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CALIFORNIA FIELD CROP VALUE 
 
Estimates of acres harvested, yield and production have been released 
for major field crops grown in California for 2012, 2011, and 2010. 
 
 

CALIFORNIA FARMERS ARE RESPONDING TO THE CENSUS 
USDA SAYS, DUE DATE EXTENDED TO MARCH 14, 2013 

 
California farmers and ranchers are not missing an opportunity to have 
their voices heard and their farms represented in the 2012 Census of 
Agriculture. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), thousands of Census forms 
were submitted by state farmers, helping ensure California’s 
communities and agricultural industry have a voice in the future. For 
producers who missed the deadline, NASS is alerting them that it’s not 
too late to be counted.  
 
“Every California farm and ranch is important and needs to be counted 
in the 2012 Census of Agriculture,” said Vic Tolomeo, Director, NASS 
California Field Office. “Whether you operate on two acres or 2,000, 
the information gathered from all producers is important, so it can 
provide a true picture of U.S. agriculture today and help everyone plan 
appropriately for tomorrow’s needs.” 
 
Conducted only once every five years by NASS, the Census provides 
detailed data covering nearly every facet of U.S. agriculture at the 
national, state and county levels. It looks at land use and ownership, 
production practices, expenditures and other factors that affect the way 
farmers do business. Decision makers and commodity groups at the 
local and state level use the Census of Agriculture to make decisions 
that directly impact California farmers, their businesses and their 
communities. 
 
The deadline for submitting Census forms was February 4, and many 
California producers have responded. However, those who have not 
responded will receive a second copy of the form in the mail to give 
them another opportunity. Farmers can return their forms by mail or 
online by visiting a secure website, www.agcensus.usda.gov, due by 
March 14, 2013. Federal law requires all agricultural producers to 
participate in the Census and requires NASS to keep all individual 
information confidential.  
 
“If you have questions about the Census or need help filling out your 
form, I encourage you to visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-
4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828),” added Tolomeo. “NASS has helpful tips 
available and people standing by to provide assistance – we want to 
help you make the Census a successful and complete count of all 
California agriculture.” 
 

 
CALIFORNIA FIELD CROP VALUES BY COMMODITY

Crop and Year a/ 

Acres 
Harvested

Yield Per 
Acre 

Production 
Unit 

Average 
Price b/ 

Value of 
Production 

1,000  1,000  Dollars  $1,000 

Corn  2010  180  5.46  983  Tons  181.43  178,308 
For  2011  150  5.18  777  Tons  228.93  177,878 
Grain  2012  180  5.18  932  Tons  251.79  234,765 
     
Corn  2010  425  26.5  11,263  Tons  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐ 
For  2011  475  26.0  12,350  Tons  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐ 
Silage  2012  425  26.5  11,263  Tons  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐ 
     
Oats  2010  25  1.52  38.0  Tons  218.75  8,313 
For  2011  15  1.60  24.0  Tons  237.50  5,700 
Grain  2012  25  1.44  36.0  Tons  240.63  8,663 
     
Barley  2010  75  1.39  104  Tons  163.33  17,052 
For  2011  75  1.51  113  Tons  239.17  27,122 
Grain  2012  80  1.32  106  Tons  243.75  25,740 
     
Winter  2010  360  2.40  864  Tons  173.33  149,760 
Wheat  2011  420  2.55  1,071  Tons  c/  c/ 
For Grain  2012  310  2.55  791  Tons  253.33  200,260 
     
Durum  2010  95  3.30  314  Tons  200.67  62,909 
Wheat  2011  115  3.27  376  Tons  d/  d/ 
For Grain  2012  135  3.15  425  Tons  321.67  136,789 
     
Rice  2010  553  80.2  44,326  Cwt.  21.00  930,846 
   2011  580  83.5  48,402  Cwt.  18.60  900,277 
   2012  556  81.1  45,070  Cwt.  17.10  770,697 
     
