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WEATHER 

 
The start of the week found a strong high pressure system moving over 
California.  This high pressure brought hot and dry conditions to most of the 
State, especially to Southern California, where record breaking heat was 
reported.  As the week progressed, the high pressure center shifted 

eastward, but a ridge associated with the high remained over the State, resulting in continued very warm 
conditions through midweek, with record heat being reported in the Central Valley.  By Thursday, a low 
pressure system arrived off of Baja California.  Subtropical air circulating around the low pressure brought 
warm and relatively humid air into Southern California.  This “monsoonal” flow triggered thunderstorms 
and showers across the mountains and deserts in Southern California.  On Saturday, this moist air was 
moving up the Sierra Nevada range, and afternoon and evening thunderstorms began to spread 
northward along the range’s crest.  Also on Saturday, a low pressure trough from the Gulf of Alaska was 
beginning to approach Northern California.  By Sunday this system began to bring cooler air to Northern 
California, and spread some rain into the northern Mountain Ranges. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
Rice harvest was ongoing.  Cotton fields were in the final stages of harvest preparation with many fields 
in the process of defoliation.  Alfalfa and Sudan grass continued to be cut and baled.  The last alfalfa 
cuttings of the season took place in Northern California, while areas of the San Joaquin Valley ranged 
from the sixth to seventh cutting.  Potato harvest progressed in Siskiyou County.  Sunflower harvest 
slowed in Sutter County.  Harvest started in corn fields for grain in San Joaquin County. Corn silage 
harvest continued throughout the State.  Harvested silage fields were being prepared for winter grain 
planting in the San Joaquin Valley.  Early planted small grain fields were germinating. 
 

FRUIT CROPS 
 
The apple and fig harvests were ongoing in the Central Valley as the pear harvest neared completion. 
Valencia oranges continued to be picked in the Central Valley and along the southern coast.  The lemon 
harvest along the southern coast was completed while light picking continued in the desert region.  The 
table grape harvest was ongoing in the San Joaquin Valley while the raisin and wine grape harvests 
neared completion.  Several fields of globe table grapes were covered with plastic to allow for later 
harvesting in Kern County.  The olive harvest began in the San Joaquin Valley.  Plants were harvested 
and shipped from strawberry nurseries in Siskiyou County.  Post-harvest irrigation was ongoing in 
orchards. 
 

NUT CROPS 
 
Shaking and harvesting of almonds in the Central Valley was ongoing.  Harvesting of early variety 
walnuts continued in the Central Valley as harvesting began for some later varieties.  The full-scale 
pistachio harvest started as early harvesting was nearing completion.  Irrigation and pest control was 
ongoing in pecan orchards.  
 

VEGETABLE CROPS  
 

Kern County reported carrots being harvested and fall asparagus being cut.  Tulare County reported 
cucumbers, peppers, tomatoes, eggplant, sweet corn and squash harvest continued.  In Fresno 
County, processing tomatoes, garlic and onion harvest winding down and winter vegetables being 
planted.  Stanislaus County reported tomatoes and melons still being harvested.  San Joaquin County 
continued harvest of watermelons, melons, cucumbers, and pumpkins.  Sutter County reported 
continued field work and ground preparation, as well as continued harvest of processing tomatoes and 
honeydew melons.  Siskiyou County reported dehydrator onion harvest started, crop looks good even 
though hampered by late season problems. 

 
LIVESTOCK 

 
Rangeland forage and non-irrigated pasture conditions ranged from fair to poor.  Irrigated pastures were 
in good shape and quality.  Ranchers continued supplemental feeding as range continued to deteriorate.  
Bees were moving from vineseed fields in Sutter County.  
 

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp 

  



CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 10/03/10 

STATIONS1 

TEMPERATURE 
GROWING DEGREE DAYS 

AT 60ºF BASE 
PRECIPITATION 

Average 
Week 

Ending 
10/03/10 

Departure 
from 

Normal 
High Low

This Season Normal Rain Days2 This Season Normal 

January 1 - 
10/03/10 

January 1 - 
10/03 

July 1 -     
10/03/10 

Week 
Ending 

10/03/10 

July 1 - 
10/03/10

July 1 - 
10/03 

July 1 - 
June 30 

  - - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Days - - - - Inches - - 

North_Coast             

Eureka_WFO      59 3 68 51 22 73 17 0.01 1.58 1.52 38.10 

Ukiah           72 7 104 48 1,357 1,409 2 0.00 0.11 0.95 38.90 

Santa_Rosa_AG   70 5 104 50 739 1,034 3 0.00 0.12 0.75 31.01 

Napa_AP         71 5 100 53 928 1,118 0 0.00 0.00 0.63 26.46 

Central_Coast            

San_Francisco_A 70 8 96 58 623 499 1 0.00 0.01 0.34 20.11 

San_Jose_AP     73 6 99 57 1,162 1,480 0 0.00 0.00 0.41 15.08 

Salinas_AP      68 5 102 51 392 549 2 0.00 0.02 0.34 12.91 

Monterey_AP     60 -3 76 49 136 264 9 0.00 0.21 0.54 20.35 

King_City_Ag    72 6 107 49 987 1,205 0 0.00 0.00 0.34 12.30 

Paso_Robles_AP  77 11 108 53 1,479 1,608 1 0.00 0.02 0.46 13.08 

Sacramento_Valley            

Redding         77 9 106 54 2,372 2,400 5 0.00 0.47 0.87 33.52 

Red_Bluff       79 8 108 58 2,365 2,592 4 0.00 0.19 1.01 24.07 

Willows_6W      77 8 101 53 2,031 2,007 1 0.00 0.05 0.54 19.03 

Oroville        77 10 99 58 2,177 2,110 2 0.00 0.04 0.77 28.75 

Marysville      75 6 103 52 1,934 2,412 0 0.00 0.00 0.61 22.07 

Sacramento_AP   76 8 102 54 1,727 1,935 1 0.00 0.01 0.51 17.93 

San_Joaquin_Valley            

Stockton        77 8 102 54 1,768 2,191 1 0.02 0.02 0.48 13.84 

Modesto_AP      78 8 100 55 2,146 2,313 1 0.06 0.06 0.41 13.12 

Merced_Macready 78 9 100 56 1,979 2,302 1 0.05 0.05 0.27 12.50 

Madera_AP       80 11 101 60 2,138 2,434 1 0.22 0.22 0.31 11.94 

Fresno_AP       83 13 101 64 2,692 2,647 1 0.05 0.05 0.31 11.23 

Lemoore_NAS     81 11 102 56 2,249 2,365 0 0.00 0.00 0.35 7.89 

Visalia_AP      81 12 99 61 2,315 2,407 0 0.00 0.00 0.31 11.03 

Bakersfield     84 12 100 67 2,824 2,973 0 0.00 0.00 0.25 6.49 

Cascade_Sierra            

Alturas_AP      63 10 93 33 515 451 9 0.09 0.96 1.39 12.13 

Mount_Shasta_AP 67 11 91 43 729 510 6 0.00 1.22 1.81 39.16 

Blue_Canyon     74 15 87 54 960 683 3 0.13 0.28 2.45 66.36 

Yosemite_Valley 73 11 98 56 1,476 1,247 3 0.32 0.33 1.77 37.73 

South_Coast            

Santa_Maria_AP  69 7 105 53 239 555 3 0.02 0.06 0.42 14.01 

Santa_Barbara_A 69 4 100 57 393 1,069 1 0.00 0.01 0.59 16.93 

Oxnard_NWS      73 8 100 62 710 938 2 0.00 0.03 0.48 15.62 

Riverside_AP    82 10 113 63 2,406 2,560 0 0.00 0.00 0.47 10.22 

Los_Angeles_AP  76 7 105 63 936 1,510 0 0.00 0.00 0.46 13.15 

San_Diego_AP    76 7 95 69 1,073 1,789 4 0.04 0.06 0.36 10.77 

Southeast_Interior             

Bishop_AP       71 9 99 47 1,735 1,738 4 0.06 0.17 0.61 5.02 

Daggett_AP      84 10 105 65 3,738 3,634 2 0.01 0.03 1.20 4.17 

Lancaster_ATC   77 10 103 55 2,453 2,405 1 0.02 0.02 0.46 7.40 

Thermal         85 6 106 69 4,299 4,709 3 0.10 0.10 1.00 3.53 

Blythe_AP       89 9 110 72 4,884 4,915 2 0.03 0.06 1.51 4.02 

Imperial_CA     86 6 106 71 4,651 4,677 5 1.21 1.39 0.77 2.96 

 
1  Weather stations added as of July 6, 2010. 
2  New addition as of July 6, 2010.  Total number of days with precipitation events this season. 
 
Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) is in inches. 
Air Temperatures are in Degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
Normal periods 1970-2000 used in Departure From Normal calculations. 
For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 
Copyright 2010: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 


