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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER

Dear Fellow Georgians:

Welcome to the 2009 Edition of Georgia
Agricultural Facts. The Georgia Department of
Agriculture publishes the annual statistical data
in cooperation with the Georgia Field Office of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, National
Agricultural Statistics Service. The Georgia
Field Office collects and updates data for our
state.

The staff also provides the current information
online at

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics by State/G
eorgia/index.asp.

As we did last year, we have printed less paper
copies and provided CD’s as an option. In our
quest to cut costs and increase our efficiency,
we are encouraging our employees in the five
district offices, laboratories and in the field across the state to use the link above to obtain the data they
need. Another option for you and our employees is to download the information from the site onto a
computer hard drive, a CD or a memory stick.

Agriculture is constantly influenced by changes in technology, the economy, the weather, governmental
decisions, and other entities beyond the farmer’s control. Accurate information and statistics are key
factors in helping farmers make decisions and adapt to these changing conditions. That is why the work
of the National Agricultural Statistics Service is so important and why we are proud to assist in producing
this valuable research and reference guide.

Sincerely,

Tommy lrvi



USDA,NASS,
R FIELD OFFICE

Dear Data User,

The Georgia Field Office of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is pleased to
compile and release the 2009 edition of “Georgia Agricultural Facts.” This publication again
highlights agriculture as Georgia’s number one industry. The current and historical state and
county agricultural statistics provide valuable information concerning the state’s agricultural
production in 2008.

We highly value our mission of supporting you as our data customers with the best possible
agricultural statistics. Both our agricultural surveys and census program provide data that helps
define the ever changing agricultural sector. Producer decisions are influenced by economic
pressures, domestic and international policy, population demographics, and the always
unpredictable weather. Production and marketing conditions with their uncertainties also create
a demand for factual and timely data. Change is inevitable and good statistics is essential for
daily business transactions, for educating our citizens, and for policy making.

It is important to acknowledge the cooperation and support of the Georgia Department of
Agriculture who provided funding for this publication, during very tight budget times. We
especially thank the many Georgia producers who gave of their valuable time to participate in
our surveys and provide much of the information in this bulletin. In addition, thanks goes to the
University of Georgia Cooperative Extension and USDA Farm Service Center staffs for assisting
us with additional information and support in preparing these statistics.

We again extend a special thanks to our office staff and our National Association of State
Departments of Agriculture enumeration staff for their contribution to our team effort of
delivering defensible and timely agricultural statistics. A photo of our field enumeration staff is
shown on the previous page.

This past year, we published the 2007 Census of Agriculture. These data provide trends and
comparative statistics at the national, state and county levels. Five-year census revisions are
available in this publication and on our web site. | encourage you to explore the numerous
census tabulations on our web page that show comparative production, demographic, and
economic data for Georgia and the nation.

Please contact us with your comments, questions, or requests for assistance as we are
committed to providing the best possible service to you. Hopefully, you have bookmarked our
web site for quick reference too.

Sincerely,

Dol & KO

Douglas G. Kleweno
Director
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