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WEATHER 

 
Last week, the weather was influenced by a deepening trough off the 
California coast.  On Monday and Tuesday, high temperatures in the 
Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Imperial Valley were at or just below 
normal.  As the trough strengthened by mid week, valley areas influenced 
by the delta cooled to the upper 80’s.  Temperatures across interior 

California remained at or below normal for the rest of the week.  Coastal locations averaged 5 to 10 degrees 
below normal throughout the period, as a thick marine layer was in place.  Isolated to scattered afternoon 
thunderstorms occurred in the Sierra Nevada and northern Coastal Range on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Cotton growth continued and plants were at various stages of bloom and setting bolls.  Corn silage continued 
to be harvested.  Other field operations in corn were spraying for mites and applying fertilizer.  Black-eyed 
bean growth continued.  Garbanzo bean harvest continued.  Early rice varieties were beginning to head out; 
herbicide and fungicide applications continued.  Alfalfa continued to be cut and baled. Barley, wheat, and 
oats continued to be harvested.  Small grains continued to be harvested for hay and silage.  Field operations 
continued with irrigation, ground preparation, and spray applications of fertilizer, herbicide, and pesticide, as 
needed. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 
The blueberry, blackberry, and strawberry harvests were completed in the San Joaquin Valley.  The plum, 
peach, and nectarine harvests were ongoing as prunes showed good color development.  Gala apples were 
picked in the San Joaquin Valley as other apple varieties developed.  Picking of Valencia oranges continued 
normally in the Central Valley and along the southern coast.  The lemon harvest along the southern coast 
began to slow down.  The fig harvest continued normally.  The early table grape harvest continued in the San 
Joaquin Valley as raisin and wine grapes continued to develop.  Cooler temperatures slowed wine grape 
development in Napa County, and a later harvest is expected as a result.  Maintenance to orchards, groves, 
and vineyards continued with the spraying of fungicides, fertilizers, insecticides, and herbicides as necessary. 
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Hull splitting continued in almond orchards across the State as growers were applying their final hull split 
sprays before harvest.  Irrigation was stopped in orchards in order to allow the ground to dry in preparation for 
tree shaking.  Tree shaking began on early varieties, and large-scale shaking is expected to begin in one to 
two weeks.  Good size development continued in walnut, pistachio, and pecan orchards, as some trees were 
propped up to support its heavy set.  White wash was also applied to walnut trees to protect against sunburn. 
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 

Farmers’ markets were at the peak of their summer vegetable season.  In Tulare County, tomatoes, eggplant, 
green beans, squash and assorted peppers were in harvest, while some areas were being prepared for early 
plantings of winter vegetables.  The onion harvest was nearly complete in Kern County, but the processing 
tomato harvest had just begun.  Carrots in Fresno County were about halfway through harvest, with good 
quality and yield reported.  Winter carrots were being planted and treated with fungicides and insecticides.  
Processing tomatoes were also about 50 percent harvested, showing good color and adequate yields to fulfill 
contracts.  Dehydrator onions were a week away from harvest.  Colusa County’s processing tomato harvest 
was in full swing, but with low yields in the early fields.  Sweet corn and onions were being harvested in San 
Joaquin County.  Vegetables were looking really good in Stanislaus County.  Cantaloupe and peppers were 
already being harvested in the western area, but tomatoes were still a couple weeks away.  The majority of 
vegetables were 2-3 weeks delayed due to late spring rains and cool summer weather conditions. 

 
LIVESTOCK 

 
Range conditions deteriorated as grasses continued to desiccate.  Irrigated pasture was reported to be in good 
condition.  Cattle were on summer range.  Some harvested fields were grazed by sheep.  Supplemental 
feeding of hay and nutrients continued as range quality declined.  Bees were in alfalfa seed fields and melon 
fields. 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 



 
CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 8/8/10 

STATIONS1 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE 
DAYS AT 60ºF BASE 

PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
8/8/10 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low 

This Season Normal Rain Days2 This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
8/8/10 

