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WEATHER 

 
The week began with the now-familiar weather pattern of high pressure 
over the Central United States while a low pressure trough lay over the 
West Coast.  This resulted in seasonable temperatures across California 
with no precipitation.  As the week progressed, the Central U.S. high 
pressure finally buckled slightly and allowed the low pressure trough to 
shift eastward, from the coast across California and into the Great Basin.  
This brought some clouds and suppressed temperatures a bit.  But right 

behind the trough, high pressure filled in over California, resulting in a warm-up for the holiday weekend.  
No significant precipitation was noted in California during the week. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Rice fields were developing well as most of the rice was headed out.  Early planted rice harvest was 
underway.  Cotton showed good development; fields were in various stages of bloom and squaring.  
Producers monitored pest levels.  Corn for silage harvest continued.  Alfalfa fields were between their 
fourth and sixth cuttings.  Black-eye beans made good developmental progress.  Sunflower rays 
continued to dry down and drop in preparation for harvest.  Safflower harvest continued in Southern 
California.  Early planted Northern California field harvest was underway; however, the majority was still 
drying down. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 

The table grape harvest continued in the San Joaquin Valley for Red Globe, Summer Royal, Thompson 
Seedless, and Flame Seedless varieties.  Harvest began for white wine grapes.  Cling peach harvest 
continued with good quality reported.  Fuji, Granny Smith and Gala apple harvests were underway.  
Pears were also being harvested, with Bosc pear harvest winding down.  The olive crop continued to 
progress.  Prune harvest continued.  Kiwis continued to develop well.  Valencia oranges, tangelos, 
grapefruits, and lemons were packed.   
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Nonpareil almond harvest was in full swing across the State.  Growers were expecting to start harvesting 
other varieties in the next week or two.  Weed, husk fly and mite control continued in walnut orchards as 
the crop was being prepared for harvest.  Pistachio harvest was expected to begin in a week or two.   
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 

Kern County reported bell pepper harvest was about over, and several fields have been disked down.  
Carrots and tomatoes were being harvested.  In Tulare County, bell and serrano peppers continued to 
be harvested, while honeydew melons were being picked and packed.  Fresno County reported tomatoes 
and carrots were being harvested as fields were being prepared for next year.  Fresh onion harvest 
continued.  Dehydrator onion harvest was expected to start soon.  Lettuce and cantaloupe harvest 
continued.  In San Joaquin County, sweet corn was being harvested as were fresh market and 
processing tomatoes, bell peppers, watermelon, cucumbers and onions.  Pumpkin harvest began.  
Sutter County reported field work and ground preparation continued, while tomatoes were harvested and 
treated for stinkbug.  Garbanzo harvest was ongoing and the beans were being treated for leafhoppers.  
Vegetable harvest for farmers’ markets continued.  Dehydrator onions were bulking with most fields 
looking good in Siskiyou County.  Fall ground preparation following harvest, especially for next season’s 
onion crop, was ongoing. 
  

LIVESTOCK 
 
Range conditions deteriorated as grasses continued to desiccate.  Irrigated pasture was reported to be in 
good condition.  Cattle were on summer range.  Sheep were grazing on idle farmland and harvested grain 
fields.  Supplemental feeding of livestock began to increase.  
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 

 
  



Page 2 of 2 California Crop Weather (September 6, 2011) 
USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, California Field Office 

 

CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 9/04/11 

STATIONS 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE DAYS 

AT 60ºF BASE 
PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
9/04/11. 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal 
Rain Days 

