
 

Milk production in Minnesota during March 2015 totaled 814 million pounds, up 4 
percent from last March.  This is the highest March milk production for state since 2000.  
The average number of milk cows during March, at 460,000 head, was unchanged from 
last month, but 1,000 more than a year ago.  Monthly production per cow averaged 1,770 
pounds, up 70 pounds from March 2014.  

Milk production in the 23 major States during March totaled 16.9 billion pounds, up 1.1 percent from March 2014.  February 
revised production at 15.1 billion pounds, was up 1.7 percent from February 2014.  The February revision represented a 
decrease of 10 million pounds or 0.1 percent from last month's preliminary production estimate.  

Production per cow in the 23 major States averaged 1,959 pounds for March, 2 pounds above March 2014.  This is the 
highest production per cow for the month of March since the 23 State series began in 2003.  

The number of milk cows on farms in the 23 major States was 8.62 million head, 86,000 head more than March 2014, but 
4,000 head fewer than February 2015.  

Milk production in the United States during the January - March quarter totaled 51.9 billion pounds, up 1.7 percent from 
the January - March quarter last year.  

The average number of milk cows in the United States during the quarter was 9.30 million head, 17,000 head more than 
the October – December 2014 quarter, and 88,000 head more than the same period last year. 

 
Milk Cows and Production: Selected States, March 2014 and 2015 

State 

Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 

2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 
Change 

from 2014 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (pounds) (pounds) (million pounds) (million pounds) (percent) 

Arizona  ...................................  
California  ................................  
Colorado  .................................  
Florida  ....................................  
Idaho  ......................................  
Illinois  .....................................  
Indiana  ...................................  
Iowa  ........................................  
Kansas  ...................................  
Michigan  .................................  
Minnesota ...............................  
New Mexico  ............................  
New York  ................................  
Ohio  ........................................  
Oregon  ...................................  
Pennsylvania  ..........................  
South Dakota ...........................  
Texas  .....................................  
Utah  ........................................  
Vermont  ..................................  
Virginia  ...................................  
Washington  ............................  
Wisconsin  ...............................  
 
23-State Total ..........................  

192 
1,781 

141 
123 
570 
94 

176 
205 
138 
381 
459 
323 
615 
266 
125 
531 
96 

455 
95 

131 
93 

270 
1,270 

 
8,530 

195 
1,779 

145 
125 
580 
95 

181 
209 
144 
403 
460 
323 
617 
268 
125 
530 
102 
463 
96 

132 
92 

277 
1,275 

 
8,616 

2,230  
 2,140  
 2,100  
 1,925  
 2,030  
 1,755  
 1,875  
 1,920  
 1,895  
 2,090  
 1,700  
 2,210  
 1,885  
 1,730  
 1,800  
 1,750  
 1,845  
 1,965  
 1,905  
 1,730  
 1,680  
 2,080  
 1,850  

 
 1,957 

2,225  
 2,080  
 2,165  
 1,965  
 2,020  
 1,770  
 1,895  
 1,950  
 1,945  
 2,115  
 1,770  
 2,125  
 1,900  
 1,745  
 1,775  
 1,775  
 1,900  
 1,920  
 1,950  
 1,720  
 1,710  
 2,050  
 1,910  

 
 1,959 

428  
 3,811  

 296  
 237  

 1,157  
 165  
 330  
 394  
 262  
 796  
 780  
 714  

 1,159  
 460  
 225  
 929  
 177  
 894  
 181  
 227  
 156  
 562  

 2,350  
 

 16,690 

434  
 3,700  

 314  
 246  

 1,172  
 168  
 343  
 408  
 280  
 852  
 814  
 686  

 1,172  
 468  
 222  
 941  
 194  
 889  
 187  
 227  
 157  
 568  

 2,435  
 

 16,877 

1.4 
-2.9 
6.1 
3.8 
1.3 
1.8 
3.9 
3.6 
6.9 
7.0 
4.4 

-3.9 
1.1 
1.7 

-1.3 
1.3 
9.6 

-0.6 
3.3 

- 
0.6 
1.1 
3.6 

 
1.1 

1  Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2 Excludes milk sucked by calves 
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CHICKENS & EGGS 
 

 

Minnesota egg production during March 2015 was 290million eggs, up 12 percent from last month, and up 15 percent 
from last year, and the largest March production on record for the state of Minnesota. The total number of layers on hand 
during March was 11.8 million, down slightly from last month, but up 11 percent from last year, and the largest March 
inventory on record for the State of Minnesota.  Eggs per 100 layers for the month of March were 2,462, up 12 percent from 
February, mostly due to the short month of February, but up 3 percent from 2,383 last year. 

