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WEATHER 

 
Dry conditions were observed Statewide through the middle of the week, under the 
influence of high pressure.  Temperatures were well above normal at most interior 
locations with abundant sunshine.  Temperatures began to trend downward around the 
middle portion of the week, as high pressure developed off northern California.  
Scattered showers began to affect the North Coast, and northern mountain areas, with 
the first passing weather system around November the 5th.  Subsequent weather 

systems continued to affect the far north though the end of the week, with some far north coastal areas receiving over an 
inch of rain.  Southern California remained dry through the entire week, except for some spotty coastal drizzle.  
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Rice harvest neared completion, with good yields being reported.  Harvested rice straw was being incorporated through 
burning, chopping, disking, baling, and flooding.  Ground preparation for winter wheat, oats, and barley continued.  Corn 
harvest for grain and silage continued.  Harvest was slow in corn fields that were affected by the October 13th storm.  
Sunflower harvest continued in Sutter County.  Alfalfa continued to be cut and baled, though growth slowed down.  Milo 
harvest was completed in Fresno County.  Cotton harvest continued; harvested fields were being shredded and disked.  
Dry bean harvest continued, with some fields being baled for straw.  Field work continued in preparation for 2010 row 
crops. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 
The wine grape harvest along the Central Coast neared completion as minor picking of table grapes continued in the 
Central Valley.  Wonderful pomegranates and Satsuma mandarins continued to be picked in the San Joaquin Valley.  
The kiwi harvest wound down as the season approached its end.  The navel orange harvest continued to pick up in the 
Central Valley.  The lemon harvest continued in the desert region.  Normal spraying and maintenance continued in 
orchards, which included early tree pruning and pre-emergent spray applications. 
 

NUT CROPS 
 
A small amount of almond hulling and stockpile fumigations occurred as the season neared completion.  The walnut, 
pecan, and pistachio harvests continued to wind down in the Central Valley.  Pruning and maintenance of harvested 
orchards continued, including some applications of zinc sulfate in almond orchards. 
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 

The head lettuce harvest was almost complete in Monterey County.  However, leaf lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower and 
celery were still being harvested.  The harvest of late cucurbits in Colusa County was almost finished.  In Imperial 
County, the first Spring Mix salad product was delivered to the cooler with more production to follow.  A short sweet corn 
harvest was expected in a few weeks. San Joaquin’s tomato harvest was mostly complete with strong product demand.  
There were a few remaining fresh market tomato fields left in Stanislaus County.  Tulare County’s fall pole cucumbers 
continued to be picked, but harvest operations were winding down.  Broccoli, cauliflower and spinach were progressing 
well.  Merced County’s basil harvest was completed, but the fresh market tomato and radicchio harvests continued.  
Cilantro, eggplant, green beans, snow and sugar peas were being picked in Fresno County.  Summer vegetables and 
melons, such as cucumbers, long beans, peppers, bitter melon, radishes, squash and tomatoes continued to be 
picked and packed.  The bell pepper harvest continued while carrots, garlic, processing tomatoes, cantaloupe, 
honeydew and watermelon were winding down.  The onion harvest was completed.  The fall lettuce harvest was in full 
swing on the Westside.  Winter vegetables such as beets, choys, chards, daikon, kales and turnips were improving in 
quality and quantity.  Bed preparation for garlic, lettuce and onions was completed, and some garlic had already been 
planted.  Growers were cultivating and weeding.  Some were treating their broccoli fields prior to planting and others had 
already begun harvest.  Tomato drip tape was removed for recycling, and ground preparation began as new drip tape was 
being put up for next year.   
 

