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Agricultural Summary: For the week ending  

July 3, 2011, sunshine and warm temperatures gave a boost 

to growing crops and allowed wheat harvest to begin in 

parts of the south and east, according to USDA’s National 

Agricultural Statistics Service, Nebraska Field Office.  

Crop spraying was active and baling hay continues across 

the state.  Producers in some South Central counties were 

irrigating crops due to dry conditions.   

 

Weather Summary:  Temperatures averaged 1 degree 

below normal.  Highs reached triple digits across the state 

and lows were recorded in the 40’s and 50’s.  All districts 

received rain.  Largest accumulations were recorded in the 

Northeast and Southeast Districts and smallest in portions 

of the Southwest.   
 

Soil Moisture and Days Suitable: 

Nebraska, Week Ending July 3, 2011  
 

 
This 

Week 

 
Last    

Week  

 
Last 

Year 

 
Aver- 

age 

 Percent 

Topsoil     

   Very Short           1 0 0 10 

   Short  9 5 5 20 

   Adequate 85 83 84 65 

   Surplus  5 12 11 5 

Subsoil     

   Very Short 1 0  0 11 

   Short 10 8 4 18 

   Adequate 83 83 88 67 

   Surplus   6 9 8 4 

Days Suitable 5.6 4.1 5.7 6.0 

 

 

Field Crops Report: Corn condition rated 1 percent 

very poor, 2 poor, 12 fair, 60 good, and 25 excellent, near 

83 good to excellent last year but above 77 average.   
 

Soybean condition rated 1 percent very poor, 2 poor,  

15 fair, 63 good, and 19 excellent, above 75 last year and 

74 average.  Soybeans blooming were at 10 percent, behind 

15 last year and 16 average.  

 

Wheat conditions rated 1 percent very poor, 11 poor,  

25 fair, 52 good, and 11 excellent, below last year’s  

70 percent good to excellent.  Wheat turning color was  

84 percent, behind 87 last year and 92 average.  Wheat ripe 

was 19 percent, behind 26 last year and one week behind 

43 average.  Wheat harvest was just underway in 

Southeastern counties while the likely start of harvest in the 

southern Panhandle is not expected until mid July. 

 

Sorghum conditions rated 0 percent very poor, 1 poor,  

16 fair, 74 good, and 9 excellent, above 78 last year and  

71 average.   

Oats condition rated 1 percent very poor, 2 poor, 12 fair,  

79 good, and 6 excellent, below last year’s 87 percent good 

to excellent but above 71 average.  Oats headed was  

94 percent, near 95 last year and average.   

 

Dry Beans condition rated 1 percent very poor, 9 poor,  

24 fair, 57 good, and 9 excellent.   

 

Proso Millet planted was 98 percent complete, ahead of  

94 last year and 90 average. 

 

Alfalfa rated 0 percent very poor, 2 poor, 13 fair, 73 good, 

and 12 excellent, near 83 last year but above 67 average.  

First cutting of alfalfa was 95 percent complete, behind  

98 last year and average.  Second cutting of alfalfa was  

18 percent complete, behind 31 last year and 32 average. 

 

Wild hay conditions rated 0 percent very poor,  

1 poor, 24 fair, 64 good, and 11 excellent, below 

89 percent good to excellent last year.  Wild Hay harvested 

was 30 percent complete, near 32 last year. 

 
Crop Progress: Nebraska, Week Ending July 3, 2011 

 
Crop 

 
This 

Week 

 
Last 

Week 

 
Last 

Year 

 
Aver- 

Age 

 Percent 

Alfalfa 1st Cutting 95 92 98 98 

Alfalfa 2nd Cutting 18 6 31 32 

Oats Headed 94 77 95 95 

Proso Millet Planted 98 80 94 90 

Soybeans Blooming 10  15 16 

Wheat Turning Color 84 50 87 92 

Wheat Ripe 19 7 26 43 

Wheat Harvested 2  11 19 

Wild Hay Harvested 30 21 32  

 
Crop Condition: Nebraska, Week Ending July 3, 2011 

Crop Very 

Poor 
Poor Fair Good Excel- 

Lent 
 Percent 

Alfalfa 0 2 13 73 12 

Corn 1 2 12 60 25 

Dry Beans 1 9 24 57 9 

Oats 1 2 12 79 6  

Sorghum 0 1 16 74 9 

Soybeans 1 2 15 63 19 

Wheat 1 11 25 52 11 

Wild Hay 0 1 24 64 11 

 

Livestock, Pasture and Range Report:  Pasture and 

range conditions rated 0 percent very poor, 2 poor, 17 fair, 

65 good, and 16 excellent, below last year’s 90 good to 

excellent but above 67 average. 
 
This release is based on data from FSA county directors, county 
extension educators, NOAA, and the High Plains Regional Climate 
Center. County comments and reports can be found at: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Nebraska/Publications/
Crop_Progress_&_Condition/NEcurrent.asp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

NEBRASKA WHEAT TURNING COLOR
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NEBRASKA WHEAT RIPE
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Precipitation in Inches for Week Ending 8:00 a.m. July 3, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Precipitation: By District, Nebraska, June 27 – July 3, 2011 

Item NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE 

Total past week       0.58      0.73            1.06            0.84           0.91            0.46         0.39           1.10    

Total since April 1      11.57        12.17         13.78 14.74       14.48        12.19         12.29         11.46      

Normal since April 1       7.91            9.29       10.99          10.54          11.35           9.00        10.38          11.51      

Total as % of normal      147%      131%         125%          139%         127%         136%        118%          99%      

 

 
Temperature and Growing Degree Days: By Location, Nebraska, 

Week Ending Sunday, July 3, 2011 

Station 

Temperature 
Growing Degree Days 

Since April 15 

Extremes 
Average Departure 

Last 

Week 
Current Normal 

High Low 

NW Alliance 100 48 71 -1 620 755 1027 

 Scottsbluff 99 50 73 +1 700 845 1020 

 Sidney 97 49 71 -2 655 789 1079 

NC Ainsworth 96 51 71 -3 745 884 1142 

 Arthur 93 48 70 -4 680 813 1120 

 O'Neill 92 51 72 -3 767 914 1164 

NE Concord 96 52 73 -3 826 975 1219 

 Elgin 94 50 72 -3 824 972 1189 

 West Point 96 52 74 -2 912 1069 1258 

C Grand Island 97 51 74 -1 939 1093 1170 

 Lexington 100 51 73 -1 854 1002 1150 

 Ord 94 48 71 -3 829 971 1164 
EC Central City 98 48 73 -1 947 1100 1192 

 Lincoln      100 53 77 +1 1075 1249 1297 

 Mead 99 52 76 -1 1018 1182 1297 

SW Champion     99 51 74 0 822 970 1128 

 Dickens 94 52 72 -2 760 905 1135 

 McCook 99 51 74 +1 941 1093 1144 

SC Minden 99 52 74 0 953 1108 1157 

 Red Cloud 105 53 77 +3 1030 1202 1182 

 Smithfield 101 53 73 -1 849 1000 1152 

SE Beatrice 100 53 76 -1 1061 1228 1297 

 Clay Center 101 50 75 0 979 1136 1182 

 Nemaha 100 60 81 +4 1235 1428 1299 

Source:  High Plains Regional Climate Center and Nebraska State Climate Office 

 

       