United States egg production totaled 8.53 billion during March 2015, up 1 percent from last year. Production included 
7.42 billion table eggs, and 1.12 billion hatching eggs, of which 1.03 billion were broiler-type and 91 million were egg-type. 
The total number of layers during March 2015 averaged 362 million, up 1 percent from last year. March egg production per 
100 layers was 2,358 eggs, up 1 percent from March 2014. 

All layers in the United States on April 1, 2015 totaled 361 million, up slightly from last year. The 361 million layers consisted 
of 303 million layers producing table or market type eggs, 54.5 million layers producing broiler-type hatching eggs, and 3.53 
million layers producing egg-type hatching eggs. Rate of lay per day on April 1, 2015, averaged 76.8 eggs per 100 layers, 
up 1 percent from April 1, 2014. 

Egg-type chicks hatched during March 2015 totaled 50.4 million, up 14 percent from March 2014. Eggs in incubators totaled 
49.0 million on April 1, 2015, up 13 percent from a year ago. Domestic placements of egg-type pullet chicks for future 
hatchery supply flocks by leading breeders totaled 304 thousand during March 2015, up 29 percent from March 2014. 

Broiler-type chicks hatched during March 2015 totaled 791 million, up 3 percent from March 2014. Eggs in incubators totaled 
646 million on April 1, 2015, up 2 percent from a year ago. Leading breeders placed 7.18 million broiler-type pullet chicks 
for future domestic hatchery supply flocks during March 2015, up 6 percent from March 2014. 

Layers on Hand and Eggs Produced – States and United States, March 2014 and 2015 
[Data may not add to totals due to rounding. Data by type of flock not shown for some states to avoid disclosing individual operations, data included in 
United States totals.] 

State 

Table egg layers 
in flocks 

30,000 & above 

All layers 
on hand 

Eggs per 
100 layers 

Total egg 
production 

Table egg 
production 

2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 

 (1,000 layers) (1,000 layers) (1,000 layers) (1,000 layers) (eggs) (eggs) 
(million 
eggs) 

(million 
eggs) 

(million 
eggs) 

(million 
eggs) 

Alabama  ..................  
Arkansas  .................  
California  .................  
Colorado  ..................  
Connecticut  .............  
Florida  .....................  
Georgia  ...................  
Illinois  ......................  
Indiana  ....................  
Iowa  .........................  
Maine  ......................  
Maryland ..................  
Michigan  ..................  
Minnesota  ...............  
Mississippi  ...............  
Missouri  ...................  
Nebraska  .................  
New York  .................  
North Carolina  .........  
Ohio  .........................  
Oregon  ....................  
Pennsylvania  ...........  
South Carolina  .........  
South Dakota  ...........  
Texas  ......................  
Utah  .........................  
Virginia  ....................  
Washington  .............  
Wisconsin  ................  
 
Other States1  ...........  
 
United States  ...........  

