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WEATHER 

 
Monday was dry with below normal temperatures.  A series of mainly weak weather 
systems brought light to moderate rain to the northern half of California Tuesday through 
Friday, with continued below normal temperatures.  High pressure built over the 
weekend with dry weather and warmer temperatures. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Cool temperatures continued to slow the growth of cotton, rice, and other small grains.  Some grain fields suffered 
damage from frost in northern California.  Pest pressure increased in cotton fields.  Rice crop tillage was finishing, 
while planting and herbicide applications continued.  The oat and wheat harvests continued.  Alfalfa, oats, and 
other forages continued to be cut, baled, or green chopped in the San Joaquin Valley.  Alfalfa cutting varied from the 
first in northern California to the third cutting in southern California.  Some hay that was down received rain.  Hay 
fields in Kern County were sprayed for yellow stripe armyworms.  Corn fields were planted and sprayed for weeds. 
Sunflower and dry bean fields continued to be planted in the Sacramento Valley.   
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 
In the San Joaquin Valley, picking of Valencia oranges continued normally as the navel orange and lemon harvest 
slowed.  Citrus groves continued to be pruned.  Olive bloom was coming to an end.  Strawberry harvest continued 
as blueberry harvested picked up speed.  In Napa, wind fans for grapes were still being used because of the cold 
weather.  Fungicide, herbicide, and fertilizer applications as well as irrigation were ongoing.  Hail damage was 
reported on pears and cling peaches in the Central Valley.  Rain damage to the cherry crop was reported in several 
areas including San Joaquin County.  Male kiwi vines were pruned. 
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Cool weather continued to delay development in almond orchards, though trees remained healthy and insect 
presence was limited.  Orchards continued to be sprayed.  Blight and herbicide applications, along with irrigation, 
were ongoing in walnut orchards.  The walnut, pistachio, and pecan blooms continued toward completion.  
Pistachios in Kern County were seeing some bug damage; growers were spraying accordingly. 
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 

Several growers in Siskiyou County were faced with the decision of whether or not to replant onions after cold, wet 
weather damaged the emerging crop.  Some melon fields in Imperial County were beginning to be harvested, but 
the watermelon harvest was still a few weeks away.  Spring planting advanced in the San Joaquin County and the 
asparagus harvest continued past its normal season.  In Tulare County, the squash harvest began and sweet 
corn emerged and was developing relatively well despite the lingering cold temperatures.  Onions and garlic in 
Fresno County were sizing up nicely.  Processing tomatoes were growing at a faster pace, but were still suffering 
from irregular growth and heavy disease pressures, causing reduced sets and requiring expensive weed controls.  
Carrots were doing well and were irrigated, fertilized and treated with fungicides.  Carrots and lettuce were still 
being harvested in Kern County.  Even with increased fungicide use this season, yellow striped armyworms were 
spotted on the processing tomato crop as well as some loopers and fruit worm.  In Merced County, fields of bell 
peppers, cantaloupe, honeydew, tomato, radicchio, parsley and watermelon continued to be planted.  Some 
processing tomato fields were sprayed for thrips, but overall the crop looked great.  The processing tomato harvest 
in King’s County was running late, with the first harvest projected in early July.  The crop appeared healthy and was 
setting quite well despite the timing setbacks.   
 

LIVESTOCK 
 
Rangeland conditions have improved with the wet cool weather of the past weeks.  The year has been projected to 
be an exceptional feed year with cattle showing good weight gains to this point.  Milk production was also doing well 
as a result of the cool weather conditions.  Some pest problems have been reported in Imperial County with a new 
scale insect coming into the county on a plant shipment from Florida.  Gophers have also been a problem in other 
areas of the State with larger than normal populations observed. 
 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 

 
  



CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 5/30/10 

STATIONS 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE 
DAYS AT 60ºF BASE 

PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
5/30/10 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
5/30/10 

January 1 - 
5/30 

Week 
Ending 
5/30/10 

July 1 - 
5/30/10 

July 1 - 
5/30 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Inches - - 

NORTH COAST             

Eureka           54 0 62 47 38 0 1.46 40.44 37.39 38.32 

Ukiah            -- -- -- -- 24 58 0.00 23.66 38.71 39.36 

Santa Rosa       57 -5 82 40 30 29 1.45 31.90 30.45 30.93 

CENTRAL COAST             

San Francisco AP 60 0 76 51 19 0 0.49 21.39 20.07 20.33 

San Jose         -- -- -- -- 44 110 0.00 16.00 14.91 15.15 

Salinas AP       58 -2 76 45 10 0 0.44 14.31 12.62 12.86 

Monterey FAA     -- -- -- -- 2 0 0.00 13.14 14.50 20.52 

King City        60 -4 87 41 58 57 0.06 13.75 12.09 12.24 

Paso Robles AP   59 -6 93 38 63 88 0.02 13.25 13.21 13.35 

SACRAMENTO VALLEY             

Redding          60 -9 87 47 104 209 0.43 30.49 34.29 35.74 

Red Bluff FSS    61 -10 87 47 114 251 0.74 24.19 23.15 23.73 

Chico AFS        59 -9 82 45 102 178 0.83 28.44 25.86 26.52 

Marysville       61 -10 86 45 99 291 1.13 19.43 21.96 22.41 

Sacramento AP    61 -7 90 43 96 171 0.48 20.68 17.63 17.96 

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY             

Stockton WSO     61 -8 90 42 105 226 0.24 15.44 13.72 13.94 

Fresno           65 -7 90 49 227 337 0.02 12.33 11.09 11.38 

Bakersfield      66 -8 90 47 256 402 0.01 7.19 6.40 6.55 

SOUTH COAST             

Santa Maria AP   59 0 84 42 22 0 0.00 15.56 14.01 14.19 

Santa Barbara    61 0 82 44 60 4 0.00 20.87 17.12 17.46 

Ventura          59 0 83 43 62 0 0.04 16.33 15.18 15.34 

Los Angeles      66 -2 84 54 458 371 0.02 16.36 15.08 15.29 

Riverside        -- -- -- -- 279 245 * * 10.56 10.73 

San Diego AP     62 -3 70 53 195 219 0.00 11.01 10.62 10.78 

SOUTHEAST INTERIOR             

Bishop           57 -9 84 32 18 69 0.04 6.83 4.83 5.04 

Lancaster        60 -9 90 39 125 191 0.00 7.64 7.75 7.86 

Daggett AP       -- -- -- -- 452 586 0.00 4.21 4.10 4.23 

Thermal AP       75 -5 102 46 756 1,008 0.00 3.75 3.57 3.61 

Blythe           -- -- -- -- 883 1,089 0.00 4.70 4.05 4.08 

Imperial         74 -7 99 48 860 1,040 0.00 3.78 2.99 3.02 

CASCADE - SIERRA             

Alturas          46 -8 72 28 0 0 0.36 8.91 11.40 12.26 

Mt. Shasta       49 -7 76 35 0 0 1.26 46.82 38.60 39.99 

Blue Canyon      44 -12 66 31 0 0 3.69 49.54 64.63 65.90 

Yosemite         -- -- 62 39 7 2 0.00 17.69 37.41 38.41 

Normal is defined as average over the 30-year period 1961 through 1990.  Dashes (- -) in Average Week Ending and Departure from Normal columns 
mean less than five days reporting, while in High and Low columns mean no days reporting. 

Asterisks (*) indicate missing data.  

Weekly summary provided by the Western Regional Climate Center with data reported by the National Weather Service.  When data are quality 
controlled by the National Climatic Data Center, the accumulated growing degree day and precipitation values are updated. 

 


