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WEATHER

Good amounts of rain were reported

_across the State ranging from a half inch

:to two inches. The wettest area was over

_'th_ northeast. Temperatures over the

,northern section were near normal and two

to four degrees above normal over the

south.
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GENERAL

Rainfall fell over most of Nebraska

during the week. This slowed the progress

of winter wheat harvest in the west but

brought welcome relief to dryland crops

stressed by the extended hot, dry condi-

tions. Driest conditions in Nebraska

continued to exist in the southeast.

Light precipitation accumulations left

southeastern counties showing both short

topsoil and subsoil supplies. However, in

many other areas, topsoil moisture levels

held steady, or improved during the week.

Corn pollination was at its peak by week's

end with pod-setting of soybeans and

sorghum heading underway'. The number of

days considered suitable for fieldwork

were 5.5.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 44%

short, 54% adequate and 2% surplus. Sub -

soil supplies were 48% short, 50% adequate

and 2% surplus. A year ago, topsoil mois-

ture was 63% short, 30% adequate and 7%

surplus. Subsoil supplies were 20% short,

78% adequate and 2% surplus. _
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CROPS (Cont.)

humidity prevented harvest from moving

into full swing in a number of Panhandle

counties.

Corn condition rated 4% poor, 27%

fair, 62% good add 7% excellent. This was

up from last week due in part to a much

improved rating given for the northeast

and south central offsetting poorer south-

eastern conditions. Fifty percent of the

crop was silking, with 40% last year and

80% normal. Only scattered fields had

entered the dough stage, same as last year

but behind the 15% normal. Producers

continued to watch closely for the emer-

gence of the second brood of European corn

borer.

So_bean crop conditions rated 29%

fair, 70% good and 1% excellent. Blooming

was occurring on 85% of the acreage which

compares to 45% last year and 75% normal.

Thirty percent was podding, well ahead of

only 7% last year while 40% is normal.

Sorghum conditions rated 5% poor, 57%

fair, 29% good and 9% excellent. The

lower rating resulted from the extended

dry conditions in the southeast. Heading

had occurred on 15% of the acreage com-

pared to 3% last year and 50% normal.

The second cutting of alfalfa was 85%

harvested, same as last year and 3ust

behind 90% normal.

CROPS -

Winter wheat harvest moved slowly to

80% complete compared to 90% cut last year

and 97% normal. Rain coupled with high

LIVESTOCK

The high seasonal temperatures and

humidity continued to stress livestock;

however, the moderating temperatures as

compared to the previous week were wel-

come. Pasture and range feed supplies

were mostly adequate with the exception of

the southeast and parts of east central

Nebraska.

Precipitation, April 1 - July 29, 1983

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ........... .70 1.50 1.60 2.00 .70 i.i0 .70 .30

Total since April i ....... ii.i0 15.50 16.30 13.20 13.90 10.60 12.10 14.00

Normal since April 1 ...... 10.66 11.98 13.97 13.20 14.87 11.22 13.44 15.68
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