1,465  
 3,622  

 16,402  
 4,497  
 2,272  
 8,181  
 9,585  
 4,547  

 26,473  
 58,048  
 3,496  
 2,569  

 13,044  
 10,194  
 1,530  
 6,402  
 9,288  
 4,593  
 5,627  

 29,224  
 2,168  

 23,458  
 2,968  
 2,503  

 14,696  
 3,947  
 1,098  
 6,594  
 4,223  

 
 12,994  

 
 295,708 

1,465  
 3,756  

 12,718  
 3,926  
 2,272  
 8,755  
 9,875  
 4,373  

 25,416  
 58,226  
 3,496  
 2,444  

 12,255  
 11,322  
 1,542  
 6,590  
 9,436  
 4,672  
 6,754  

 30,275  
 2,305  

 23,617  
 3,165  
 2,547  

 14,803  
 4,115  
 1,183  
 6,994  
 4,575  

 
 13,120  

 
 295,992 

9,273  
 11,858  
 16,832  
 4,871  
 2,366  
 8,548  

 18,395  
 5,015  

 27,392  
 59,210  
 3,551  
 2,742  

 13,282  
 10,616  
 5,848  
 8,675  
 9,396  
 4,949  

 13,032  
 30,085  
 2,307  

 25,373  
 4,210  
 2,645  

 18,811  
 3,985  
 2,920  
 6,759  
 4,997  

 
 22,012  

 
 359,955 

9,278  
 12,730  
 13,212  
 4,338  
 2,365  
 9,148  

 18,813  
 4,820  

 26,327  
 59,466  
 3,551  
 2,608  

 12,508  
 11,777  
 5,749  
 8,828  
 9,544  
 5,036  

 14,509  
 31,137  
 2,444  

 25,671  
 4,466  
 2,689  

 19,008  
 4,153  
 3,041  
 7,158  
 5,356  

 
 22,100  

 
 361,830 

1,920  
 2,066  
 2,412  
 2,546  
 2,367  
 2,422  
 2,196  
 2,413  
 2,461  
 2,300  
 2,450  
 2,407  
 2,582  
 2,383  
 2,052  
 2,282  
 2,522  
 2,526  
 2,149  
 2,463  
 2,514  
 2,503  
 2,185  
 2,457  
 2,328  
 2,334  
 2,123  
 2,397  
 2,241  

 
 2,208  

 
 2,342 

1,951  
 2,113  
 2,422  
 2,444  
 2,368  
 2,405  
 2,158  
 2,344  
 2,355  
 2,376  
 2,450  
 2,454  
 2,542  
 2,462  
 2,122  
 2,390  
 2,525  
 2,542  
 2,164  
 2,438  
 2,660  
 2,598  
 2,284  
 2,492  
 2,278  
 2,408  
 2,039  
 2,445  
 2,409  

 
 2,240  

 
 2,358 

178  
 245  
 406  
 124  
 56  

 207  
 404  
 121  
 674  

 1,362  
 87  
 66  

 343  
 253  
 120  
 198  
 237  
 125  
 280  
 741  
 58  

 635  
 92  
 65  

 438  
 93  
 62  

 162  
 112  

 
 486  

 
 8,430 

181  
 269  
 320  
 106  
 56  

 220  
 406  
 113  
 620  

 1,413  
 87  
 64  

 318  
 290  
 122  
 211  
 241  
 128  
 314  
 759  
 65  

 667  
 102  
 67  

 433  
 100  
 62  

 175  
 129  

 
 495  

 
 8,533 

38  
 91  
 (D)  
 (D)  
 (D)  

 202  
 236  
 116  
 657  

 1,345  
 (D)  
 65  
 (D)  

 247  
 38  
 (D)  

 237  
 (D)  

 143  
 (D)  
 58  

 607  
 71  
 65  
 (D)  
 93  
 30  
 (D)  
 (D)  

 
 351  

 
 7,354 

37  
 99  
 (D)  
 (D)  
 (D)  

 216  
 235  
 109  
 602  

 1,394  
 (D)  
 63  
 (D)  

 284  
 41  
 (D)  

 241  
 (D)  

 170  
 (D)  
 65  

 636  
 78  
 67  
 (D)  

 100  
 29  
 (D)  
 (D)  

 
 360  

 
 7,417 

(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.  1 Includes data for states not published in this table. 
  



HAY COUNTY ESTIMATES 
 

 
 

Stearns County was Minnesota’s largest dry alfalfa hay producing county in 2014, with 250,700 tons.  Other top producing counties were 

Otter Tail, with 218,000 tons, and Fillmore, with 133,400 tons.  Todd, Houston, and Morrison also exceeded 100,000 tons. 

Statewide, alfalfa yields were up 0.30 ton, to 2.90 tons per acre.  Yellow Medicine County had the highest average yield, at 4.00 tons per 
acre.  Lincoln, Murray, and Nicollet each recorded an average yield of 3.85 tons per acre.  Chippewa and Traverse, at 3.70 tons per acre, 
tied for the fifth highest average yield.   

