
 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

California Floriculture Report
 

Cooperating with the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
California Field Office · P.O. Box 1258 · Sacramento, CA 95812 · (916) 498-5161 · (916) 498-5186 Fax · www.nass.usda.gov/ca  

Released:  April 28, 2011  ·    VOL.  2  NO.  1
 
 

CALIFORNIA LEADS THE NATION  
IN 2010 FLORICULTURE PRODUCTION 

 
California’s floriculture crop leads the nation with a value of $999 million 
in sales, comprising 25.1 percent of the U.S. total wholesale value.  Sales 
increased 8 percent from the 2009 total in spite of a decrease in the 
number of California producers from 437 in 2009 to 408 in 2010. 
 

California accounted for almost 15.6 percent of the total value of annual bedding and garden plants, the highest-valued 
crop category in the 15-state program.  The wholesale value of California-grown bedding and garden plants increased just 
over 15 percent from $260 million in 2009 to $299 million in 2010. 
 
California also lead the country in potted flowering plant value for 2010, with a total value of $244 million wholesale, up 
over 17 percent from the 2009 valuation.  California accounted for nearly 36.5 percent of the 15-state total wholesale 
value reported. 
 
California was the dominant State in cut flower production, accounting for about 76.3 percent of the total cut flower 
wholesale value.  The $286 million in value for 2010 was up 6 percent from the 2009 valuation of $271 million.  
 
 

CALIFORNIA FLORICULTURE AND NURSERY PRODUCTS 
Wholesale Value of Sales by Category, for Operations with $100,000+ Sales, 2006-2010 

Category 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 US Rank
2010 

 1,000 Dollars  
Total Cut Flowers     318,667     327,736     323,897     270,708      286,218  1 

Total Potted Flowering Plants    199,262    238,799    243,225    207,486      243,683  1 

Total Bedding Plants     292,092    259,842     282,429     259,648      298,783  1 

   Annual Bedding/Garden Plants    224,914     202,554     216,944     190,706      238,275  1 

   Herbaceous Perennial Plants        67,178        57,288        65,485        68,942        60,508  2 

Total Foliage Plants for Indoor or Outdoor Use       98,333     101,727        98,679     101,802         95,216  2 

Cut Cultivated Greens        12,760        14,133        81,094        10,081           8,485  2 

Propagative materials        66,006        77,919        13,930        73,479         66,231  3 

Total Wholesale Value of Reported Crops     987,120  1,020,156  1,043,254  923,204  998,616  1 

Percent   

Percent of U.S. Value of Sales 1/  25.5  24.7  26.6  24.0  25.1   

Number   

Number of Producers  471  426  492  437  408   

1/  15 Program States: California, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey,  New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas and Washington.   
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ANNUALS in CALIFORNIA: 
 

Top 5 Annual Bedding/Garden Plants, Flats for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2009-2010 1/ 

 
Producers  Quantity Sold  Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales at 
Wholesale 2/ 

2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 

Selected Crops  Number  1,000 Flats  Dollars per Flat  1,000 Dollars 

Vegetable Type Plants     44       43        1,210     1,192        12.46      12.39        15,077        14,769  

Pansies/Violas      55       51      1,453     1,423        10.15        9.66        14,748        13,746  

Petunias     54       49        1,316      1,360        10.99      10.06        14,463        13,682  

Impatiens, Other     49       44        1,354      1,316         9.75        9.69        13,202        12,752  

Marigolds      55       48        1,023     1,015        10.21     10.24        10,445        10,762  

All Plant Total     109,042      110,968  
1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.   
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.   

 
 

Top 5 Annual Bedding/Garden Plants, Potted for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2009-2010 1/ 
 

Producers Quantity Sold 

Less than 5 Inches  5 Inches or Larger  Total All Sizes 
2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 

Number  1,000 Pots  1,000 Pots  1,000 Pots 
Vegetable Type Plants  46  43   7,791    8,254    1,091    2,968   8,882   11,222  
Geraniums  from Vegetative Cuttings  42  46  3,992    3,737   3,150    2,350   7,142   6,087  
Impatiens, Other  46  43  3,156    3,147       769      537   3,925     3,684  
Petunias  35  34  2,274    2,471        394       586   2,668     3,057  
Pansies/Violas  41  39   2,740    2,335        219       315   2,959    2,650  

 
 

