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WEATHER 

 
Unseasonably mild temperatures were reported across most of 
California at the start of the week, as a broad low pressure trough 
remained over the West Coast.  Isolated thunderstorms developed 
over the Sierra Nevada Mountains and Lake Tahoe during the 
afternoon hours, and some light drizzle fell across stations on the far 
North Coast.  This was the extent of the precipitation for the week.  As 
the week progressed, the low pressure trough gradually shifted east, 

and weak high pressure began to build over southern California.  This brought a slight warming trend which 
raised temperatures to near normal levels.  Towards the end of the week, an upper level low pressure system 
settled off the North Coast, and temperatures again were kept to near, or a little below normal levels across the 
north, while the high pressure over Southern California brought temperatures in that region to a little above 
normal. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Lygus levels continued to be monitored in cotton fields.  Corn silage continued to be harvested.  Black-eyed 
bean growth continued.  Garbanzo bean harvest concluded in Sutter County.  Alfalfa continued to be cut and 
baled.  Potato fields were treated for disease and pests in Siskiyou County.  Small grains continued to be 
harvested for hay and silage.  Sunflowers were harvested for seed.  Sugar beets were being dug out in 
Imperial County.  Field operations continued with irrigation, ground preparation, and spray applications of 
fertilizer, herbicide, and fungicides, as needed. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 
Peaches, nectarines, and plums continued to be harvested and packed.  The prune harvest was expected to 
begin next week.  Gala apples continued to be picked in the San Joaquin Valley.  Valencia oranges continued 
to be picked in the Central Valley and along the southern coast.  The lemon harvest along the southern coast 
began to slow down.  The fig harvest continued normally.  The early table grape harvest continued in the San 
Joaquin Valley as raisin and wine grapes continued to develop.  Cooler temperatures slowed wine grape 
development in Napa County vineyards; growers removed more leaves to increase exposure to sunlight. 
Maintenance to orchards, groves, and vineyards continued with the spraying of fungicides, fertilizers, 
insecticides, and herbicides as necessary. 
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Hull splitting continued in almond orchards across the State as growers were applying their final hull split 
sprays before harvest.  Tree shaking began on early varieties, and large-scale shaking is expected to begin in 
one to two weeks.  Good size development continued in walnut, pistachio, and pecan orchards, as some 
trees were propped up to support their heavy set.  Walnut orchards were also sprayed with husk fly sprays. 
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 

Farmers’ markets were at the peak of their summer vegetable season.  Imperial County began ground 
preparation for fall veggies, but it was still too hot to plant.  In Kern County, processing tomato, carrot and 
potato harvests had begun.  In Tulare County, tomatoes, eggplant, green beans, squash and assorted 
peppers were harvested, while some areas were being prepared for early plantings of winter vegetables.  
Processing tomato harvest continued.  In Fresno County, processing tomatoes and melons were being 
harvested.  Melons and peppers were being harvested, while tomatoes and beans were pushed back at least 
three weeks from their normal schedule due to late rains in Stanislaus County.  San Joaquin County was 
harvesting onions and watermelons.  Sutter County reported continued harvest of vegetables for Farmers’ 
Markets. 

 
LIVESTOCK 

 
Rangeland forage grasses and non-irrigated pasture continued to deteriorate at all elevations.  Irrigated 
pasture was reported to be in good condition.  Supplemental feeding of hay and nutrients continued as range 
quality declined.  Sheep grazed on idle farmland, harvested grain fields, and some rangeland.  Dairies 
attempted to keep cows cool with fans and misting in Imperial Valley.  Bees were in alfalfa seed, sunflower, 
melon and some vegetable fields. 
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 



 
 

CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 8/15/10 

STATIONS1 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE DAYS 

AT 60ºF BASE 
PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
8/15/10 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low

This Season Normal Rain Days2 This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
8/15/10 

January 1 - 
8/15 

July 1 -      
8/15/10 

Week 
Ending 
8/15/10 

July 1 - 
8/15/10 

July 1 - 
8/15 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 

North_Coast             

Eureka_WFO      56 -3 62 49 5 39 7 0.03 0.10 0.31 38.10 

Ukiah           71 -3 92 49 874 935 1 0.01 0.01 0.05 38.90 

Santa_Rosa_AG   62 -6 78 49 366 673 2 0.01 0.02 0.06 31.01 

Napa_AP         64 -5 79 51 524 748 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 26.46 