Morrison County was Minnesota’s largest producer of other dry hay (excluding alfalfa) in 2014 with 118,500 tons.  Other top producing 

counties were Aitkin (84,300 tons), Pine (70,600 tons), and Stearns (67,400 tons).  

Other dry hay yields averaged 1.60 tons per acre across the state in 2014, up 0.10 ton per acre from 2013. Stearns County recorded the 
highest average yield, at 2.45 tons per acre.  Benton (2.35), Morrison (2.05), Rice, and Lac Qui Parle (2.00) all recorded an average yield 
of 2.00 or more tons per acre.  Itasca and St Louis Counties had the lowest published yield, at 1.10 tons per acre.   

Alfalfa Hay Harvested, Yield, and Production – Minnesota by County:  2014 

County 
and 

District 

Area 
Harvested 

Yield Production 

2014 2014 2014 

 (acres) (tons) (1,000 tons) 

Wright ....................  
Other Counties ......  
Central ...................  
 
Anoka .....................  
Carlton ....................  
Chisago ..................  
Crow Wing ..............  
Hennepin ................  
Isanti .......................  
Kanabec .................  
Mille Lacs ...............  
Pine ........................  
Washington.............  
Other Counties .......  
East Central ...........  
 
Cottonwood ............  
Jackson ..................  
Lincoln ....................  
Murray ....................  
Redwood ................  
Other Counties .......  
Southwest .............  
 
Faribault .................  
Nicollet....................  
Rice ........................  
Steele .....................  
Watonwan ..............  
Other Counties .......  
South Central ........  
 
Dakota ....................  
Fillmore ...................  
Goodhue .................  
Houston ..................  
Olmsted ..................  
Wabasha ................  
Winona ...................  
Other Counties .......  
Southeast ..............  
 
State Total .............  

17,100  
 12,890  

 245,000 
 

6,080  
 13,100  
 8,760  

 (D)    
 5,020  
 8,310  

 12,900  
 10,700  
 19,800  
 7,290  

 13,540  
 105,500  

 
 4,700  

 (D)    
 11,700  
 9,860  

 (D)    
 35,340  
 61,600  

 
 1,700  
 3,990  

 12,000  
 (D)    

 820  
 23,990  
 42,500  

 
 9,190  

 37,200  
 22,100  
 31,300  
 26,900  
 19,700  
 30,000  
 12,510  

 188,900  
 

 1,100,000 

2.75 
3.35 
3.10 

 
2.20 
1.90 
2.50 
(D) 

2.40 
2.40 
2.25 
2.15 
2.30 
2.70 
1.90 
2.20 

 
3.15 
(D) 

3.85 
3.85 
(D) 

3.30 
3.50 

 
3.40 
3.85 
3.50 
(D) 

2.45 
3.45 
3.50 

 
3.05 
3.60 
2.90 
3.35 
2.75 
3.20 
2.90 
3.25 
3.15 

 
2.90 

46,800  
 43,500  

 758,000 
 

13,400  
 25,000  
 21,800  

 (D)    
 12,100  
 19,900  
 28,900  
 23,000  
 45,400  
 19,800  
 25,400  

 234,700  
 

 14,800  
 (D)    

 44,800  
 37,800  

 (D)    
 117,500  
 214,900  

 
 5,800  

 15,400  
 42,200  

 (D)    
 2,000  

 83,200  
 148,600  

 
 28,200  

 133,400  
 64,600  

 105,300  
 74,200  
 62,600  
 87,600  
 40,400  

 596,300  
 

 3,190,000 

(D) Not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations. 

 

  

County 
and 

District 

Area 
Harvested 

Yield Production 

2014 2014 2014 

 (acres) (tons) (1,000 tons) 

Becker  ...................  
Clay ........................  
Clearwater ..............  
Kittson ....................  
Mahnomen .............  
Marshall ..................  
Norman ..................  
Polk ........................  
Red Lake ................  
Roseau ...................  
Other Counties .......  
Northwest ..............  
 
