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Warmer & Drier Weather Needed 
 

Data tables reflect the week ending: April 21, 2013 

 
CROP PROGRESS  

 This Last  5-Yr 

Crop Week Week 2012 Avg. 

 Percent 

Corn Planted 51 31 85 73 

Cotton Planted 9 2 9 5 

Soybeans Planted 1 0 6 3 

Winter Wheat Headed 25 18 87 38 

N/A =Not Available     

  
  
CROP/LIVESTOCK CONDITION  

 Very     

Crop Poor Poor Fair Good Exc. 

 Percent 

Corn 0 0 37 60 3 

Cotton 0 0 24 76 0 

Soybeans 0 0 42 58 0 

Winter Wheat 0 2 21 66 11 

Livestock 0 3 17 69 11 

Pasture & Range 1 6 33 52 8 

  

TOP SOIL MOISTURE 

 Days 
Suitable 

Very 
Short 

Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent 

District 10 5.3 0 2 92 6 

District 20 2.7 0 0 34 66 

District 30 4.3 0 0 56 44 

District 40 4.7 0 0 43 57 

District 50 4.3 0 0 73 27 

District 60 4.6 0 5 77 18 

State:  Current Week 4.3 0 1 66 33 
State:  Previous 
Week 

4.7 1 3 68 28 

 

EXTENSION/FSA COMMENTS:  
General:  The week’s average mean temperatures ranged from 

60.6 F in Crossville, to 68.0 F in Geneva; total precipitation 
ranged from 0.33 inches in Clayton, to 1.70 inches in Haleyville. 
Shane Seay, FSA CED, reported rainy conditions continue to 
hamper planting efforts in Limestone County. Carol Gay, FSA 
CED, said Randolph and Clay County received 1.5 and 1.8 
inches of rains this past week, respectively. Greg Key, FSA CED, 
confirmed most locations in Etowah and St. Clair County 
received approximately 1.5 inches of rainfall this week, and 

ground temperatures were cooler than normal. Charles Simon, 
ACES CEC, stated Covington County received adequate rains. 
Jeffrey Smith, FSA CED, said temperatures this week regulated 
slighted to more seasonable levels throughout Coosa, Elmore, 
and Tallapoosa Counties.  
 
Corn/Cotton/Peanut/Soybeans: William Rogers, FSA PT, 

confirmed corn was still being planted in Lawrence County, and 
the crop was in fair to good condition. Corn planting was behind 
schedule, reported Key. Don Moore, Director of the AL 
Experiment Station, reported most cotton producers in Autauga 
County were waiting for warmer and drier weather before putting 
valuable seed into the ground. Jim Todd, ACES CEC, confirmed 
peanut planting should start by the end of next week in Mobile 
County. Smith confirmed corn planting was continuing around 
wet fields. Burn-down and field preparations for cotton planting 
was in full swing, stated Smith. Marie Headley, FSA CED, 
confirmed more rains were expected this week, which will delay 
ground preparations for spring seeded crops in Bibb and Perry 
County. James Jones, Jr., ACES CEC, reported corn planting 
was complete in Henry County, and some producers have 
started planting cotton. Willie Durr, ACES CEC, reported cooler 
night temperatures have slowed germination and growth for both 
vegetable and row crop producers in Houston County. 
 
Pasture/Hay/Livestock: Rogers stated wheat conditions were 

very good; cattle and pastures were improving due to warmer 
weather. Henry Dorough, ACES REA, said pastures were 
showing growth due to warmer weather and plenty of moisture 
early in the week throughout Blount, Calhoun, Jefferson, Marshall 
and St. Clair Counties. However, cool weather towards the end of 
the week threatened some new growth as temperatures dropped 
into the mid 30’s Friday and Saturday night. Most livestock 
producers have stopped feeding hay as forages met grazing 
needs in most cases, reported Dorough. According to Carol Gay, 
a producer reported by this time last year he baled 200 bales of 
haylage, but he has not baled any this year due to extended cold 
temperatures. Cattle sales remained good, stated Carol Gay. 
Jack Tatum, ACES REA, confirmed pastures were really 
improving throughout Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Lee, Randolph, 
Shelby, Talladega and Tallapoosa Counties. Key said wheat 
pastures were in good condition at this time. Todd said wheat 
harvest was about three to four weeks away. Brenda Glover, 
ACES REA, said Greene, Hale, Marengo, Perry and Sumter 
Counties received over an inch of rainfall, which helped pastures 
green-up and grow. Additionally, Glover reported warmer 
temperatures were needed for grass to do well consistently, and 
cattle were in good condition. Headley stated the wheat crop 
looked good, and grazing was good for this time of year.  Jones, 
Jr. said recent rainfall helped small grains and pastures, and 
weeds were causing problems in hayfields and pastures. 
Pastures were slowly growing, stated Durr. 
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Southeastern U.S. Precipitation & Average Temperature 
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/ 

 

                    
 
 

 

U.S. Drought Monitor, April 16, 2013 

National Weather Service 

http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm 
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