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WEATHER 

 
The week began with an upper-level high pressure ridge over California and the 
Western United States.  This brought warm and dry conditions to the State.  As the 
week progressed, the high pressure strengthened, and temperatures continued to 
rise.  Afternoon high temperatures over 100 degrees were common across much of 
the interior valleys of California.  The hottest day was Friday, when temperatures 
approaching 110 degrees were reported in the Central Valley.  In an unusual pattern, 

the upper-level high pressure began to shift westward, offshore and was replaced by a low pressure system 
which settled over California.  The lower pressure brought cooler temperatures to the State.  It also brought 
thunderstorm activity to the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and prompted widespread fire weather concerns.  As 
the weekend continued, increased moisture produced “wetter” thunderstorms, and the threat of dry lightning 
was reduced.  Practically all significant rainfall reported this week was associated with these thunderstorms, 
and was mostly confined to the higher elevations of the foothills and mountains.  
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Cotton showed good developmental progress and producers were shutting off water to fields.  Corn for silage 
harvest continued.  Seed alfalfa fields were maturing and drying down as harvest began.  Rice fields matured 
as more of the crop was headed.  Black-eye beans made good developmental progress this past week.  
Sunflower ray petals continued drying down and bracts were turning yellow.  Safflower harvest continued 
where the crop had completed its dry-down.  Harvest was in full swing for sorghum.  The ground was 
prepared for Wheat for fall planting. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 

The table grape harvest continued in the San Joaquin Valley for Red Globe, Summer Royal, Thompson 
Seedless, and Flame Seedless varieties.  Harvest of wine grapes began to pick up.  Raisin grape harvest was 
in full swing.  Pomegranates were starting to show color.  Apple harvest continued.  Pears were also being 
harvested, with the Asian pear harvest in full swing.  The olive crop continued to progress.  Prune and peach 
harvests were starting to wind down.  Kiwis continued to develop well.  Fig harvest was underway.  Valencia 
oranges and lemons were packed.   
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Nonpareil almond harvest was in full swing across the State.  Growers were beginning to harvest other 
varieties.  Weed, husk fly and mite control continued in walnut orchards as the crop was being prepared for 
harvest.  Pistachio harvest was starting. 
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 
Kern County reported organic greens were being harvested.  Harvest of peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, 
squash and eggplants continued in Tulare County.  In Fresno County, tomatoes, onions, garlic, squash, 
eggplant, daikon, cucumbers, zucchini, sweet corn, peppers and carrots were being harvested.  
Watermelon, honeydew and cantaloupe harvests continued in full swing.  Broccoli fields were being 
planted.  Merced County reported cantaloupe, honeydew, tomato, bell pepper, and watermelon harvest 
continued, while radicchio planting began.  Sutter County reported field work and ground preparation 
continued, while tomatoes were treated for mold and stinkbug.  Garbanzo harvest was ongoing and the beans 
were being treated for leafhoppers.  Fresh melons were being treated for weeds and cucumber beetles. 
 

LIVESTOCK 
 
Range conditions continued to deteriorate and were reported to be good to poor for this time of the year. Cattle 
were on summer range.  Sheep and cattle grazed on idle farmland and harvested grain fields. Supplemental 
feeding of livestock continued to increase.  High temperatures in the southern San Joaquin Valley negatively 
impacted milk production by stressing dairy cows.  In Sutter County, bees were in vine seed and removed from 
sunflower, while in Fresno County hives were placed in fall melon and squash fields. 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 
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CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 9/11/11 

STATIONS 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE DAYS 

AT 60ºF BASE 
PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
9/11/11. 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal 
Rain Days 