Beltrami ..................  
Cass .......................  
Hubbard .................  
Itasca ......................  
Koochiching ............  
Lake Of The Woods  
Other Counties .......  
North Central.........  
 
Other Counties .......  
Northeast ...............  
 
Big Stone ................  
Chippewa ...............  
Douglas ..................  
Grant ......................  
Lac Qui Parle ..........  
Otter Tail.................  
Pope .......................  
Swift .......................  
Traverse .................  
Wilkin ......................  
Yellow Medicine ......  
Other Counties .......  
West Central .........  
 
Benton ....................  
Carver ....................  
Kandiyohi................  
Mcleod ....................  
Morrison .................  
Scott .......................  
Sherburne ...............  
Sibley .....................  
Stearns ...................  
Todd .......................  
Wadena ..................  

27,500  
 16,600  
 38,300  
 13,800  
 8,110  

 (D)    
 8,290  

 28,600  
 10,600  
 24,000  
 38,700  

 214,500  
 

 40,000  
 9,380  
 7,740  
 9,330  

 11,100  
 5,850  

 0    
 83,400  

 
 14,000  
 14,000  

 
 2,700  
 3,900  

 16,600  
 2,380  

 (D)    
 71,800  
 16,700  

 (D)    
 2,260  
 2,400  
 6,430  

 19,430  
 144,600  

 
 9,860  
 8,830  

 13,100  
 5,840  

 36,800  
 6,380  
 5,860  
 5,240  

 72,500  
 36,200  
 14,400  

2.35 
2.95 
2.30 
2.70 
2.80 
(D) 

2.85 
2.85 
3.20 
2.55 
2.60 
2.60 

 
2.40 
2.05 
2.30 
1.85 
1.90 
1.45 

0 
2.15 

 
1.80 
1.80 

 
2.95 
3.70 
2.80 
3.15 
(D) 

3.05 
3.55 
(D) 

3.70 
2.45 
4.00 
3.95 
3.25 

 
2.90 
3.35 
3.15 
2.70 
2.80 
2.95 
2.15 
3.40 
3.45 
3.10 
2.55 

65,100  
 49,300  
 87,500  
 37,200  
 22,600  

 (D)    
 23,600  
 82,200  
 33,800  
 60,600  

 100,100  
 562,000  

 
 95,400  
 19,100  
 17,900  
 17,200  
 21,300  
 8,600  

0    
 179,500  

 
 25,300  
 25,300  

 
 8,000  

 14,400  
 46,800  
 7,500  

 (D)    
 218,000  
 59,000  

 (D)    
 8,400  
 5,900  

 25,600  
 77,100  

 470,700  
 

 28,500  
 29,700  
 41,400  
 15,800  

 103,900  
 18,800  
 12,500  
 17,800  

 250,700  
 112,100  
 36,500  



 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Hay Harvested, Yield, and Production – 
Minnesota by County:  2014 

County 
and 

District 

Area 
Harvested 

Yield Production 

2014 2014 2014 

 (acres) (tons) (1,000 tons) 

Becker ....................  
Clay  .......................  
Kittson  ...................  
Other Counties .......  
Northwest ..............  
 
Cass .......................  
Hubbard .................  
Itasca......................  
Koochiching ............  
Other Counties .......  
North Central ........  
 
St. Louis .................  
Other Counties .......  
Northeast...............  
 
Big Stone ................  
Grant  .....................  
Lac Qui Parle  .........  
Otter Tail ................  
Wilkin  .....................  
Other Counties .......  
West Central .........  
 
Benton ....................  
Morrison .................  
Sherburne...............  
Stearns ...................  
Todd .......................  
Wadena ..................  
Other Counties .......  
Central ...................  
 
Aitkin ......................  
Carlton ....................  
Chisago ..................  
Crow Wing ..............  
Hennepin ................  
Kanabec .................  
Mille Lacs ...............  
Pine ........................  
Washington  ...........  
Other Counties .......  
East Central ..........  
 
Jackson  .................  
Redwood  ...............  
Other Counties  ......  
Southwest  ............  
 
