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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged ten degrees

above normal for the week. Precipitation

in the form of snow fell over the western

portion of Nebraska averaging less than a

tenth of an inch of moisture with only
traces in the east.

GENERAL

Snow cover across Nebraska has been

virtually nonexistent throughout December.

The unseasonably warm, dry weather condi-

tions allowed farmers to wrap-up final

harvest activities in all areas. Shop

work and general farm chores were the main

activities along with machinery repair and

attending meetings. Moving grain to the

elevator and marketing livestock were also

active across the State.

WINTER WHEAT

Winter wheat condition rated 15%

fair, 75% good and 10% excellent despite

the lack of adequate snow cover. Crop

condition has remained nearly constant

since early December. Concern about the

lack of snow and the potential for winter

kill was lightened by the warmer than

normal December temperatures. No severely

cold temperatures were reported during the

month. Russian aphid populations continue

to be monitored in the Panhandle, no
problem yet.

LIVESTOCK

The mild weather conditions have

allowed for extended grazing on crop

residues and limited the demand for hay

and silage feeding. Range and pasture

condition rated 3% below average, 58%

average and 39% above average. Feed

grain, hay and forage supplies were mostly

above average in all areas. Winter losses

have been minimal so far. :
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