Central_Coast            

San_Francisco_A 62 -2 72 54 236 290 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 20.11 

San_Jose_AP     66 -6 79 55 670 1,004 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 15.08 

Salinas_AP      61 -4 70 53 157 321 1 0.01 0.01 0.04 12.91 

Monterey_AP     58 -3 65 51 49 123 5 0.04 0.14 0.09 20.35 

King_City_Ag    66 -3 81 53 579 797 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 12.30 

Paso_Robles_AP  69 -6 99 51 896 1,079 1 0.00 0.02 0.01 13.08 

Sacramento_Valley            

Redding         79 -2 97 60 1,620 1,689 0 0.00 0.00 0.11 33.52 

Red_Bluff       77 -4 97 59 1,586 1,813 0 0.00 0.00 0.10 24.07 

Willows_6W      74 -2 91 57 1,355 1,392 0 0.00 0.00 0.06 19.03 

Oroville        76 -2 93 58 1,467 1,514 1 0.00 0.01 0.07 28.75 

Marysville      73 -6 92 52 1,276 1,723 0 0.00 0.00 0.07 22.07 

Sacramento_AP   70 -5 90 53 1,096 1,330 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 17.93 

San_Joaquin_Valley            

Stockton        71 -6 90 53 1,143 1,526 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 13.84 

Modesto_AP      74 -4 91 56 1,445 1,634 0 0.00 0.00 0.05 13.12 

Merced_Macready 74 -5 94 55 1,332 1,613 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 12.50 

Madera_AP       75 -5 95 56 1,422 1,721 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.94 

Fresno_AP       79 -2 97 61 1,788 1,876 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.23 

Lemoore_NAS     77 -2 96 56 1,498 1,680 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.89 

Visalia_AP      76 -4 93 57 1,570 1,712 0 0.00 0.00 0.01 11.03 

Bakersfield     80 -3 95 63 1,870 2,100 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.49 

Cascade_Sierra            

Alturas_AP      66 0 94 38 412 344 3 0.03 0.05 0.45 12.13 

Mount_Shasta_AP 67 2 90 46 537 368 2 0.01 0.09 0.54 39.16 

Blue_Canyon     66 -3 76 56 572 454 0 0.00 0.00 0.52 66.36 

Yosemite_Valley 72 -1 93 50 967 833 1 0.00 0.01 0.58 37.73 

South_Coast            

Santa_Maria_AP  61 -4 70 53 74 319 2 0.00 0.04 0.03 14.01 

Santa_Barbara_A 61 -9 72 51 231 676 1 0.00 0.01 0.03 16.93 

Oxnard_NWS      62 -5 72 52 445 606 2 0.00 0.03 0.02 15.62 

Riverside_AP    74 -6 96 56 1,495 1,734 0 0.00 0.00 0.04 10.22 

Los_Angeles_AP  64 -7 70 59 557 1,002 0 0.00 0.00 0.03 13.15 

San_Diego_AP    66 -7 72 60 589 1,206 2 0.00 0.02 0.03 10.77 

Southeast_Interior            

Bishop_AP       73 -3 100 47 1,220 1,281 3 0.00 0.11 0.17 5.02 

Daggett_AP      85 -3 105 64 2,576 2,607 1 0.00 0.02 0.68 4.17 

Lancaster_ATC   76 -5 101 53 1,650 1,711 0 0.00 0.00 0.10 7.40 

Thermal         89 -2 109 61 2,980 3,450 0 0.00 0.00 0.34 3.53 

Blythe_AP       92 -1 111 70 3,381 3,573 0 0.00 0.00 0.62 4.02 

Imperial_CA     90 -2 110 65 3,202 3,353 1 0.00 0.02 0.21 2.96 

 
1 Weather stations added as of July 6, 2010.  
2 New addition as of July 6, 2010.  Total number of days with precipitation events this season.  
 
Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches.  
Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit.  
Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations.  
 
For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955.  
Copyright 2010: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc.  
All rights reserved.  

 


