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WEATHER 

 
A strong high pressure ridge over the Central United States remained 
in place for the week, while a low pressure trough lay just off the West 
Coast.  This resulted in temperatures across California remaining near 
or slightly below seasonal normal.  For the most part, monsoonal 
moisture from Mexico remained south and east of California, except for 
one band of moisture which moved across the Southern Sierra Nevada 
midweek.  This moisture resulted in scattered thunderstorm activity at a 
few High Sierra locations, and produced the only significant 

precipitation recorded in the State on Wednesday and Thursday as the moisture interacted with the low 
pressure trough which gradually shifted over California at that time.  This low pressure also resulted in 
slightly cooler temperatures across the Golden State for the weekend. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Cotton reporters rated the crop as mostly good to excellent.  Cotton continues to show good growth as 
more blooms and squares develop.  Producers continued to battle insect pressures to increase boll 
retention rates.  Rice fields were developing well; most fields were headed and were rated mostly good to 
excellent.  Corn for silage harvest was ongoing.  Weed and insect control in corn and alfalfa fields 
continued.  Safflower fields continued to dry down in anticipation of harvest.  Black-eye beans were 
maturing and blooms were clearly becoming more visible.  Garbanzo bean and sugarbeet harvest 
continued. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 

The table grape harvest continued in the San Joaquin Valley with the main varieties, Summer Royals, 
Crimson, Princess, and Flame Seedless, picked.  The wine grape harvest was underway in some areas while 
the raisin grapes continued to develop.  Stone fruit harvest continued at a steady pace.  Numerous varieties of 
peaches, nectarines, pluots, and plums were picked and packed.  Apples were harvested in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  The olive crop continued to develop; however, the set was reported to be extremely light.  
Pear harvest continued.  Cherry orchards were pruned.  Dried-plum growers prepared for harvest.  Valencia 
oranges, tangelos, grapefruits, and lemons were packed.  The new Navel crop was slightly behind normal 
for the season.   
 

NUT CROPS 
 
There was shaking and harvesting in a few orchards of Nonpareil almond varieties as hull splitting continued 
and final hull split sprays were applied in later varieties.  Codling moth and husk fly sprays were ongoing in 
walnut orchards as the crop continued to develop.  Pistachio and pecan orchards showed good 
development.  
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
  
Kern County reported bell peppers and carrots were being harvested.  In Tulare County, farmers’ 
markets were at their peak season, with summer fruits and vegetables continuing to be harvested.  The 
summer harvest included tomatoes, eggplant, green beans, squash, and assorted peppers.  
Processing tomato harvest continued.  Onions, tomatoes and carrots were being harvested in Fresno 
County.  San Joaquin County reported sweet corn was being harvested, as were fresh market tomatoes, 
bell peppers, watermelon, cucumbers and onions.  In Sutter County, field work and ground preparation 
continued, while tomatoes were harvested and treated for mold. 
  

LIVESTOCK 
 
Non-irrigated pasture and rangeland were reported to be in good to poor condition.  Non-irrigated grasses 
in the lower Sierra Foothills and the eastern slope of the Coast Range have dried and range conditions 
were fair.  Supplemental feeding of livestock was at a minimum in some areas.  Sheep and cattle grazed 
harvested grain fields.  Bees were active pollinating alfalfa, melon, and squash fields. 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 
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CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 8/21/11 

STATIONS 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE 
DAYS AT 60ºF BASE 

PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
8/21/11. 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal 
Rain Days 

1/ 
This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
8/21/11 

January 1 - 
8/21 

July 1 -    
8/21/11 

Week 
Ending 
8/21/11 

July 1 - 
8/21/11 

July 1 - 
8/21 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 

North_Coast             

Eureka_WFO      58 -1 66 50 2 42 6 0.00 0.23 0.37 38.10 

Ukiah           73 1 97 51 953 1,008 1 0.00 0.01 0.09 38.90 

Santa_Rosa_AG   64 -4 85 49 381 719 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 31.01 

Napa_AP         65 -4 80 52 625 796 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 26.46 

Central_Coast             

San_Francisco_A 62 -3 71 54 234 314 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 20.11 

San_Jose_AP     68 -3 83 55 739 1,070 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 15.08 

Salinas_AP      63 -2 75 54 274 345 2 0.00 0.02 0.04 12.91 

Monterey_AP     60 -2 68 50 87 135 3 0.01 0.03 0.10 20.35 

King_City_Ag    67 -3 89 49 642 851 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 12.30 

Paso_Robles_AP  71 -3 99 49 1,012 1,162 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 13.08 

Sacramento_Valley             

Redding         79 1 102 58 1,585 1,800 2 0.00 0.15 0.17 33.52 

Red_Bluff       79 -1 100 58 1,588 1,929 0 0.00 0.00 0.14 24.07 

Willows_6W      75 1 94 57 1,332 1,482 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 19.03 

Oroville        76 1 94 57 1,380 1,609 0 0.00 0.00 0.13 28.75 

Marysville      75 -3 96 55 1,366 1,825 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 22.07 

Sacramento_AP   73 -2 94 55 1,188 1,419 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 17.93 

San_Joaquin_Valley             

Stockton        74 -3 95 54 1,227 1,623 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 13.84 

Modesto_AP      76 0 96 57 1,470 1,733 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 13.12 

Merced_Macready 77 -1 98 57 1,559 1,715 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 12.50 

Madera_AP       75 -4 96 56 1,380 1,831 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.94 

Fresno_AP       81 2 98 61 1,879 1,994 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.23 

Lemoore_NAS     75 -3 97 53 1,534 1,782 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.89 

Visalia_AP      77 -1 97 57 1,643 1,819 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.03 

Bakersfield     81 -2 97 61 2,020 2,231 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.49 

Cascade_Sierra             

Alturas_AP      65 -1 91 37 338 374 0 0.00 0.00 0.51 12.13 

Mount_Shasta_AP 68 4 88 46 509 398 2 0.00 0.23 0.62 39.16 

Blue_Canyon     68 2 78 59 542 497 0 0.00 0.00 0.58 66.36 

Yosemite_Valley 73 1 93 53 900 908 1 0.00 0.07 0.62 37.73 

South_Coast             

Santa_Maria_AP  62 -2 77 52 307 349 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 14.01 

Santa_Barbara_A 63 -6 74 53 383 730 1 0.01 0.01 0.04 16.93 

Oxnard_NWS      66 -1 76 57 594 648 0 0.00 0.00 0.02 15.62 

Riverside_AP    77 -3 99 59 1,714 1,850 1 0.00 0.34 0.10 10.22 

Los_Angeles_AP  68 -4 75 61 816 1,068 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 13.15 

San_Diego_AP    67 -6 73 61 1,080 1,284 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 10.77 

Southeast_Interior             

Bishop_AP       74 -1 100 47 1,138 1,368 1 0.00 0.08 0.20 5.02 

Daggett_AP      87 2 108 67 2,658 2,764 3 0.00 0.30 0.74 4.17 

Lancaster_ATC   81 2 102 57 1,697 1,827 1 0.00 0.22 0.14 7.40 

Thermal         89 -2 111 68 3,385 3,630 1 0.00 0.08 0.40 3.53 

Blythe_AP       96 4 114 77 3,860 3,766 2 0.00 1.64 0.77 4.02 

Imperial_CA     94 4 114 76 3,577 3,539 1 0.00 0.11 0.27 2.96 

1   Total number of days with precipitation events this season. 

Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches. 
Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit. 

Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations. 
For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 
Copyright 2011: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

 