Wholesale Price 
Value of All Sales 

at Wholesale 2/ 

    Less than 5 Inches  5 Inches or Larger   
    2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 
    Dollars Per Pot  Dollars Per Pot  1,000 Dollars 
Vegetable Type Plants  1.04  1.31  2.30  2.40     10,612            17,936  
Geraniums  from Vegetative Cuttings  1.48  1.52  1.94  3.36     12,019            13,576  
Impatiens, Other  0.88  0.78  2.19  2.40       4,461              3,743  
Petunias  0.81  0.83  2.12  2.75       2,677              3,662  
Pansies/Violas  0.80  0.81  1.89  2.06       2,606              2,540  
All Plant Total     72,589       116,618  

1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.  
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  
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ANNUALS in CALIFORNIA continued: 
 

Top 5 Annual Bedding/Garden Plants, Hanging Baskets for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2009-2010 1/ 

 
Producers Quantity Sold Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales at 
Wholesale 2/ 

2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 

Selected Crops  Number  1,000 Baskets  Dollars per Basket  1,000 Dollars 

Geraniums  from Vegetative Cuttings  22  27   316   208     7.24      9.02      2,288        1,876  

Petunias  20  21     70    158     7.58      8.48         531        1,340  

Impatiens, New Guinea  20  18     35      47      6.48      7.93          227          373  

Begonias  17  21     19      32      8.99   9.66         171          309  

Impatiens, Other  16  14     56     40      5.81      6.49         325           260  

All Plant Total     9,075      10,689  
1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.  
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  

 
 
POTTED FLOWERS in CALIFORNIA: 
 

Top 5 Potted Flower Plants for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2009-2010 1/ 

 
Producers Quantity Sold 

    Less than 5 Inches  5 Inches or Larger  Total All Sizes 
2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 

  Number  1,000 Pots  1,000 Pots  1,000 Pots 
Orchids  44  41       7,248        7,932       1,531        1,701        8,779        9,633  
Poinsettias  64  70       1,679        2,908       4,651       4,611        6,330        7,519  
Florist Roses  15  18       6,532        5,400    3/        1,057        6,352        6,457  
Spring Flowering Bulbs  24  33       1,156        1,606           736        1,410        1,892        3,016  
Florist Chrysanthemums  15  16         880       1,028        2,201       1,902        3,081        2,930  
   

  
Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales at 
Wholesale 2/ 

    Less than 5 Inches  5 Inches or Larger   
      2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 
    Dollars Per Pot  Dollars Per Pot  1,000 Dollars 
Orchids  7.81  7.46       11.97        12.72     74,933     80,809  
Poinsettias  2.88  2.27        5.27         5.29     29,346     30,993  
Florist Roses  2.58  2.48   3/        5.31     16,883     19,005  
Spring Flowering Bulbs  2.30  2.58        4.23          4.84      5,772     10,968  
Florist Chrysanthemums  1.63  1.64        3.58         3.95      9,314      9,199  
All Plant Total              207,486   243,683  

1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.  
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  
3/  Quantity and price combined into pot size with greatest production to avoid disclosing data of individual operations. 
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CUT FLOWERS in CALIFORNIA: 
 

Top 5 Cut Flowers for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2009-2010 

  
Producers Quantity Sold Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales at 
Wholesale 1/ 

    2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010  2009  2010 
Unit  Number  1,000 (Unit)  Cents per Unit  1,000 Dollars 

Lilies, All  stem  42  43     93,852   85,506  61.5  63.0  57,719   53,869 

Gerber Daisies  stem  33  38   105,743   107,053  30.7  30.2  32,463   32,330 

Roses, All  stem  29  27     40,881   38,294  41.3  41.9  16,884   16,045 

Iris  stem  28  30     57,295   47,920  23.8  24.8  13,636   11,884 
Chrysanthemums,    
    Pompon  bunch  16  17      7,838   8,318    142.0    140.0  11,130   11,645 

All Plant Total  270,708  286,218 
1/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  
 

 
 
 
PROPAGATIVE MATERIALS in CALIFORNIA: 
 

Propagative (Unfinished) Floriculture Materials for 
Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2009-2010 

Category 
Year 

2009 2010 
1,000 Dollars 

Annual Bedding Plants  43,673      40,234 

Herbaceous Perennial Plants   10,309     10,471 

Potted Flowering Plants   10,973       8,657 

Foliage Plants for Indoor or Patio Use    2,870       3,436 

Cut Flowers    5,654       3,349 

Cut Cultivated Greens  *   * 

All Plant Total   73,479     66,231 
* = Not published to avoid disclosing data of individual operations. 
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The full copy of this report is located at: 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1072  


