AP 52 -1 68 35 6 0 1.51 21.07 11.97 13.95

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Redding 51 -4 63 34 40 0 3.20 31.28 29.14 33.30
Red Bluff FSS 52 -4 64 35 28 0 1.21 20.90 20.42 22.29
Chico AFS 55 0 69 36 34 0 0.81 22.03 22.91 26.32
Marysville 54 -4 66 38 22 0 0.77 19.22 19.42 21.04
Sacramento AP 54 -2 67 38 14 0 1.44 19.36 15.73 17.52

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Stockton WSO 55 -1 70 40 15 0 1.65 16.47 12.01 13.95
Fresno 55 -2 72 41 24 0 1.07 14.13 9.61 10.60
Bakersfield 56 -3 80 41 28 0 0.93 8.93 5.52 5.72

SOUTH COAST
Santa Maria AP 55 0 71 38 6 0 1.94 18.06 12.41 12.36
Santa Barbara 56 -1 67 44 1 0 2.24 30.99 15.69 16.25
Oxnard -- -- -- -- 42 0 0.00 0.00 14.11 14.38
Los Angeles 59 -3 76 46 106 41 1.09 35.70 13.53 14.77
Riverside -- -- 57 44 49 0 0.67 15.68 9.44 9.58
San Diego AP 61 0 73 51 88 5 0.62 22.48 9.39 9.90

SOUTHEAST INTERIOR
Bishop 46 -3 71 26 0 0 1.18 9.35 4.24 5.37
Lancaster 51 -2 72 34 0 0 0.32 16.20 7.05 6.92
Daggett AP 56 -4 76 38 39 2 0.06 8.67 3.74 3.93
Thermal AP 65 -1 81 44 174 117 0.00 7.27 3.41 3.16
Blythe 62 -5 80 44 130 126 0.00 7.01 3.84 3.60
Imperial 63 -3 82 46 178 152 0.00 4.99 2.85 2.75

CASCADE - SIERRA
Alturas 40 1 56 28 0 0 0.75 9.82 8.87 12.01
Mt. Shasta 39 -4 52 24 0 0 4.13 35.85 33.46 37.02
Blue Canyon 35 -5 51 26 0 0 5.82 43.02 56.25 67.04
Yosemite -- -- 49 31 0 0 0.00 23.92 32.58 37.05
Normal is defined as average over the 30-year period 1961 through 1990.  Dashes (- -) in Average Week Ending and Departure from Normal
columns mean less than five days reporting, while in High and Low columns mean no days reporting.

Weekly summary provided by the Western Regional Climate Center with data reported by the National Weather Service.  When data are
quality controlled by the National Climatic Data Center, the accumulated growing degree day and precipitation values are updated.


