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WEATHER 
 

The first half of the previous week was dominated by a vigorous and 
unseasonably powerful storm system originating from the Gulf of Alaska.  
This system strafed California on Tuesday and Wednesday and dished out 
record amounts of precipitation and cold to the northern half of the State.  
Precipitation from this system would be sufficient to break records for the 
entire month of June at many northern sites.  Temperatures were nearly 20 
degrees below normal as the frontal boundary passed, but temperatures 

quickly rebounded with very high temperatures in the latter half of the week.  Highs in the fertile central 
valley would top the 100 degree mark over the weekend.  Monsoonal moisture from the Desert Southwest 
began to move into California last week and, as usual, brought a few scattered showers and 
thunderstorms over the Sierra Nevada and the mountains of Southern California. 
   

FIELD CROPS 
 
All crops made good developmental progress.  Lygus levels were being monitored in cotton fields and 
producers were spraying fields as needed.  Wheat for grain and other small grain crops continued to be 
harvested, but progress slowed at week’s end for the holiday.  Harvested wheat for silage was being 
replanted.  Rice fields continued to develop while weed control progressed between precipitation events.  
Alfalfa growers paused their summer long cycle to allow weather affected areas to dry out, so that bailing 
could resume. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 
The Valencia orange and grapefruit harvests continued as the late navel orange harvest neared 
completion.  The blueberry and strawberry harvests were ongoing.  Grape vineyards across the State 
were thinned and were sprayed with sulfur applications to treat powdery mildew.  The stone fruit harvest, 
including peaches, nectarines, plums, and apricots, was ongoing.  Apples, kiwis, and pomegranates 
were growing well.  
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Almonds continued to develop well as growers began planning hull split sprays.  Overall pest activity 
continued to be limited in both almond and pistachio orchards.  Codling moth, weed control, and fungus 
treatments were ongoing in walnut orchards. 
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
  
Kern County reported carrots and organic vegetables were being harvested.  Tulare County reported 
commercial tomato and pepper plants were growing well with the hot temperatures.  Fresno County 
reported harvest preparation for dehydrator onions and carrots.  Processing tomatoes were growing well, 
though some yellow stripe armyworms and stink bugs were found in fields.  Harvest could start as early as 
July 12th in some fields.  San Joaquin County reported onions were being harvested, and tomatoes were 
being weeded.  Sutter County reported good growth of crops in response to the warm temperatures.  
Siskiyou County reported the onion crop was about 6 inches, and appeared good in shape. 
 

LIVESTOCK 
 
Non-irrigated pasture and rangeland were reported to be in good to fair condition.  Range began to dry as 
grasses matured.  Higher elevation range was reported to still be wet due to snowmelt.  Supplemental 
feeding of livestock continued to decline.  Bees were moving into sunflower fields to pollinate the flowers.  
 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 

 
  



 
 

CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 7/3/11 

STATIONS 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE DAYS 

AT 60ºF BASE 
PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
7/3/11. 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal Rain Days1/ This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
7/3/11 

January 1 - 
7/3 

July 1 -    
7/3/11 

Week 
Ending 
7/3/11 

July 1 - 
7/3/11 

July 1 - 
7/3 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 

North_Coast             

Eureka_WFO      57 -1 64 51 0 11 147 1.11 41.76 38.13 38.10 

Ukiah           70 -2 97 50 311 371 100 0.25 38.26 38.93 38.90 

Santa_Rosa_AG   63 -5 95 44 168 344 97 0.82 39.30 31.01 31.01 

Napa_AP         69 1 97 52 287 373 94 0.96 34.94 26.46 26.46 

Central_Coast             

San_Francisco_A 62 0 84 53 109 150 76 0.52 23.08 20.14 20.11 

San_Jose_AP     69 -2 93 54 316 531 67 0.61 15.06 15.08 15.08 

Salinas_AP      63 1 85 52 130 164 72 0.14 15.71 12.94 12.91 

Monterey_AP     59 -1 76 50 42 55 82 0.14 19.86 20.38 20.35 

King_City_Ag    69 1 98 48 270 403 66 0.16 10.24 12.31 12.30 

Paso_Robles_AP  74 2 107 47 417 476 51 0.01 14.30 13.08 13.08 

Sacramento_Valley             

Redding         76 -4 101 57 601 788 100 1.11 36.85 33.55 33.52 

Red_Bluff       76 -4 103 57 620 895 92 0.94 23.82 24.10 24.07 

Willows_6W      74 -2 98 55 543 690 95 0.82 30.93 19.06 19.03 

Oroville        74 -3 97 55 525 746 90 0.99 31.46 28.78 28.75 

Marysville      74 -5 101 54 554 919 76 1.11 26.73 22.10 22.07 

Sacramento_AP   72 -2 102 53 494 668 71 0.86 24.33 17.96 17.93 

San_Joaquin_Valley             

Stockton        73 -4 100 53 510 782 80 0.38 16.64 13.84 13.84 

Modesto_AP      76 0 102 56 620 877 79 0.33 15.39 13.12 13.12 

Merced_Macready 77 1 104 55 644 816 71 0.28 16.56 12.50 12.50 

Madera_AP       75 -4 101 53 544 876 59 0.13 15.41 11.95 11.94 

Fresno_AP       79 -1 103 57 809 961 65 0.27 17.52 11.24 11.23 

Lemoore_NAS     76 -2 104 51 662 882 58 0.00 10.93 7.89 7.89 

Visalia_AP      77 -1 102 55 710 887 54 0.00 16.53 11.04 11.03 

Bakersfield     80 -1 102 58 882 1,107 47 0.00 10.34 6.49 6.49 

Cascade_Sierra             

Alturas_AP      63 0 92 39 53 73 107 0.54 15.10 12.16 12.13 

Mount_Shasta_AP 63 -2 90 41 112 94 119 0.76 44.42 39.22 39.16 

Blue_Canyon     64 -2 81 41 136 109 114 1.46 80.62 66.42 66.36 

Yosemite_Valley 68 -3 91 45 226 268 89 0.89 52.01 37.79 37.73 

South_Coast             

Santa_Maria_AP  64 3 91 48 125 142 66 0.01 23.01 14.01 14.01 

Santa_Barbara_A 65 -2 78 53 164 354 51 0.00 26.90 16.93 16.93 

Oxnard_NWS      66 2 80 54 266 329 56 0.00 22.79 15.62 15.62 

Riverside_AP    78 3 101 57 846 904 42 0.00 9.82 10.22 10.22 

Los_Angeles_AP  68 0 77 61 418 584 47 0.00 17.48 13.15 13.15 

San_Diego_AP    69 -1 77 62 618 718 47 0.00 12.66 10.80 10.77 

Southeast_Interior             

Bishop_AP       75 0 104 49 421 563 39 0.00 7.26 5.05 5.02 

Daggett_AP      87 1 113 59 1,307 1,407 23 0.00 1.94 4.20 4.17 

Lancaster_ATC   78 -1 107 51 676 815 38 0.00 9.61 7.40 7.40 

Thermal         91 1 116 67 1,881 2,110 12 0.00 2.60 3.53 3.53 

Blythe_AP       96 4 117 72 2,130 2,123 17 0.00 2.10 4.02 4.02 

Imperial_CA     93 4 116 66 1,945 1,991 14 0.00 2.68 2.96 2.96 

1/  Total number of days with precipitation events this season. 

Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches. 

Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit. 

Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations. 

For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 
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