LIVESTOCK 
 
Rangeland and dry-land pasture continued to improve and greening was reported in some locations. The relatively dry 
condition of winter grasses remained a challenge to livestock producers.  Supplemental feeding of cattle on low elevation 
range and dry pasture continued.  Milk production was up due to favorable temperatures.  Sheep grazed alfalfa and 
vegetable fields in central areas.  Movement of sheep and lambs onto winter pasture continued.  Both in-State and out-of-
State honeybees were moved to winter locations in preparation for spring pollination.   
 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 

 



 
CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 11/8/09 

STATIONS 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE DAYS 

AT 60ºF BASE 
PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
11/8/09 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
11/8/09 

January 1 - 
11/8/09 

Week 
Ending 
11/8/09 

July 1 - 
11/8/09 

July 1 - 
11/8/09 

July 1 - June 
30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Inches - - 

NORTH COAST            

Eureka           54 1 65 40 14 0 0.63 2.69 5.18 37.53

Ukiah            57 2 82 37 1,685 1,454 0.12 3.04 4.20 37.96

Santa Rosa       58 1 84 39 1,222 923 0.32 3.82 3.47 30.30

CENTRAL COAST            

San Francisco AP 62 4 80 49 699 443 0.01 2.30 1.92 19.70

San Jose         -- -- -- -- 1,463 1,334 -- -- 1.60 14.42

Salinas AP       61 3 86 42 578 432 0.03 2.20 1.35 12.44

Monterey FAA     60 3 81 48 308 145 0.00 3.36 2.60 18.72

King City        60 4 89 38 1,476 1,043 0.00 2.46 1.08 11.44

Paso Robles AP   57 2 84 33 1,818 1,552 0.00 1.89 1.21 13.95

SACRAMENTO VALLEY            

Redding          56 0 82 36 2,897 2,504 0.08 1.22 3.79 33.30

Red Bluff FSS    59 2 83 41 2,954 2,610 0.01 2.32 3.15 22.29

Chico AFS        60 4 81 37 2,505 2,043 0.00 1.86 2.78 26.32

Marysville       59 2 79 37 2,444 2,442 0.00 2.15 2.33 21.04

Sacramento AP    58 1 79 39 2,172 1,932 0.00 3.38 1.80 17.52

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY            

Stockton WSO     59 2 78 44 2,262 2,214 0.00 2.92 1.64 13.95

Fresno           61 4 85 44 3,282 2,792 0.00 1.40 1.15 10.60

Bakersfield      62 3 86 48 3,598 3,128 0.00 0.09 0.69 5.72

SOUTH COAST            

Santa Maria AP   60 3 84 44 545 410 0.00 1.59 1.12 12.36

Santa Barbara    58 -1 76 45 810 736 0.02 3.72 1.58 16.25

Ventura          57 0 74 44 680 0 0.00 1.69 1.18 14.38

Los Angeles      65 0 84 54 2,487 2,397 0.00 2.07 1.03 14.77

Riverside        -- -- -- -- 2,946 2,376 0.00 0.00 0.88 9.58

San Diego AP     63 -1 74 51 1,804 1,774 0.00 0.00 0.98 9.90

SOUTHEAST INTERIOR            

Bishop           52 4 79 29 1,866 1,552 0.00 2.02 0.88 5.37

Lancaster        58 4 84 34 2,829 2,343 0.00 0.02 0.89 6.92

Daggett AP       64 4 84 45 4,180 3,937 0.00 0.05 1.34 3.93

Thermal AP       67 2 92 44 5,152 4,853 0.00 0.10 1.18 3.16

Blythe           71 5 93 50 5,755 5,359 0.00 0.12 1.77 3.60

Imperial         71 4 94 51 5,530 5,110 0.00 0.00 1.12 2.75

CASCADE - SIERRA            

Alturas          44 4 73 17 570 296 0.05 1.66 2.41 12.01

Mt. Shasta       47 4 74 26 935 446 0.60 6.08 5.21 37.02

Blue Canyon      53 7 70 40 1,256 574 0.28 5.30 8.91 67.04

Yosemite         -- -- -- -- 1,503 1,090 0.00 0.01 5.10 37.05

Normal is defined as average over the 30-year period 1961 through 1990.  Dashes (- -) in Average Week Ending and Departure from Normal columns 
mean less than five days reporting, while in High and Low columns mean no days reporting. 

Weekly summary provided by the Western Regional Climate Center with data reported by the National Weather Service.  When data are quality 
controlled by the National Climatic Data Center, the accumulated growing degree day and precipitation values are updated. 

 


