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All cattle and calves in Iowa as of January 1, 2016, totaled 3.95 million head, 

according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – Cattle 

report.  This was up 100,000 head from January 1, 2015.  Beef cows, at 

940,000 head, were 4 percent above last year.  Milk cow inventory remained 

the same at 210,000 head. 

 

All heifers 500 pounds and over were down 2 percent to 920,000 head.  

Heifers for beef cow replacement were up 6 percent from 2015 to 

190,000 head; heifers for milk cow replacement, at 120,000 head, were down 

8 percent from the previous year; and all other heifers were down 3 percent 

to 610,000 head. 

 

Steers weighing 500 pounds and over were up 2 percent from last year at 1.32 million head.  Bulls weighing 500 pounds and over 

were unchanged from a year ago at 60,000 head.  Calves under 500 pounds on January 1, 2016, totaled 500,000 head, up 11 percent 

from last year’s historical low of 450,000.  

 

The 2015 calf crop was estimated at 1.06 million head, up 2 percent from the 2014 calf crop.  Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter 

in all feedlots on January 1, 2015, totaled 1.23 million head, up 1 percent from one year ago.   

 

 

Cattle and Calves, Number by Class – Iowa and United States:  January 1, 2015 and 2016 

Class 

Iowa United States 

2015 2016 
2016 as 

% of 2015 
2015 2016 

2016 as 
% of 2015 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

All cattle and calves  .................................................  
 
All cows that have calved  .........................................  
          Beef cows  ......................................................  
          Milk cows  .......................................................  
 
Heifers 500 pounds and over  ...................................  
          For beef cow replacement  ..............................  
          For milk cow replacement  ..............................  
          Other heifers  ..................................................  
 
Steers 500 pounds and over  ....................................  
Bulls 500 pounds and over  ......................................  
Calves under 500 pounds  ........................................  
 
Cattle on feed 1  ........................................................  

3,850.0 
 

1,110.0 
900.0 
210.0 

 
940.0 
180.0 
130.0 
630.0 

 
1,290.0 

60.0 
450.0 

 
1,220.0 

3,950.0 
 

1,150.0 
940.0 
210.0 

 
920.0 
190.0 
120.0 
610.0 

 
1,320.0 

60.0 
500.0 

 
1,230.0 

103 
 

104 
104 
100 

 
98 

106 
92 
97 

 
102 
100 
111 

 
101 

89,143.0  
 

 38,609.0  
 29,302.1  

 9,306.9  
 

 19,261.2  
 6,086.4  
 4,710.4  
 8,464.4  

 
 15,629.5  

 2,109.4  
 13,533.9  

 
 13,025.0 

91,988.0  
 

 39,646.2  
 30,330.8  

 9,315.4  
 

 19,822.3  
 6,285.2  
 4,824.0  
 8,713.1  

 
 16,320.4  

 2,142.4  
 14,056.7  

 
 13,177.0 

103 
 

103 
104 
100 

 
103 
103 
102 
103 

 
104 
102 
104 

 
101 

1 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass 
that will grade select or better.  Cattle and calves on feed are included in the cattle inventory estimates by classes. 
 
 

Calf Crop – Iowa and United States:  2014 and 2015 

 

Iowa United States 

2014 2015 
2015 as 

% of 2014 
2014 2015 

2015 as 
% of 2014 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Calf crop  ..................................................................  1,040.0 1,060.0 102 33,522.0 34,301.7 102 
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The complete report can be found under Publications on the USDA NASS website at www.nass.usda.gov. 

United States Cattle Inventory 
 

All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2016 totaled 92.0 million head. This is 3 percent above 

the 89.1 million head on January 1, 2015.  

 

All cows and heifers that have calved, at 39.6 million head, are 3 percent above the 38.6 million head on January 

1, 2015. Beef cows, at 30.3 million head, are up 4 percent from a year ago. Milk cows, at 9.32 million head, are 

up slightly from the previous year.  

 

All heifers 500 pounds and over as of January 1, 2016 totaled 19.8 million head. This is 3 percent above the 

19.3 million head on January 1, 2015. Beef replacement heifers, at 6.29 million head, are up 3 percent from a 

year ago. Milk replacement heifers, at 4.82 million head, are up 2 percent from the previous year. Other heifers, 

at 8.71 million head, are 3 percent above a year earlier.  

 

All Calves under 500 pounds in the United States as of January 1, 2016 totaled 14.1 million head. This is 4 

percent above the 13.5 million head on January 1, 2015. Steers weighing 500 pounds and over totaled 16.3 

million head, up 4 percent from one year ago. Bulls weighing 500 pounds and over totaled 2.14 million head, 

up 2 percent from the previous year. 

 

The 2015 calf crop in the United States was estimated at 34.3 million head, up 2 percent from last year's calf 

crop. Calves born during the first half of 2015 were estimated at 24.8 million head. This is up 2 percent from the 

first half of 2014. The calves born during the second half of 2015 were estimated at 9.50 million head, 28 percent 

of the total 2015 calf crop.  

 

Cattle and calves on feed for the slaughter market in the United States for all feedlots totaled 13.2 million head 

on January 1, 2016. The inventory is up 1 percent from the January 1, 2015 total of 13.0 million head. Cattle on 

feed, in feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more head, accounted for 80.2 percent of the total cattle on feed on 

January 1, 2016. This is down 1 percent from the previous year. The combined total of calves under 500 pounds 

and other heifers and steers over 500 pounds (outside of feedlots) is 25.9 million head. This is 5 percent above 

one year ago.   
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