Cotton,  2010  123.0  1,483  380.0  Bales  105.00  191,520 
Upland  2011  181.0  1,474  556.0  Bales  104.00  277,555 
Lint e/  2012  141.0  1,651  485.0  Bales  91.30  212,546 
     
Cotton,  2010  180.0  1,237  464.0  Bales  180.00  400,896 
American  2011  273.0  1,380  785.0  Bales  145.00  546,360 
Pima e/  2012  224.0  1,575  735.0  Bales  124.00  437,472 
     
Cottonseed  2010  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐  330.0  Tons  252.00  83,160 
   2011  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐  565.0  Tons  341.00  192,665 
   2012  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐  515.0  Tons  366.00  188,490 
     
Hay,  2010  1,480  5.61  8,304  Tons  125.00  1,033,152 
All f/  2011  1,410  5.66  7,980  Tons  224.00  1,783,200 
   2012  1,550  5.62  8,715  Tons  206.00  1,782,705 
     
Hay,  2010  930  6.80  6,324  Tons  133.00  841,092 
Alfalfa  2011  880  6.90  6,072  Tons  239.00  1,451,208 
   2012  950  6.90  6,555  Tons  211.00  1,383,105 
     
Hay,  2010  550  3.60  1,980  Tons  97.00  192,060 
All Other  2011  530  3.60  1,908  Tons  174.00  331,992 
   2012  600  3.60  2,160  Tons  185.00  399,600 
     
Beans,  2010  63.0  23.20  1,462  Cwt.  47.00  68,714 
Dry Edible  2011  57.0  19.00  1,083  Cwt.  55.10  59,673 
g/  2012  57.5  22.70  1,304  Cwt.  54.60  71,198 
     
Sugar  2010  25.5  44.6  1,137  Tons  70.40  80,045 
Beets  2011  25.2  46.5  1,172  Tons  70.00  82,040 
h/  2012  24.5  44.0  1,078  Tons  i/  i/ 

a/    Data for 2012 is preliminary. 
b/    Marketing year average prices.  Does not include allowances or adjustments for commodities 
        under a government loan at the end of the marketing year, commodities forfeited 
        to the Commodity Credit Corporation, loan deficiency payments, direct or  
        counter‐cyclical payments, or disaster payments. 
c/    Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.  
d/    Insufficient number of reports to establish an estimate. 
e/    Cotton yield in pounds; production in 480‐pound net weight bales; lint price on  
        hundredweight basis.  The 2012 price is the average to January 1, 2013. 
f/    Estimated marketings of alfalfa and other hay are used as weights to calculate all hay price. 
g/    Excludes beans grown for garden seed. 
h/    Relates to year of intended harvest for fall planted beets in central California and to year of planting 
     for over‐wintered beets in central and southern California. 

i/      Not available. 
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CALIFORNIA FIELD CROP PRICES - JANUARY 2013 
 
Prices received by California farmers at mid-January were above 
December 2012 for all types of hay.  Prices for dry, edible beans, fall 
potatoes and cottonseed were below the previous month.  Mid -
January prices for wheat and upland cotton were not published to 
avoid disclosure of individual operations.  There were insufficient data 
to establish a Mid-January price for barley and spring potatoes.  Prices 
were above a year earlier for cottonseed.  
 
 

U.S. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
 
The preliminary All Farm Products Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers in January, at 217 percent, based on 1990-1992=100, 
increased 18 points (9.0 percent) from December.  The Crop Index is 
up 22 points (9.7 percent) and the Livestock Index increased 2 points 
(1.2 percent).  Producers received higher prices for lettuce, broilers, 
cattle, and corn and lower prices for milk, soybeans, eggs, and wheat. 
In addition to prices, the overall index is also affected by the seasonal 
change based on a 3-year average mix of commodities producers sell. 
Increased monthly movement of corn, soybeans, rice, and strawberries 
offset the decreased marketing of broilers, milk, wheat, and upland 
cotton. 
 
