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WEATHER 
 

The extended period of dry and unseasonably warm weather for California 
continued through Monday of this week as the high pressure ridge which had 
been over California began to weaken and move east.  In its wake, a Pacific 
cold front moved into Northern California Tuesday afternoon and evening, 

spreading rain from the northwest coast across interior Northern California.  Light to moderate rain continued 
into midweek and in the cool, unstable atmosphere over Northern California, widespread thunderstorm 
activity developed which resulted in localized areas of heavy rain, small hail and even a few tornadoes 
across the Central Valley.  By Thursday, weak high pressure developed which brought some clearing, 
although there were numerous showers scattered across much of the State.  The ridging continued on 
Friday, but was beginning to shift eastward, allowing another Pacific storm system to bring showers to the 
northern coastal region.  This storm system moved across Northern California on Saturday, bringing another 
round of rain and mountain snow to the northern half of the State.  Southern California remained relatively 
dry and warm however, as high pressure retained its influence over that part of the State.  On Sunday, 
Californian skies were clearing in the wake of the storm which had by then moved eastward, out of the 
State.  
 

FIELD CROPS 
 

Alfalfa was cut and baled throughout the State. Aphids appear under control.  Wheat fields in the 
Sacramento Valley developed nicely due to recent rains.  Over one-third of the State’s crop was headed by 
week’s end. Dry land grains in the Southern Central Valley showed slight improvement.  Oats continue to 
head out and some of the crop was harvested for green chop.  Cotton planting accelerated in the Central 
Valley but over three-quarters of the crop had not been planted by week’s end. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 

Grape growers applied fungicides to protect against powdery mildew.  Some early grape varieties were 
breaking bud.  Apple trees were blooming.  Buds were forming on olive trees.  Bloom on apricot, cherry, 
nectarine, peach, plum, and prune trees was decreasing as trees began to leaf out and develop fruit.  
Fruit thinning continued on early stone fruit varieties.  Blueberries continued to bloom and push new 
growth.  Navel and Valencia oranges, Murcott tangerines, grapefruit, lemons and Minneola tangelos 
harvest remain active.  Nets were placed over mandarin trees to prevent pollination from bees. 

 
NUT CROPS 

 
Early pistachio varieties began blooming.  Almond and pistachio growers applied fungicides to orchards.  
Almond trees were experiencing some nut drop.  Catkins continued to develop on walnut trees. 

 
VEGETABLE CROPS 

 
In Tulare County the winter vegetable continued harvested for Farmer’s Markets.  Cucumbers, baby spinach, 
onions, and squash are growing well.  Certified producers are preparing fields and greenhouses for summer 
vegetables.  Blueberries are putting on lush new growth and blooming.  Strawberries are progressing well. 
Tomato seedlings were planted.  In Sutter County, processing tomatoes were transplanted.  In Fresno County 
asparagus harvest was ongoing, as was the carrot harvest.  Onions have pushed out new growth.  Garlic and 
garbanzo beans grew nicely. 
 

LIVESTOCK 
 
Recent rains helped some grass emerge but supplemental feeding of cattle and sheep continues.  Some 
ranchers are reducing herds to lower supplemental feeding costs.  Bee hives have been removed from 
almond, pear, and plum orchards in the Fresno area.  
 
 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 
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RAIN DAYS