January 1 - 
8/8 

July 1 -     
8/8/10 

Week 
Ending 
8/8/10 

July 1 - 
8/8/10 

July 1 - 
8/8 

July 1 - 
June 30

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 

North_Coast             

Eureka_WFO      56 -4 62 51 5 39 4 0.03 0.07 0.24 38.10 

Ukiah           74 1 97 51 796 844 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 38.90 

Santa_Rosa_AG   63 -5 81 50 349 623 1 0.00 0.01 0.06 31.01 

Napa_AP         63 -7 77 50 492 686 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 26.46 

Central_Coast             

San_Francisco_A 62 -2 71 53 223 263 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 20.11 

San_Jose_AP     67 -5 80 53 625 927 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 15.08 

Salinas_AP      60 -5 68 51 149 293 0 0.00 0.00 0.04 12.91 

Monterey_AP     57 -5 66 51 49 109 3 0.10 0.10 0.09 20.35 

King_City_Ag    66 -4 85 51 532 734 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 12.30 

Paso_Robles_AP  70 -5 99 50 830 981 1 0.00 0.02 0.01 13.08 

Sacramento_Valley             

Redding         81 1 101 62 1,489 1,553 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 33.52 

Red_Bluff       81 -1 99 63 1,464 1,672 0 0.00 0.00 0.10 24.07 

Willows_6W      76 0 95 52 1,257 1,285 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 19.03 

Oroville        78 1 96 59 1,355 1,397 1 0.00 0.01 0.07 28.75 

Marysville      75 -5 97 54 1,185 1,597 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 22.07 

Sacramento_AP   71 -5 94 53 1,023 1,225 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 17.93 

San_Joaquin_Valley             

Stockton        73 -5 94 53 1,063 1,407 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 13.84 

Modesto_AP      76 -3 95 57 1,348 1,515 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 13.12 

Merced_Macready 75 -4 97 57 1,233 1,487 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 12.50 

Madera_AP       76 -4 99 56 1,317 1,588 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.94 

Fresno_AP       81 0 101 63 1,656 1,733 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.23 

Lemoore_NAS     78 0 100 57 1,379 1,554 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.89 

Visalia_AP      76 -4 99 55 1,460 1,583 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.03 

Bakersfield     82 -1 100 66 1,730 1,942 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.49 

Cascade_Sierra             

Alturas_AP      67 2 92 41 370 304 2 0.00 0.02 0.38 12.13 

Mount_Shasta_AP 69 4 91 48 488 326 1 0.00 0.08 0.47 39.16 

Blue_Canyon     69 2 77 61 528 398 0 0.00 0.00 0.45 66.36 

Yosemite_Valley 73 -1 95 51 879 742 1 0.00 0.01 0.58 37.73 

South_Coast             

Santa_Maria_AP  59 -5 69 51 68 286 2 0.01 0.04 0.03 14.01 

Santa_Barbara_A 62 -8 70 53 221 619 1 0.00 0.01 0.03 16.93 

Oxnard_NWS      63 -4 71 56 428 557 2 0.00 0.03 0.02 15.62 

Riverside_AP    75 -6 95 57 1,392 1,594 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 10.22 

Los_Angeles_AP  64 -7 70 57 527 928 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 13.15 

San_Diego_AP    66 -7 71 61 545 1,122 2 0.00 0.02 0.03 10.77 

Southeast_Interior             

Bishop_AP       74 -3 100 50 1,126 1,172 3 0.02 0.11 0.17 5.02 

Daggett_AP      87 -1 107 68 2,403 2,418 1 0.00 0.02 0.61 4.17 

Lancaster_ATC   78 -3 99 56 1,535 1,569 0 0.00 0.00 0.10 7.40 

Thermal         89 -3 109 67 2,778 3,235 0 0.00 0.00 0.27 3.53 

Blythe_AP       93 -1 112 76 3,153 3,342 0 0.00 0.00 0.48 4.02 

Imperial_CA     92 -1 110 70 2,990 3,130 1 0.00 0.02 0.14 2.96 
1 Weather stations added as of July 6, 2010 
2 New addition as of July 6, 2010.  Total number of days with precipitation events this season. 
Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches.   
Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit.    
Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations  
For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 
Copyright 2010:  Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. 
All rights reserved.      

 