The preliminary All Farm Products Index is up 28 points (15 percent) 
from January 2012.  The Food Commodities Index, at 197, increased 
11 points (5.9 percent) from last month and increased 24 points (14 
percent) from January 2012. 
 

The January All Crops Index, at 248, is up 9.7 percent from December 
and 17 percent above January 2012.  Index increases for commercial 
vegetables and feed grains & hay more than offset the index 
decreases for fruits & nuts and oilseeds. 
 
The January Food Grains Index, at 259, is down 2.6 percent from the 
previous month, but 11 percent above a year ago.  The January price 
for all wheat, at $270.00 per ton, is down $6.33 from December, but 
$35.00 above January 2012. 
 
The January Feed Grains & Hay Index, at 301, is up 2.4 percent from 
last month and 15 percent above a year ago.  The corn price, at 
$249.29 per ton, is $3.93 higher than last month and $32.50 above 
January 2012.  The all hay price, at $191 per ton, is down $1.00 from 
December, but $19.00 higher than last January.  Sorghum grain, at 
$12.10 per cwt., is 10 cents lower than December, but $1.30 above 
January last year. 
 
The January Upland Cotton Index, at 120, is up 1.7 percent from 
December, but 19 percent below last year.  The January price, at 72.7 
cents per pound, is 1.4 cents higher than the previous month, but 17.4 
cents below last January. 
 
The January Potatoes & Dry Beans Index, at 141, is down 2.1 percent 
from last month and 18 percent below January 2012.  The all potato 
price, at $7.33 per cwt., is 23 cents lower than December and down 
$1.90 from last January. The all dry bean price, at $35.10 per cwt., is 
down $2.90 from the previous month and $7.00 below January 2012. 

 
 

 
 

AVERAGE FARM PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS a/

Commodity Unit 
CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES 

January 2012 December 2012 Jan 15, 2013 January 2012 December 2012 Jan 15, 2013 
Dollars 

Corn b/ Tons --- --- --- 216.79 245.36 249.29 
Wheat b/ Tons c/ 260.67 c/ 235.00 276.33 270.00 
Oats b/ Tons --- --- --- 222.50 246.25 245.63 
Barley b/ Tons c/ d/ d/ 226.67 269.17 259.17 
Sorghum Grain b/ Cwt. --- --- --- 10.80 12.20 12.10 
Rice b/ Cwt. --- --- --- 15.20 14.60 15.00 
Dry Edible Beans b/ Cwt. c/ 56.60 48.30 42.10 38.00 35.10 
All Potatoes e/ Cwt. 8.50 6.90 6.85 9.23 7.56 7.33 

Spring Cwt. d/ d/ d/ --- --- --- 
Fall Cwt. 8.50 6.90 6.85 --- --- --- 

All Hay, Baled b/ Tons 235.00 206.00 208.00 172.00 192.00 191.00 
Alfalfa Hay, Baled  b/ Tons 243.00 212.00 215.00 193.00 217.00 217.00 
Other Hay, Baled b/ Tons 215.00 183.00 185.00 132.00 142.00 144.00 

Upland Cotton Lint b/ Lbs 0.963 0.919 c/ 0.901 0.713 0.727 
Cottonseed Tons 340.00 369.00 352.00 281.00 254.00 250.00 
a/    The estimated prices shown in the table represent composite average prices received by farmers. They are averages for all  grades, classes, 
       and methods of sale of each commodity for the State and U.S. as a whole. 
b/    Previous month revised to monthly average. 
c/    Not published to avoid possible disclosure of operations. 
d/    Insufficient data to establish a price. 
e/    Monthly average. 