1/ 
This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
9/11/11 

January 1 - 
9/11 

July 1 -    
9/11/11 

Week 
Ending 
9/11/11 

July 1 - 
9/11/11 

July 1 - 
9/11 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 

North_Coast             

Eureka_WFO      55 -4 66 48 5 63 6 0.00 0.23 0.78 38.10 

Ukiah           74 5 108 49 1,260 1,241 1 0.00 0.01 0.37 38.90 

Santa_Rosa_AG   66 -3 94 48 512 887 0 0.00 0.00 0.28 31.01 

Napa_AP         67 -1 93 47 789 964 0 0.00 0.00 0.27 26.46 

Central_Coast             

San_Francisco_A 63 -2 86 52 304 404 0 0.00 0.00 0.11 20.11 

San_Jose_AP     71 1 93 57 963 1,289 0 0.00 0.00 0.17 15.08 

Salinas_AP      64 -1 84 53 344 446 2 0.00 0.02 0.12 12.91 

Monterey_AP     60 -2 74 52 102 191 5 0.00 0.07 0.28 20.35 

King_City_Ag    69 0 97 49 823 1,040 0 0.00 0.00 0.12 12.30 

Paso_Robles_AP  75 5 105 50 1,314 1,420 1 0.01 0.01 0.18 13.08 

Sacramento_Valley             

Redding         82 7 108 56 2,037 2,145 2 0.00 0.15 0.38 33.52 

Red_Bluff       83 7 110 61 2,046 2,302 0 0.00 0.00 0.43 24.07 

Willows_6W      79 7 102 57 1,697 1,771 0 0.00 0.00 0.26 19.03 

Oroville        79 7 103 60 1,769 1,897 0 0.00 0.00 0.34 28.75 

Marysville      79 5 106 56 1,747 2,152 0 0.00 0.00 0.26 22.07 

Sacramento_AP   76 4 102 53 1,526 1,703 0 0.00 0.00 0.22 17.93 

San_Joaquin_Valley             

Stockton        77 4 99 56 1,578 1,940 0 0.00 0.00 0.21 13.84 

Modesto_AP      79 6 100 59 1,865 2,053 0 0.00 0.00 0.19 13.12 

Merced_Macready 79 5 101 57 1,976 2,044 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 12.50 

Madera_AP       78 3 99 58 1,764 2,177 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 11.94 

Fresno_AP       83 7 101 65 2,370 2,364 0 0.00 0.00 0.09 11.23 

Lemoore_NAS     78 4 101 55 1,920 2,109 0 0.00 0.00 0.13 7.89 

Visalia_AP      79 5 100 59 2,055 2,151 0 0.00 0.00 0.09 11.03 

Bakersfield     84 6 101 65 2,531 2,645 0 0.00 0.00 0.08 6.49 

Cascade_Sierra             

Alturas_AP      67 8 93 37 461 440 0 0.00 0.00 0.89 12.13 

Mount_Shasta_AP 69 9 91 45 680 478 2 0.00 0.23 1.07 39.16 

Blue_Canyon     72 9 83 59 797 618 0 0.00 0.00 1.19 66.36 

Yosemite_Valley 72 4 93 54 1,208 1,122 1 0.00 0.07 0.96 37.73 

South_Coast             

Santa_Maria_AP  64 -1 90 51 374 454 1 0.09 0.09 0.19 14.01 

Santa_Barbara_A 66 -3 87 51 480 913 1 0.00 0.01 0.25 16.93 

Oxnard_NWS      69 3 90 56 723 798 0 0.00 0.00 0.20 15.62 

Riverside_AP    81 4 104 61 2,163 2,236 2 0.04 0.38 0.30 10.22 

Los_Angeles_AP  71 2 84 61 1,007 1,299 0 0.00 0.00 0.26 13.15 

San_Diego_AP    73 1 97 64 1,322 1,546 2 0.13 0.13 0.14 10.77 

Southeast_Interior             

Bishop_AP       70 1 96 48 1,418 1,607 2 0.03 0.11 0.40 5.02 

Daggett_AP      84 3 106 62 3,258 3,257 5 0.17 0.47 0.98 4.17 

Lancaster_ATC   80 6 102 55 2,150 2,172 2 0.01 0.23 0.25 7.40 

Thermal         90 4 113 68 4,087 4,216 4 0.10 0.18 0.76 3.53 

Blythe_AP       92 5 111 75 4,636 4,394 2 0.00 1.64 1.20 4.02 

Imperial_CA     92 5 114 72 4,333 4,152 1 0.00 0.11 0.49 2.96 
1   Total number of days with precipitation events this season. 

Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches. 
Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit. 

Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations. 
For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 
Copyright 2011: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

 