1/ 
This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
9/04/11 

January 1 - 
9/04 

July 1 -    
9/04/11 

Week 
Ending 
9/04/11 

July 1 - 
9/04/11 

July 1 - 
9/04 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 
North_Coast             
Eureka_WFO      56 -3 66 47 5 56 6 0.00 0.23 0.62 38.10 
Ukiah           74 4 102 50 1,160 1,169 1 0.00 0.01 0.23 38.90 
Santa_Rosa_AG   65 -4 89 47 473 831 0 0.00 0.00 0.21 31.01 
Napa_AP         67 -2 90 52 737 908 0 0.00 0.00 0.20 26.46 
Central_Coast             
San_Francisco_A 62 -3 74 54 279 370 0 0.00 0.00 0.10 20.11 
San_Jose_AP     69 -3 89 55 885 1,219 0 0.00 0.00 0.13 15.08 
Salinas_AP      62 -3 71 53 315 411 2 0.00 0.02 0.10 12.91 
Monterey_AP     60 -3 70 50 91 170 5 0.00 0.07 0.21 20.35 
King_City_Ag    66 -3 88 50 760 977 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 12.30 
Paso_Robles_AP  70 -3 100 44 1,206 1,340 0 0.00 0.00 0.11 13.08 
Sacramento_Valley             
Redding         82 6 102 58 1,883 2,038 2 0.00 0.15 0.31 33.52 
Red_Bluff       81 4 103 59 1,885 2,185 0 0.00 0.00 0.29 24.07 
Willows_6W      77 4 97 58 1,565 1,680 0 0.00 0.00 0.19 19.03 
Oroville        78 4 96 60 1,636 1,809 0 0.00 0.00 0.27 28.75 
Marysville      77 2 99 55 1,614 2,050 0 0.00 0.00 0.19 22.07 
Sacramento_AP   75 2 98 55 1,411 1,613 0 0.00 0.00 0.15 17.93 
San_Joaquin_Valley             
Stockton        75 0 97 54 1,455 1,840 0 0.00 0.00 0.14 13.84 
Modesto_AP      77 2 98 58 1,730 1,952 0 0.00 0.00 0.12 13.12 
Merced_Macready 78 4 100 58 1,840 1,941 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 12.50 
Madera_AP       77 1 99 56 1,639 2,070 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 11.94 
Fresno_AP       82 5 102 65 2,210 2,249 0 0.00 0.00 0.02 11.23 
Lemoore_NAS     77 2 99 55 1,795 2,007 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 7.89 
Visalia_AP      79 4 99 57 1,921 2,049 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 11.03 
Bakersfield     84 5 102 62 2,362 2,515 0 0.00 0.00 0.08 6.49 
Cascade_Sierra             
Alturas_AP      62 1 91 30 410 425 0 0.00 0.00 0.75 12.13 
Mount_Shasta_AP 66 4 91 43 615 457 2 0.00 0.23 0.90 39.16 
Blue_Canyon     71 6 80 59 709 584 0 0.00 0.00 0.92 66.36 
Yosemite_Valley 75 5 96 54 1,119 1,061 1 0.00 0.07 0.80 37.73 
South_Coast             
Santa_Maria_AP  61 -4 72 52 345 419 0 0.00 0.00 0.12 14.01 
Santa_Barbara_A 61 -9 75 52 438 856 1 0.00 0.01 0.18 16.93 
Oxnard_NWS      62 -6 74 55 662 749 0 0.00 0.00 0.13 15.62 
Riverside_AP    78 -1 102 59 2,016 2,113 1 0.00 0.34 0.23 10.22 
Los_Angeles_AP  65 -6 74 58 926 1,222 0 0.00 0.00 0.19 13.15 
San_Diego_AP    69 -4 77 64 1,231 1,462 0 0.00 0.00 0.12 10.77 
Southeast_Interior             
Bishop_AP       72 2 101 42 1,345 1,540 1 0.00 0.08 0.33 5.02 
Daggett_AP      88 6 111 67 3,085 3,104 3 0.00 0.30 0.88 4.17 
Lancaster_ATC   80 4 106 55 2,008 2,069 1 0.00 0.22 0.24 7.40 
Thermal         92 5 112 68 3,877 4,030 1 0.00 0.08 0.62 3.53 
Blythe_AP       98 9 114 77 4,408 4,195 2 0.00 1.64 1.06 4.02 
Imperial_CA     96 8 114 79 4,104 3,956 1 0.00 0.11 0.42 2.96 
1/  Total number of days with precipitation events this season. 

Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches. 
Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit. 

Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations. 
For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 
Copyright 2011: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

 