 
 

INDEX NUMBER OF PRICES RECEIVED AND PRICES PAID BY FARMERS, UNITED STATES  

Index 
1910-14 = 100 1990-92 = 100 

Jan 2012 Dec 2012 Jan 2013 Jan 2012 Dec 2012 Jan 2013 
Prices Received             

All Farm Products 1,198 1,263 1,377 189 199 217 
All Crops 1,053 1,119 1,230 212 226 248 

Food Grains 737 844 820 233 266 259 
Feed Grains and Hay 932 1,050 1,072 261 294 301 
Cotton 763 604 615 149 118 120 
Potatoes and Dry Edible Beans 875 731 713 173 144 141 

Prices Paid by Farmers for Commodities,       

Services, Interest, Taxes and Wage Rates 1/ 2,794 2,897 2,940 210 218 221 

Parity Ratio 2/ 43 44 47 90 91 98 

1/    All production indexes as of 15th of month. 
2/    Ratio of Index of Prices Received by Farmers to Index of Prices Paid, Interest, Taxes and Farm Wage Rates. 
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FEBRUARY 1 FALL POTATO STOCKS 
 
California’s fall potato stocks totaled 1.50 million cwt. as of February 1, 2013, down 12 percent from last year.  February 1 stocks accounted for 35 
percent of production, compared with 39 percent a year ago. 
 
The 13 major potato States held 214 million cwt of potatoes in storage February 1, 2013, up 14 percent from a year ago.  Potatoes in storage accounted 
for 52 percent of the 2012 fall storage States' production, up 3 percentage points from the previous year.  Potato disappearance, at 199 million cwt., was 
2 percent above February 1, 2012. Season-to-date shrink and loss, at 18.9 million cwt., was up slightly from the same date in 2012.  Processors in the 9 
major States have used 107 million cwt. of potatoes this season, down 2 percent from the same period last year.  Dehydrating usage accounted for 20.8 
million cwt. of the total processing, virtually unchanged from last year. 

 
 

FALL POTATO PRODUCTION AND FEBRUARY 1 STOCKS BY STATE 1/ 

State 

Crop of 2011 Crop of 2012 

Production 
Total Stocks Feb. 

1, 2012 
Percent of 
Production 

Production 
Total Stocks Feb. 

1, 2013 2/ 
Percent of 
Production 

1,000 Cwt. Percent 1,000 Cwt. Percent 
California 4,312 1,700 39 4,312 1,500 35 
Colorado 21,291 11,800 55 21,021 11,500 55 
Idaho 128,760 69,500 54 143,240 80,500 56 
Maine 14,310 7,400 52 15,675 9,700 62 
Michigan 15,180 4,700 31 15,925 5,700 36 
Minnesota 16,685 7,800 47 18,800 9,500 51 
Montana 3,795 3,400 90 3,744 3,600 96 
Nebraska  7,800 3,600 46 10,146 5,400 53 
New York  4,050 1,000 25 4,703 1,200 26 
North Dakota 18,865 8,900 47 25,200 12,700 50 
Oregon 23,342 12,900 55 23,045 13,400 58 
Washington 97,600 43,000 44 97,580 44,500 46 
Wisconsin 25,938 11,800 45 29,440 14,800 50 
13-STATE TOTAL 381,928 187,500 49 412,831 214,000 52 
Klamath Basin 2/ --- 3,600 --- --- 2,800 --- 
1/    Stocks include processor holdings and most of the seed to plant the following year’s crop.  Seed usage for all seasons in 2012 
       totaled 23.6 million cwt. 
2/    Includes potato stocks in California and Klamath County, Oregon.  Included in the 13 State total. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 4 of 4 
California Field Crop Review (February 21, 2013) 

USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, California Field Office 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIC TOLOMEO, Director 
KELLY KRUG, Deputy Director 

Doug Flohr - Stephanie Holm - Robert Jeutong  
Brian Kugel - Jodi Letterman 

John McDonnell - Bill Morris - Karen Olmstead - Lena Schwedler 
Jennifer Johnson - Jennifer Van Court 

Estimates Group - (916) 498-5161 

 
USDA-NASS, California Field Office publications 

are available free-of-charge on the Internet at: 
www.nass.usda.gov/ca  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


