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MI-CW3915 Michigan Crop Weather September 28, 2015   
 

Field Crops 
 

There were 6.7 days suitable for fieldwork in Michigan 

during the week ending September 27, according to the 

Great Lakes Regional office of the National Agricultural 

Statistics Service. Dry, warm weather throughout the week 

provided ideal conditions for making dry hay and helping 

field crops move rapidly towards maturity. Silage corn and 

seed corn harvest continued; grain corn harvest began in a 

few locations, but in many areas, growers are reporting that 

a little more time is needed to bring the crop to maturity. 

Harvest of both dry beans and soybeans made good 

progress this week; many are reporting soybean yields that 

at or above expectations, but moisture content has been 

relatively high. Seeding of wheat, rye, and other cover 

crops progressed as silage corn and soybeans were 

harvested. Sugarbeet harvest progressed at a nice pace; 

although reported yields have been high, foliage disease in 

some areas have kept the sugar content below normal. 

 

Fruit 
 

Apple harvest was in full swing in the Grand Rapids area 

for Gala, Honeycrip, and McIntosh, while in the southwest, 

most of these varieties had been picked. In the southeast, 

McIntosh harvest was wrapping up at most farms while 

growers continued to harvest Honeycrisp, Jonagold and 

Jonathan; Empire and Cortland were moving towards 

maturity, but were not ready yet. In the northwest, a few 

blocks of McIntosh and Honeycrisp were close to being 

ready for harvest last week, but apple development in the 

northwest continued to remain behind schedule. In grapes, 

harvest of Niagara and other early ripening varieties were 

under way. Concord grapes were in late veraison with 

harvest expected to begin this week. 

 

Vegetables 
 

Potato harvest continued across the State as many growers 

have started to store this year’s crop. Carrot harvest has 

started in the west central region. Many vegetable growers 

continued post-harvest activities and planning for next year.    

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

Crop Condition: Week Ending 09/27/15 

Crop 
Very 

poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn ..........................  

Soybeans ..................  

Dry Edible Beans......  

Sugarbeets ................  

Range and Pasture ....  

2 
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1 
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Crop Progress: Week Ending 09/27/15 

Crop/Activity 

Percent Completed 

This 

week 

Last 

week 

Last 

year 

5 Year 

average 

Days Suitable for Fieldwork ..  

 

Corn Dented ..........................  

Corn Mature ..........................  

Corn Harvested for Grain ......  

Corn Harvested for Silage .....  

Soybeans Dropping Leaves ...  

Soybeans Harvested ..............  

Winter Wheat Planted............  

Dry Beans Dropping Leaves..  

Dry Beans Harvested .............  

Alfalfa Hay 3rd Cutting .........  

Alfalfa Hay 4th Cutting .........  

Other Hay 3rd Cutting ...........  

Other Hay 4th Cutting ...........  

Sugarbeets Harvested ............  

6.7 

 

93 
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83 

14 

17 

92 

34 

86 

43 

68 
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20 

5.3 

 

85 
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36 

58 

1 

5 

69 

15 

78 

33 

59 

0 

15 

- 

 

80 

34 

1 

41 

66 

2 

19 

97 

36 

88 

37 

78 

NA 

13 

- 
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97 

45 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 
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Soil Moisture: Week Ending 09/27/15 

Item 
Very 

short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Topsoil moisture ..............  

Subsoil moisture ..............  
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Weather Summary for Michigan prepared by AWIS.com from NWS preliminary data 

For the Period September 21, 2015 to September 27, 2015  

 

