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The week was warm and mild. Temperatures

averaged four to eight degrees above normals. Only light

precipitation occurred during the week with amounts
averaging around two-tenths of an inch.

GENERAL

The main activities of Nebraska farmers and

ranchers this past week included livestock care and
fieldwork. Rains slowed much fleldwork, but when
conditions were favorable, field activities of seedbed

preparation and planting were quite active_ Warm
temperatures over the weekend will aid corn, sugar beet,

and pasture development.
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the delayed germination and emergence of early planted

corn due to cooler weather. Very warm weather over the

weekend should aid crop developmenL
Sugar beet producers are looking for warmer

temperatures to ensure good germination of their planted
acreage. Reports indicate only a limited amount of

replanting will be necessary from the recent freezing
temperatures.

Alfalfa producers indicate the presence of clover
leaf and alfalfa weevils in a few locations. Condition of the

crop was ratedat 1% very poor, 4% poor, 37% fair, 52%
good, and 6% e_cellent. Wild hay condition was ral_d at

1% very poor, 12% poor, 28% fair, 54% good, and 5%
e_eeHent.

Soil moisture conditions improved slightly during

the week as scattered rains and cooler weather prevailed.

Winter wheat condition was rated at 14% poor,

42% fair, 39% good, and 5% _eeilent. Some fields have
reportedly not responded as well to the recent moisture and

continue to exhibit a deteriorating condition. Weed control
measdres continue where needed.

Corn planting got into full swing this past week.

Producers were in the fields at every opportunity allowed
by feld conditions. Statewide, 50% of the acreage has been

planted. This compares with 81% last year and 75% for
the 5-year average. Some concern has been raised about

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition improved to 80% of
normal, in the good to excellent category. Cool, cloudy
conditions continue to hinder pasture regrowth. Producers

in greater numbers were moving cattle to summer pastures
last week. With the improved pasture conditions, less and

less supplemental feeding was required. Scours continue to
trouble calves.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DtsTRICTS STATE LAST LAST AVER-
AsOF Yl 1991 .c I I c I Ec I sw I sc sE wEEK ^oE
%wheat jointed 48 61 42 66 58 79 80 85 67 40 93 79
% wheat he_ded 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 7

% corn planted 83 37 29 51 50 35 74 78 50 30 81 75
% corn emerged 4 1 2 4 3 3 7 14 4 0 15 23
% sorghumplanted 0 0 5 l 3 1 4 $ 4 0 4 10

% soybeans planted 0 0 0 3 6 3 4 7 4 0 9 12'
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

AS OF MAY 10, 1991

Days suitable 5.6 5.3 25 3.4 2.9 3.4 3.2 2.9 3.6 3.7 4.0

Toptoil momure - Short 60 6 0 0 0 0 8 0 9 10 3

(Percent) . Adequate 40 88 69 100 70 85 92 100 78 74 90

- Surplus 0 6 31 0 30 15 0 0 13 16 7

Seb_otl moisture - Short 67 47 35 30 26 85 69 39 47 52 85

(Percent) - Adequate 33 53 65 70 74 15 31 61 53 46 15

- Seq)lus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
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