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WEATHER  Tomporaturcs averagod near normal for the week, with rather warm wenthor

during tho first 2 to 3 days, and cool woathor lator. Moderate to heavy rain
or wot snow fcll over tho opstern helf of the State Thursday, tut procipitation vms
only light to moderctc over the western helf., Snowfnll averaged from 5 to 7 inches
over o belt extonding from the Hastings-Goneve nrca northoostward and northrard olmost
to the Stoatc border,

CROPS Spring planting wos dclayed further in the castern two-thirds of the state

from the hoavy prceipitation. Had it not been for the heovy rain and sov,
most of the spring grain would have been sceded, But as n rosult, only 547 of the
oats, 37% of thc barley and 70% of the spring theat was sceded up to last Saturday,
Less than 1/3 of tho potatoes were planted in eastern Nobroska

"inter vhoat in much of tho eastern third of the state thot showed up green after
the thaw and turnod brovm by the closc of March, has made no recovery and is absolu-
toly gonc, YWhile practically all winter wheat in the eastern third of the statc is
damcged, the aren of groatcestdamage oxtends from Clay, Fillmere and Saline Countics
northoastirardly to Platte, Dodge and Saundors Countics. In the center of this area,
the abanconment will be cxceedingly henvy, Gnerally that which will be left is thin
ond connot yield satisfactorily,

Ho doubt the loss of winter vheat was duc to a combination of factors. It is
apparcent however, that ice alone did not kill vheat becausc in the worst damaged arcog
wvheat on the terraces where soil conscorvation is practices was not killed. Also on
level ficlds, bock furrows from disking which roised the ground a little higher, the
vheat was not killed, whilc between the raiscd places wheat was dead, Tho heavy rain
carly in Jamiary, saturated the soil completely, cxeluding all air ond tho froezing
roin eboad the 23rd of Januiry formed an ice conting on this water-legged, frozon
so1l which was covered by snov later in Januvary, that preserved the icc for a month
or more, cxcluding all air., The most complcte kill of winber wheat occurrcd in the
lovrer spots of the fields., On terraces ond baclk furrowvs, vheat survived much botter
bocause of the drainage sinec it had the same amount of ice covering as tho bonlanco
of the field. Iowvever, there were other snots whore the ficld could have drained am

where vheat was killed out just as badly. ilso, low temperatures after wheat hed )
lost its winter-hardiness is o factor. *hoat covercd by snow along the snov fencos
gonerally survived, ‘Yhore the so il was saturated irith olsture, this togeothor with
the iec coating oxcluded 2ll air ond vas about the couivalont of stoending wator, In
1917, the situation was cxactly the omnositc boing a dry winter with loosc 'soil, high
vinds and lov temperaturcs, Thot winter the only vhoat that survived in ‘castern Neb-
raska was the cxtrome southeastorn areca where the ico comting vwas the heaviest,

Some of the alfalfa, cspeeislly the older stands, suffered sovorc damage from
winteor-kill and much of it will have to be abandoncd sooner or later if notenowe. The
damage 1s greatest in the some arca vhere the vinter-kill of wheat was the hoavicst,
Host of the balance of the unpicked corn wms horvestcd iast week. Tho preparation of
land ond plonting of bcots ond poas for eamnning contimos in westorn Nobraska, Far-
mers indicote tho planting of considerable safflower in Kimboll and Morrill Counties,
The flat land botween Salinc ond Sovr rd Counties westward to Clay and Hamilton Coun-
tics has many ponds of water in the low places, Thore are literally thousands of
duclis on thesc nonds of water. Sheltorbelts irire damased badly by ivinter snow storms,
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LTVESTOCK  Pasbures arc o 1little latc boonusc tomporqturos have not beoon high cnough,
Apparontly, there arc many cattle on focd in the form feed lots in castern
Nobragks where thore is large quantitics of corn on the farm,
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PRECIPITATION FOR V'FEK ENDING APRIL 15, 1949
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HIGHEST AFD LO'EST TRIPERLTURES ( for 24 hours ending 6:30 a,m,)
A pril
12%h 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 18th
: Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min
MW  Chadron T76 39 69 42 44 33 B0 23 63 31 72 - 60 22
Scott sbiuflf 73 32 75 42 54 30 48 24 61 33 74 34 62 30
Sidney 69 30 77 38 47 30 48 21 60 29 73 33 64 27
N-C Burwell 66 42 = - - - - - - - - - - -
' Valentine 72 43 T3 42 49 32 48 23 54 33 T2 41 55 24
NE Norfotk 64 43 T4 48 w = 41 31 47 29 62 44 56 29
Sioux City 68 34 T6 43 T4 35 40 31 46 27 58 28 45 28
Cen. Grand Tstand 62 40 72 42 65 32 40 28 46 33 70 44 59 28
E-C Linooln 65 41 72 50 78 37 49 34 48 33 67 39 53 31
Omaha 65 40 T3 49 T4 40 48 33 46 31 62 45 58 31
SW H ayes Center 65 36 79 44 55 32 49 256 80 30 77 43 65 31
North Platte 66- 39 79 44 54 32 49 26 60 33 75 43 57 27

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR 'WEEK ENDING APRIL 18 , 1949

Bastern Division Eastern Div,, Cont'd, Central Division Western Division
Albion .94 Hastings «97 B roken Bow 417 Alliance 21
Auburn +68 Lincoln « 65 Burwell - Chadron .28
Beatrice +94 W orfolk e 54 Cambridge +086 Culbertson T
Columbus » 78 Qekdale «97 Holdrege 61 Hayes Center .06
Fairbury «56 Omaha #34 North Loup .82 Kimball -
Fairmont «40 Red Cloud «B65 North Platte ,16 Scottsbluff L,17
Falls City ,L90 St. Paul 1,05 O Neill o 77 Sidney 04
Fremont « 60 Telkamah 78 Raverma 1.09

Grand Island,94 Vakefield - Valentine .23

Hartington L99 York 1.08

Average this week 0.78 0.49 0.13
Total since April 1 1,30 1,12 0,49
Normal since April 1 1,27 1.18 1,00