                   LAST WEEK WEATHER SUMMARY DATA| April 1, 2015 - September 27, 2015 

                                              AVG| 

                  TEMPERATURE   PRECIPITATION 4IN|  PRECIPITATION  GDD BASE 50F 

                  -----------   -------------SOIL|  -------------  ------------ 

STATION          HI  LO AVG DFN  TOTAL  DAYS TEMP| TOTAL    DFN DYS TOTAL   DFN 

-------          --  --  --  --  -----   ---  ---| -----   ---- --- -----  ---- 

10_Western_UP 

Clarksburg       76  36  58  +3   0.00    0      | 14.16  -2.33  61  1475  -201 

Hancock_Houghto  77  41  62 +11   0.01    1      | 12.13  -3.57  67  1762  +233 

Ironwood_Ag      75  42  59  +8   0.11    2      | 21.71  +1.31  80  1781  +228 

Marquette_Ag     76  49  62  +8   0.00    0      | 16.37  -0.12  71  1766   +90 

Menominee_AP     75  46  62  +6   0.01    1      | 12.76  -6.67  59  2121   -56 

Norway           74  47  61  +7   0.00    0      | 22.60  +3.11  66  2035  +176 

Paulding         75  41  59  +8   0.04    2      | 14.42  -4.51  87  1660  +164 

Stambaugh        74  36  57  +8   0.01    1      | 20.09  -0.17  75  1571  +251 

10_Eastern_UP 

Chatham_Exp_Far  76  40  61  +8   0.00    0      | 16.34  -1.05  79  1754  +160 

Garden_Corners   75  46  62  +7   0.00    0      | 21.90  +4.96  68  1721   -62 

Manistique_WWTP  69  48  60  +8   0.00    0      | 13.54  -3.51  57  1498   +99 

Moran            76  43  60  +5   0.00    0      | 14.08  -0.96  60  1705   -74 

Newberry_Luce_A  75  46  61  +8   0.01    1      | 11.78  -5.58  75  1757  +109 

Rudyard_4N       72  40  57  +7   0.00    0      | 13.54  -4.05  61  1491   +89 

Sault_Ste_Marie  77  50  63 +12   0.00    0      | 13.36  -4.67  55  1907  +518 

20_Northwest_LP 

Antrim_Co_Arpt   79  40  63  +8   0.00    0      |  8.57  -8.44  75  2183  +429 

Beulah_7SSW      78  49  65  +8   0.00    0      | 19.84  +1.16  67  2286  +248 

Cadillac_WWTP    78  39  61  +8   0.00    0      | 19.84  +0.77  72  2144  +422 

East_Jordan_2NW  77  43  62  +6   0.00    0      | 16.39  -1.62  63  2060  +145 

Kalkaska_Ag      77  38  62  +9   0.00    0      | 16.53  -1.78  67  2031  +364 

Lake_City_Exp_F  78  37  59  +6   0.00    0      | 20.37  +1.94  68  2006  +284 

NW_Michigan_Res  78  50  66 +11   0.00    0    69| 13.80  -3.21  59  2358  +604 

Pellston_Regnl   77  37  60  +6   0.00    0      | 15.40  -0.35  62  1987  +349 

Traverse_City_M  77  44  62  +6   0.00    0      | 16.31  -1.81  64  2196  +114 

30_Northeast_LP 

Alpena_Co_Regio  78  41  61  +8   0.00    0      | 12.97  -3.71  59  2180  +532 

Atlanta_5WNW     76  35  60  +6   0.01    1      | 19.07  +3.55  55  1861   +17 

Hale_5SSW        78  41  59  +5   0.00    0      | 20.15  +2.48  62  1898   +67 

Mio_WWTP         77  38  60  +6   0.00    0      | 19.56  +3.40  63  2095  +239 

Rogers_City_NO2  80  48  61  +7   0.00    0      | 12.95  -3.76  40  1954  +223 

Vanderbilt       76  34  58  +7   0.00    0      | 16.33  -1.35  61  1812  +310 

West_Branch      78  41  60  +6   0.00    0      | 21.58  +3.07  66  2106  +147 

40_West_Central_LP 

Fremont_4WSW     77  46  63  +8   0.00    0      | 24.47  +5.76  53  2211  +249 

Hart_3WSW        81  45  64  +8   0.00    0      | 20.35  +0.74  67  2244  +200 

Ludington_Mason  81  43  64  +7   0.00    0      | 14.79  -3.82  71  2353  +225 

