
  

USDA/NASS South Carolina Field Office - USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
 
 
 
 

Cooperating with Clemson University 
1835 Assembly St., Suite 1008 · Columbia, SC 29201 

(800) 424-9406 · FAX (803) 765-5310 · www.nass.usda.gov/sc 
 
Issue: SC-CW004108 
Released: October 14, 2008 , after 4 pm 
Week Ending: October 12, 2008 
Cooperating Agencies: 

Clemson University 
SC State Climatology Office 
Farm Service Agency 

  
 

GENERAL 
 
Most of South Carolina received over an inch of rain during the past week, including the very dry Upstate.  A large section of the state 
had two or more inches of precipitation.  Fieldwork came to a stop, or at least slowed down during the wet conditions.  The state’s soil 
moisture rating was 4% very short, 22% short, 59% adequate, and 15% surplus.  There was an average of 5.1 days that was suitable 
for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
CORN harvest was nearly complete, and should finish once fields dry out this week.  The statewide yield average is only 52 bushels 
per acre, the lowest in the nation.  The wet weather slowed COTTON defoliation and harvest, and there was some concern that the 
several days of moisture could cause grade deterioration.  The forecast of warmth and sunshine for the next several days should help 
alleviate that situation.  Expected yield at 795 pounds per acre is much better than last year.  Conditions were 5% very poor, 14% 
poor, 49% fair, 28% good, and 4% excellent.  Current weather conditions should help PEANUTS that are turned on top of the ground 
dry out.  The crop conditions were 3% poor, 30% fair, 56% good, and 11% excellent.  Most of this year’s SORGHUM crop has been 
harvested, but was still behind average for this time of the season.  Conditions were reported at 15% very poor, 38% poor, 21% fair, 
and 26% good.  Many SOYBEANS were still turning color.  Maturation was behind the five-year average.  South Carolina’s crop is 
forecasted to yield 28 bushels per acre.  Conditions were 11% very poor, 18% poor, 31% fair, 34% good, and 6% excellent.  
Conditions for SWEET POTATOES were 5% very poor, 25% poor, 30% fair, and 40% good.  TOBACCO stalks were nearly all 
disked.  The yield estimate for the 2008 crop stands at 2,100 pounds per acre. 
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions improved somewhat from the rains.  Likewise, PASTURE conditions were also better.  Conditions were 
4% very poor, 19% poor, 45% fair, 32% good, and 1% excellent.  APPLES remained in mostly fair condition, and were over two-
thirds harvested.  WINTER GRAZINGS were rated in mostly fair condition. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending October 12, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Corn, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Sorghum, Turned Color 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 

70 
99 
89 
13 
15 

1 
44 
99 
86 
58 

71 
100 
96 
31 

2 
0 

45 
100 
92 
76

78 
99 
86 
21 
15 

7 
45 

100 
91 
69

Soybeans, Turned Color 
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Soybeans, Mature 
Soybeans, Harvested 
Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

54 
20 

8 
2 

45 
97 
49 
15 

8 
1 

64 
29 

9 
1 

49 
94 
31 

6 
7 
1

63 
27 
13 

3 
45 
94 
46 
16 
19 

7
 
 

Condition for Week Ending October 12, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples 
Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 
Peanuts 

0 
5 
0 
4 
0 

5 
14 
10 
19 

3 

60 
49 
48 
44 
30 

35 
28 
38 
32 
56

0 
4 
4 
1 

11

Sorghum 
Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Winter Grazings 

15 
11 

5 
0 

 

38 
18 
25 

0 
  

21 
31 
30 
67 

  

26 
34 
40 
33 

 

0 
6 
0 
0 
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending October 12, 2008 
 
Cool mornings and warm sunny afternoons were observed on both Monday and Tuesday. An upper level, low pressure 
feature dropped southeastward early Wednesday with showers Upstate becoming stormy along the Savannah River 
corridor and with embedded heavy rains during much of the day.  Greenwood County reported damage from high winds.  
Thursday brought a second day of thunderstorms that were concentrated over the Lowcountry.  An unofficial wind gust of 
76 mph was measured near Yemassee at 2:40 p.m.  Beginning Friday and through the weekend, periods of blowing rain 
fell over the coast and inland to parts of central South Carolina. Georgetown AP received a three-day total of 3.84 inches, 
Edisto Beach received 3.31 inches.  Counties within the Piedmont and westward to the mountains reported partly sunny, 
mild weather through Sunday. The state average temperature for the period was three degrees above normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 87 degrees at Orangeburg on October 6.  The lowest official 
temperature reported was 46 degrees at Lake Bowen on the morning of October 7.  The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall 
reported was 3.86 inches at Fountain Inn ending at 7:00 a.m. on October 9. The state average rainfall for the period was 
2.3 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 72 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 76 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

1.99 
1.32 
3.64 
1.01 
2.25 
0.79 
0.66 
3.97 
5.37

31.02 
33.98 
34.16 
35.76 
30.74 
43.36 
41.29 
37.57 
37.13

-9.3 
-6.3 
-6.1 
1.0 

-6.1 
6.4 
3.7 

-6.4 
-5.5 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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