This  Year Normal Year
This   

Season
This     

Week
This   

Season
Normal 
Season

Normal    
Year

January 1 - 
3/30/14

January 1 - 
3/30/14

July 1 -     
3/30/14

Week 
Ending 
3/30/14

July 1 - 
3/30/14

July 1 - 
3/30/14

July 1 - 
June 30

- - Days / 1 - -

North Coast

Eureka WFO     53 +4 60 37 120 73 65 2.09 17.40 32.78 38.10

Ukiah          53 -1 79 38 1,757 1,479 41 2.33 15.42 35.10 38.90

Santa Rosa AG  53 -3 77 36 1,178 1,143 31 0.94 13.12 28.22 31.01

Napa State Hosp 57 +3 79 39 1,512 1,222 29 1.49 16.35 23.98 26.46

Central Coast

San Francisco A 58 +5 71 48 761 567 24 1.03 6.71 18.37 20.11

San Jose AP    58 -1 75 44 1,436 1,629 26 0.50 5.26 13.46 15.08

Salinas AP     57 +2 70 44 760 629 26 0.51 5.08 11.60 12.91

Monterey AP    57 +3 67 45 421 327 33 0.90 6.83 18.09 20.35

King City Ag   58 +2 81 42 1,418 1,316 25 0.14 3.59 11.20 12.30

Paso Robles AP 57 +3 83 39 2,078 1,692 15 0.42 4.31 12.09 13.08

Sacramento Valley

Redding        53 -2 76 36 2,975 2,524 38 1.61 16.94 28.65 33.52

Red Bluff      55 -1 78 38 3,094 2,759 32 1.25 12.71 21.07 24.07

Willow s 6W     56 +3 77 40 2,508 2,157 34 1.46 10.27 16.91 19.03

Oroville AP    57 +2 80 42 2,554 2,239 33 1.83 13.89 25.50 28.75

Marysville     56 -2 80 41 2,559 2,608 27 0.90 9.47 19.55 22.07

Sacramento AP  56 +1 80 39 2,317 2,096 30 0.97 7.76 16.12 17.93

San Joaquin Valley

Stockton       57 0 81 43 2,351 2,353 29 1.16 6.55 12.24 13.84

Modesto AP     58 0 82 44 2,751 2,520 24 0.98 5.99 11.48 13.12

Merced Macready 59 +3 83 45 2,801 2,465 21 0.62 4.29 11.02 12.50

Madera AP      58 +2 81 43 2,669 2,591 26 0.47 4.02 10.34 11.94

Fresno AP      62 +5 85 47 3,861 2,823 20 0.42 3.84 9.80 11.23

Lemoore NAS    63 +6 87 43 3,321 2,536 17 0.35 2.33 6.91 7.89

Visalia AP     60 +4 82 43 2,974 2,589 12 0.77 3.02 9.67 11.03

Bakersf ield AP 62 +4 82 46 3,786 3,236 13 0.26 1.81 5.65 6.49

Cascade Sierra

Alturas AP     40 -1 70 17 653 451 46 0.83 4.96 8.86 12.13

Mount Shasta AP 45 +3 71 30 978 510 52 1.20 12.60 33.51 39.16

Blue Canyon    39 -2 62 29 1,156 692 43 5.12 33.53 57.32 66.36

Yosemite Valley 49 +3 77 32 1,882 1,278 30 1.80 14.76 32.66 37.73

South Coast

Santa Maria AP 58 +5 73 45 995 633 23 0.28 3.46 12.67 14.01

Santa Barbara A 59 +3 71 46 1,098 1,233 16 0.00 6.02 15.96 16.93

Oxnard NWS     59 +2 72 46 1,555 1,155 14 0.00 5.70 14.58 15.62

Riverside AP   62 +3 81 47 3,508 2,951 17 0.01 1.63 9.30 10.22

Los Angeles AP 61 +3 70 53 2,113 1,971 15 0.01 4.20 12.15 13.15

San Diego AP   64 +4 71 56 2,207 2,313 24 0.03 4.53 9.68 10.77

Southeast Interior

Bishop AP      52 +4 77 24 2,083 1,770 15 0.00 2.76 4.22 5.02

Daggett AP     63 +5 81 36 4,630 3,923 15 0.00 3.02 3.71 4.17

Lancaster ATC  57 +5 76 30 3,156 2,510 14 0.00 3.70 6.64 7.40

Thermal        68 +3 90 40 5,701 5,386 10 0.00 1.70 3.31 3.53

Blythe AP      68 +4 93 46 6,179 5,578 18 0.00 2.65 3.76 4.02

Imperial CA    68 +5 94 46 6,007 5,438 12 0.00 2.12 2.79 2.96

1/   Total number of days w ith precipitation events this season.

Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations.

For more w eather information visit w w w .aw is.com or call 1-888-798-9955.
Copyright 2013: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc.
All rights reserved.

CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 3/30/14

TEMPERATURE GROWING DEGREE 
DAYS AT 60ºF BASE

STATIONS
LowHigh

Departure 
from 

Normal

Average 
Week 
Ending 
3/30/14

PRECIPITATION

Precipitation (rain or melted snow /ice) is in inches.

Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit.

- - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Inches of Precipitation - -

 
 