Muskegon_Co_AP   80  45  64  +7   0.00    0      | 21.02  +3.27  60  2633  +437 

50_Central_LP 

Alma_Ag          78  43  62  +5   0.00    0      | 22.86  +3.92  66  2364   +89 

Big_Rapids_WTR   77  41  61  +5   0.00    0      | 23.12  +3.26  72  2150   +47 

Gladwin          81  44  63  +8   0.00    0      | 18.55  +0.17  59  2486  +469 

Mount_Pleasant   79  45  65  +8   0.00    0      | 17.99  -0.95  77  2613  +368 

Oil_City_3E      76  39  59  -2   0.00    0      | 22.87  +4.48  60  1993  -601 

Reed_City_WWTP   78  39  60  +6   0.00    0      | 22.51  +3.13  69  2018  +173 

60_East_Central_LP 

Auburn_2NE       78  44  62  +3   0.00    0      | 25.23  +6.84  67  2376  -218 

Bad_Axe_Ag       78  46  63  +6   0.00    0      | 20.85  +2.14  71  2345  +325 

Saginaw_NO3      81  48  65  +5   0.00    0      | 20.97  +2.13  64  2641   -14 

Sandusky         79  48  64  +7   0.00    0      | 16.46  -0.51  54  2664  +425 

Vassar           81  42  62  +4   0.00    0      | 20.26  +1.18  72  2324   -12 

70_Southwest_LP 

Allendale        78  47  64  +5   0.01    1      | 21.17  +0.07  73  2407   -43 

Benton_Harbor_A  80  43  64  +5   0.00    0      | 19.83  -1.31  65  2582  +202 

Bloomingdale     80  43  64  +6   0.00    0      | 23.87  +1.79  59  2646  +361 

Dowagiac         79  42  63  +5   0.00    0      | 28.18  +5.98  86  2644  +211 

East_Grand_Rapi  78  45  63  +6   0.00    0      | 23.83  +2.07  76  2507   +86 

Kalamazoo_Intl   80  45  64  +4   0.00    0      | 24.00  +1.89  66  2882  +126 

80_South_Central_LP 

Battle_Creek_5N  80  41  61  +4   0.00    0      | 27.93  +7.06  79  2568  +166 

Charlotte_WWTP   78  44  63  +6   0.00    0      | 23.09  +2.96  76  2479  +206 

Coldwater_Branc  79  44  64  +6   0.00    0      | 15.52  -5.99  81  2657  +313 

Hastings         79  42  63  +6   0.00    0      | 20.45  -0.46  67  2445  +142 

Hillsdale_Ag     79  43  62  +5   0.00    0      | 23.94  +1.82  83  2514  +247 

Lansing          78  45  63  +6   0.00    0      | 24.73  +6.00  67  2703  +434 

Owosso_WWTP      80  45  63  +6   0.00    0      | 19.96  +1.74  77  2518  +321 

Three_Rivers_Ag  82  45  63  +6   0.00    0      | 24.65  +2.76  72  2560  +176 

90_Southeast_LP 

Burton           78  42  61  +4   0.00    0      | 19.50  +0.52  75  2383  +109 

Farmington       78  46  63  +2   0.00    0      | 19.13  +0.21  66  2479  -291 

Grosse_Pte_Farm  74  51  64  +2   0.00    0      | 20.70  +0.97  66  2652   -93 

Lapeer_WWTP      80  44  62  +6   0.00    0      | 18.71  -0.06  64  2508  +341 

Newport_4SSE     80  45  65  +3   0.00    0      | 23.52  +3.50  73  2814   -77 

Richmond_4NNW    80  45  64  +5   0.00    0      | 23.99  +5.43  68  2655  +211 

Saline_WWTP      81  35  62  +2   0.00    0      | 24.71  +5.04  75  2544   -84 

Tipton           80  47  65  +7   0.00    0      | 22.55  +2.05  64  2603  +149 

Whitmore_Lake    78  42  61  +3   0.00    0      | 20.27  +3.20  67  2384   +33 

Yale             79  38  60  +2   0.00    0      | 20.51  +3.54  66  2183   -56 

  

Summary based on NWS data. DFN = Departure from Normal. Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in 

inches. Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit. Normals period 1971-2000 Used in DFN calculations. 

For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955.  
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