Blue Earth ..............  
Martin .....................  
Rice ........................  
Steele  ....................  
Waseca ..................  
Other Counties .......  
South Central ........  
 
Other Counties .......  
Southeast ..............  
 
State Total  ............  

(D)    
 9,100  

 13,500  
 85,900  

 108,500  
 

 40,800  
 13,700  
 21,900  
 7,460  

 19,340  
 103,200  

 
 53,800  
 1,300  

 55,100  
 

 1,970  
 780  

 3,320  
 21,400  
 1,650  

 24,980  
 54,100  

 
 12,800  
 57,700  

 (D)    
 27,500  
 20,900  
 20,100  
 41,100  

 180,100  
 

 53,500  
 30,000  
 6,090  

 24,200  
 1,700  

 25,800  
 17,800  
 50,200  
 3,700  
 7,510  

 220,500  
 

 3,410  
 (D)    

 26,290  
 29,700  

 
 2,060  

 860  
 4,110  
 2,470  

 (D)    
 10,000  
 19,500  

 
 39,300  
 39,300  

 
 810,000 

(D) 
1.60 
1.25 
1.40 
1.40 

 
1.40 
1.20 
1.10 
1.35 
1.30 
1.30 

 
1.10 
1.10 
1.10 

 
1.40 
1.40 
2.00 
1.70 
1.50 
1.55 
1.65 

 
2.35 
2.05 
(D) 

2.45 
1.90 
1.90 
2.05 
2.10 

 
1.60 
1.45 
1.60 
1.50 
1.40 
1.30 
1.45 
1.40 
1.65 
1.40 
1.45 

 
1.45 
(D) 

1.75 
1.75 

 
1.80 
1.80 
2.00 
1.95 
(D) 

2.00 
1.95 

 
1.80 
1.80 

 
1.60 

(D)    
 14,700  
 17,000  

 119,800  
 151,500  

 
 56,700  
 16,200  
 24,300  
 10,000  
 25,200  

 132,400  
 

 58,900  
 1,400  

 60,300  
 

 2,800  
 1,100  
 6,700  

 36,800  
 2,450  

 39,150  
 89,000  

 
 30,200  

 118,500  
 (D)    

 67,400  
 39,700  
 38,400  
 84,900  

 379,100  
 

 84,300  
 43,400  
 9,600  

 36,300  
 2,340  

 34,000  
 26,100  
 70,600  
 6,100  

 10,460  
 323,200  

 
 4,980  

 (D)    
 46,320  
 51,300  

 
 3,710  
 1,530  
 8,300  
 4,860  

 (D)    
 20,100  
 38,500  

 
 70,700  
 70,700  

 
 1,296,000 

(D) Not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations. 

ALFALFA HAY (DRY)
Production by County, 2014

St. Louis

Itasca

Cass

Lake
Polk

Beltrami

Aitkin

Pine

Cook

Koochiching

Otter Tail

Roseau

Clay

Marshall

Becker

Todd

Stearns

Kittson

Swift

Lyon

Morrison

Pope

Renville

Carlton

Martin

Norman

Fillmore

Wright

Rice

MowerNobles

Murray

Grant

Redwood

Rock

Douglas

Jackson

Winona

Faribault

Olmsted

Anoka

Pennington

Wilkin

Hubbard

Crow Wing

Lake of the Woods

Clearwater

Sibley

Brown

Kandiyohi

Goodhue

Meeker

Dakota

Freeborn

Isanti

Lincoln

Blue Earth

Stevens

Mille Lacs

Houston

Scott

Traverse

Steele

Wadena

Dodge

Hennepin

McLeod

Nicollet

Lac qui Parle

Kanabec

Chippewa

Wabasha

Benton

Cottonwood

Big Stone

Carver

Waseca

Chisago

Mahnomen

Le Sueur

Yellow Medicine

Pipestone

Red Lake

Sherburne

Watonwan

Washington

Ramsey

Thousand Tons

Not Published

Less than 20

20.0 - 39.9

40.0 - 79.9

80.0 or More

ALL OTHER HAY (DRY)
Production by County, 2014
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Washington
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Not Published

Less than 5.0

5.0 - 24.9

25.0 - 49.9

50.0 or More


