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WEATHER Temperatures avaraged near or slightly below normal during the week, with
cool weather during the first half, but warming to considerably above normal

during the latter half. Frequent showers and drizzling rains brought moderate to

heavy totals to the southern and eastern portions of the State. In the northwest

and north-central, amounts ranged from none to light. There was much eloudiness

and little evaporation. Wind movement was 1low,

CROPS Harvest of corn was slowed during the past week because of frequent showers
with only 7% of the oorn harvested. Most corn is carrying a little too much

moisture for safe cribbing and dry weather is needed to lower the moisture content

of both corn and grain sorghum, Most farmers will harvest their corn as soon as

possible because the corn horer has caused material damage to the shanks and stelks

of corn, and if these dry out completely, there will be considerable dropping of ears,

necessitating the gleaning of fields or grazing by livestock.

The official estimate of the corn yield was 29 bushels, dowm a bushel from &
month egos The present estimate is 198,766,000 bushels or about 5 million bushels
below the 1953 crop,

Winter wheat made excellent progress in the eastern and most of the southern
parts of the State but in local areas of the Panhandle, top soil has been too dry
for germination. A good general rain in the Panhandle would be of material benefit
to the crope Winter wheat should provide good grazing for livestock in the eastern
area this winter,

Harvest of soybeans was slowed during the week but will be resumed as soon as
fields are sufficiently dry to enter. Tho October 1 yield estimate of 21 bushels
will bring a crop of nearly 4 million bushels, which is more than P timos last yoar's
crop and nearly 4 times the average production. The October estimate of grain

sorghum is 6,240,000 bushels, ovor twico last yoar's erop and nanrly three times the
AvToragas

Harvest of sugar beets is under way with some excellent yields being obtained
from fields in the Panhandle. At present, there is adequate labor for the harvest.
Late potatoes in the Panhandle are being harvested and while some of the yields are
lower than expected, the quality is very good,

Fal)l seeded grasses and legumes, particularly alfalfa, have made excellent plant
development this fall and will go into the winter in very good condition., New seede
ings of alfalfa have been quite extensive throughout the State, particularly where
there has been adequate moisturs.

Pasture and range feed are adequats for current needs. In the Sandhills cute
over meadows have made excellent growth this fall and will provide more than the
usual amount of feed for cattle this winter. In the eastern part of the State,
pastures while weedy, have a good supply of fesd,

LIVESTOCK Movement of Sandhill feeder cattle to market is under way, with a fair

demand and reasonably good prices being paid the producers. Weather
conditions generally have been favorable for fall farrowings of sows and the average
size of litters is expected to be higher than last year,
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Fastern Division
Crand Island 0,85

Lincoln 1,06
I'orfollk 0.98
Omaha 1.82
Siocux City 1.02

Contral Division

Burwell 0.65
Lexington 1.36
Forth Plattc 0.65
Valentine 0.03

TTestern Division

Chedron 0.1L
Imperial lelk
Scottsbluff 0

Sidnoy 0.1k



