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CROPS (Cont.)

Temperatures were two degrees above

normal in the Panhandle, two degrees below

normal over the north, and near normal

over the south. Precipitation was less

than a tenth of an inch over the west,

near a half inch over the north, and

around an inch over the south central and

southeast.

GENERAL

Harvest activities began on a limited

basis last week as fall harvested row

crops continued their rapid dry down.

This was ahead of last year and the

five-year average but near the drought-

damaged 1980 season. Winter wheat seeding

had passed the half-way mark with

Panhandle counties over 75% complete. Dry

bean harvesting was also in full swing in

western areas with combining to continue

over the next three to four weeks. The

number of days suitable for fieldwork were

6.0.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 74%

short and 26% adequate. Subsoil supplies

were 81% short and 19% adequate. A year

ago, topsoil moisture was 6% short, 60%

adequate and 34% surplus. Subsoil

supplies were 10% short, 79% adequate and

11% surplus.

CROPS

Corn crop conditions, combining

irrigated and dryland acreage, rated 10%

poor, 35% fair, 54% good and 1% excellent.

Virtually all the crop had dented, well

ahead of 60% last year and a five-year

average of 85%_ Over one-third, or 40%,

of the crop was considered mature compared

to only 5% a year ago and 30% average.

Two percent of the crop had been harvested

for grain, with no harvesting complete at

this time last year and average. Corn

borer damage coupled with stalk rot in

some areas were causing widespread concern

over possibly large field losses.

Soybean crop conditions rated 23%

poor, 70% fair and 7% good. Eighty-five

percent was turning color, ahead of 35%

coloring last year and 70% average. Forty

percent of the acreage was shedding

leaves, also ahead of 5% last year and 30%

average. Harvesting was complete on 1% of

the acreage with comparisons of 0% last

year and average.

Sor@hum crop conditions were 18%

poor, 62% fair and 20% good. Ninety-three

percent was turning color with 50%

coloring last year and 80% average.

Twenty-five percent of the crop was ripe,

well ahead of 1% mature last year but

equal to 25% average. Harvesting was

complete on 4% of the acreage with none

cut last year and average.

Winter wheat seeding was 55%

complete. A year ago, only 30% of the

crop was in the ground but 55% is average.

LIVESTOCK

Cooler temperatures brought relief to

livestock stressed over many weeks of

above-normal temperatures. Supplemental

feeding continued in many eastern

counties. In those areas, producers were

looking toward lower temperatures and fall

rains to stimulate cool season grasses and

relieve the heavy pressure on hay

supplies.

Precipitation, April 1 - September 16, 1983

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ............ 00 .50 .60 .70 .50 .00 .60 1.20

Total since April 1 ....... 13.30 18.40 18.20 15.70 16.20 11.60 14.30 18.00

Normal since April 1 ...... 13.14 15.77 18.74 17.40 20.46 14.64 17.86 21.98
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